SOC 214
Sociology of education

DePauw University

Spring 2011
Class time and place:  Tuesday/Thursday, 10-11:30 a.m., Asbury 302
Instructor: Dr. Beauboeuf (“Dr. B”)

Office: 314 Julian (in the Mathematics wing)
Phone: *6751

E-mail:  tbeauboeuf@depauw.edu
Office hours:  Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m., and by appointment

Course description:

In Sociology of Education, we will apply the sociological imagination – the ability to see relationships between individual lives and social processes – to the institution of education.  In our examination of K-12 and higher education both historically and in contemporary society, we will explore how schools have helped construct and at times rework our notions of merit, social mobility, ability, race, gender, social class, and sexuality.  Because schools have been charged with transmitting and enforcing society’s norms, structures, and knowledge bases among its members, we will focus much attention on the seemingly small and necessary actions taken within educational settings and their consequential implications for our identities, life chances, and democracy.  
Objectives:

My objectives for this course are that you will:

1. understand and be able to discuss the major historical movements influencing the mission and organization of schools;

2. become conversant with the conceptual principles, areas of inquiry, and accepted findings in the field of the sociology of education;

3. grasp and be able to emulate the distinctive questions and lenses that sociologists bring to the study of schools;

4. recognize how social stratification – in terms of social class, gender, sexuality, and racial/ethnic group membership -- shapes students’ experiences and opportunities in education;

5. deeply consider how schooling processes have affected your own studies and career aspirations; and
6. astutely investigate connections between schools, society, and individual experience.
Required texts (available for purchase at the campus bookstore):
1. Lopez, Nancy.  (2003).  Hopeful girls, troubled boys: Race and gender disparity in urban education. New York: Routledge.
2. Course packet 
3. Articles on our Moodle course website
 Course requirements:

1. Daily class attendance, preparation, and participation

· For this course to be a meaningful experience for all involved, you need to take responsibility for your learning.  This requires daily attendance and participation.  

Daily attendance consists of:

· coming to class regularly and punctually -- that is, coming to class late or being absent no more than twice during the semester; 

· contributing meaningfully and regularly to class discussions;

· recognizing the presence of others in the classroom and not confusing the quantity of responses with their quality and usefulness. 
Daily preparation includes the following:

1. reading and re-reading materials prior to class to identify the logic of arguments, and evaluate their strengths and limitations; 

2. annotating your readings – that is, as you read, you should mark key conceptual passages and record your questions and the connections you are making to your prior knowledge.   

2. One-page wonder
· Learning occurs when we place ourselves and our worlds in conversation with course materials.  While I will attempt to draw out relevant connections between our readings and our lives, the quality of the course is greatly enhanced by your own contributions.  Thus, you will have the opportunity to shape our engagement with a text.
Each of you is responsible for identifying a one-page cultural artifact that speaks to a course reading and your interpretation of its relevance for our contemporary society.  These artifacts can include texts (e.g.,  poems or excerpts) as well as visual images (e.g., cartoons, photos, webpages).  What is critical is that the artifact fit on a standard page of paper and that it enable you to extend a substantive conceptual point from the readings.  

1. By 9 p.m. the night before your assigned reading, you should e-mail Dr. Beauboeuf (tbeauboeuf@depauw.edu) a pdf or word file of your artifact or a weblink to a specific page that is your artifact.
2. Included in your email should be a brief paragraph describing what the artifact is, its original context (where/how you encountered it), and which reading and issue it relates to.

3. The next day in class, you will have 5 minutes to elaborate on your emailed comments and answer questions from classmates.

3.  Written assignments

· During the semester, you will complete four assignments – three written papers and a final sociological photographic essay.  Each assignment will require you to demonstrate your understanding of course material and make appropriate and meaningful connections between concepts and real-life experiences.  Papers are due on specific dates and no late papers will be accepted!!  Details about individual papers will be passed out during the semester, at least a week in advance of their due dates.  
Grading rubric:
I will use the following criteria to evaluate your work during the course:

A-level work: 

· Reveals an accurate and nuanced (rather than superficial) knowledge of concepts discussed

· Includes some intriguing questions/observations that “push” the concepts to higher levels of precision

· Has very few typos (i.e., grammatical and punctuation errors; misspelled words) and has accurate citations 

B-level work:

· Demonstrates a generally good (but not adequately detailed) understanding of the concepts selected

· Offers analyses that tend to be general and gloss over important distinctions 

· Has quite a few typos that suggest the paper was handed in without being re-read and/or edited 

C-level work:

· Contains significant flaws in the understandings of key concepts

· Makes claims that are unsupported by the concepts and readings referenced

· Has inconsistent, incomplete, or inaccurate references: Quote marks are often missing and the source of ideas is often unclear

· Has a significant number of grammatical errors and typos that at times make comprehension difficult

D-level work:

· Demonstrates some serious misunderstandings of the concepts

· Lacks a focused argument and evidence to support claims

· Has an unacceptable number of grammatical and typographical errors

· Is unintelligible in many places

Grades:

Your final grade for the course will be based on the following:

1. Daily class attendance, preparation, and participation ..…..…   20%

2. One-page wonder contribution..………………………..……..    10%

3. Three written assignments …………………………..…..………   10, 20, 20% 

4. Sociological photographic essay.………..……………….....…..   15%

TOTAL  

        100%

A (95%+)

A- (90-94%)

B+ (87-89%)

B (84-86%)

B- (80-83%)

C+ (77-79%)

C (74-76%)

C- (70-73%)

D+ (67-69%)

D (64-66%)

D- (60-63%)




F <60%

Academic integrity policy:

Cheating, plagiarism, and the submission of the work of others as your own violate DePauw’s policy on academic integrity and may result in penalties ranging from a lowered grade to course failure and expulsion.  The academic integrity policy and discussion of each student’s obligations and rights are outlined in the Student Handbook --http://www.depauw.edu/univ/handbooks/dpuhandbooks.asp?ID=521&parentid=518
Note:  In your papers, you will need to incorporate the ideas of our readings.  When you use the general idea of an author or place this idea in your own words, you need to note the author’s name and the source of the idea (e.g., Brown, 1998, p. 42).  When you use the exact wording and word order of an author, you need to set this information apart from your own writing with quote marks and note the author’s name and the source.  All papers should include a references page with complete bibliographic information for citations.  Such information is provided in the schedule of readings at the end of this syllabus.

Students with disabilities:

DePauw University provides reasonable and appropriate accommodations to students with disabilities.  Students are responsible for contacting the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator, Pamela Roberts (Harrison 302, *6267; pamelaroberts@depauw.edu), to formally request accommodations.   

Schedule of readings and assignments:


**MOO** = on MOODLE

CP = in course packet

	T: 2/1
	Introduction
	**MOO**  Mills, C. Wright.  (1959).  The promise.  In The sociological imagination.  New York: Norton, 3-24.  

	R: 2/3
	Education: A public good or a private benefit?

	**MOO**  Labaree, David.  (1997).  Public goods, private goods: The American struggle over educational goals.  American Educational Research Journal, 34(1), 39-81.


	T: 2/8
	Functions of schooling

	**MOO**  Collins, Randall.  (1971).  Functional and conflict theories of educational stratification.  American Sociological Review, 36(6), 1002-1019.  

CP -- Shujaa, Mwalimu.  (1993).  Education and schooling: You can have one without the other.  In Too much schooling, too little education: A paradox of Black life in White societies.  Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 13-36.

	R: 2/10
	Ovaries and education: A socially disruptive mix?
	**MOO**  Sadker, David, Myra Sadker, and Karen Zittleman.  (2009).  Ch. 2:  Opening the schoolhouse door and Ch. 7: Higher education: Peeking behind the campus curtain.  In Still failing at fairness: How gender bias cheats girls and boys in school and what we can do about it.   New York: Scribner, 29-49, 214-252.  

	T: 2/15
	
	**MOO**  Hughes Neiswanger, Lilian.  (1935).  The four coeds: An account of the dramatic circumstances under which DePauw University became a coeducational institution, 1867-1871

**MOO**  Howe, Florence.  (1984).  Myths of coeducation.  Bloomington: Indiana University, 206-220.

	R: 2/17
	Who belongs in school?  In society?:  Eugenics and/in education


	**MOO**  Selden, Steven.  (2000).  Eugenics and the social construction of merit, race and disability.  Journal of Curriculum Studies, 32(2), 235-252. 

CP -- Oakes, Jeannie. et al.  (1997).  Detracking: The social construction of ability, cultural politics, and resistance to reform.  Teachers College Record, 98(3), 482-510.

	F: 2/18
	Paper #1 due!


	

	T: 2/22

	Schools: A tool for domesticating ‘others’?


	**MOO**  Adams, David W.  (1988).  Fundamental considerations: The deep meaning of Native American schooling, 1880-1900.  Harvard Educational Review, 58(1), 1-28.

**MOO**  Woodson, Carter G.  (1993/1933).  The miseducation of the Negro.  Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, ix-8.

	R: 2/24
	Segregated schooling
	**MOO**  DuBois, W.E.B (1935).  Does the Negro need separate schools? Journal of Negro Education, 4(3), 328-335. 

CP --  Appendix to Appellant’s Brief – The Effects of segregation and the consequences of desegregation:  A social science statement, 1952.  In K. Clark (1988/1963), Prejudice and your child.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan, pp. 166-184.

	T: 3/1
	
	**MOO**  Neale Hurston, Zora.  1955.  Letter to the Orlando Sentinel, August 11.
**MOO**  Gilpin Faust, Drew.  2003.  Living history: A schoolgirl’s letter to “Mr. Eisenhower” illuminates a childhood in the segregated South. Harvard Magazine (May/June).  



	R: 3/3
	Doing and undoing school
	CP -- Gracey, Harry.  (1998).  Learning the student role: Kindergarten as boot camp.  In J. Henslin (ed.), Down to Earth Sociology: Introductory Readings, 10th Edition.  New York: Free Press, 418-430.

CP -- Paley, Vivian.  (1981).  Rulers.  In Wally’s Stories.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 1-19.

CP -- Pope, Denise. (2001).  Ch. 7: The predicament of ‘doing school’.  In ‘Doing school’: How we are creating a generation of stressed out, materialistic, and misguided students.  New Haven, CT: Yale, 149-175, 187-188.


	T: 3/8
	Becoming gendered
	**MOO**  Martin, Karin.  (1998).  Becoming a gendered body; Practices of preschools.  American Sociological Review, 63(4), 485-511.

	R: 3/10
	Learning like a man
	**MOO** Morris, Edward.  (2008).  Rednecks, rutters, and ‘rithmetic: Social class, masculinity, and schooling in a rural context.  Gender & Society, 22, 728-751.

**MOO**  Pascoe, CJ.  2007.  Making masculinity: Adolescence, identity, and high school.  In Dude: You’re a fag: Masculinity and sexuality in high school.  Berkeley: University of California, 1-24.

	T: 3/15
	Race-making
	**MOO**  McIntosh, Peggy. (1990).  White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack.  Independent School, Winter, 31-36.

**MOO**  Lewis, Amanda.  (2003).  Everyday race-making: Navigating racial boundaries in schools.  American Behavioral Scientist, 47(3), 283-305.

	R: 3/17
	
	In class video: Mad Hot Ballroom

	F: 3/18
	Paper # due!


	

	T/R: 3/22 - 3/24
	SPRING BREAK!!!!
	

	T: 3/29

	Disciplining student bodies and futures
	**MOO**  Noguera, Pedro.  (2003).  Schools, prisons, and social implications of punishment: Rethinking disciplinary practices.  Theory into Practice, 42(4), 341-350.

**MOO**  Anyon, Jean.  (1980).  Social class and the hidden curriculum of work. Journal of Education, 162(1), 67-93.



	R: 3/31
	Race-ing ability and achievement
	**MOO**  Staiger, Annegret.  (2004).  Whiteness as giftedness: Racial formation at an urban high school.  Social Problems, 51(2), 161-181.

**MOO**  Tyson, Karolyn, William Darity, Jr., and Domini Castellino. (2005).  It’s not ‘a Black thing’:  Understanding the burden of acting white and other dilemmas of high achievement.  American Sociological Review, 70: 582-605.

	T: 4/5
	
	**MOO**  Lew, Jamie.  (2006).  Burden of acting neither white nor Black: Asian American identities and achievement in urban schools.  The Urban Review, 38(5), 335-352.

	R: 4/7
	Understanding achievement gaps: A race-gender framework
	Lopez, Nancy.  (2003).  Hopeful girls, troubled boys: Race and gender disparity in urban education.  New York: Routledge, 1-65.

	T: 4/12
	
	Lopez, 67-111.

	R: 4/14
	
	Lopez, 113-178.

	T: 4/19

	Consuming higher education: Buying a degree?
	CP -- Illich, Ivan.  (1971).  Ch. 3: Ritualization of progress.  In Deschooling society.  New York: Harper and Row, 34-51.

**MOO**  Collins, Randall.  (2002).  The dirty little secret of credential inflation.  Chronicle of Higher Education, 49(5), 20.  



	R: 4/21
	Uncommon success: Social class in higher education
	CP -- Perrucci, Robert. and Wysong, Earl.  (2003).  Ch. 6: Educating for privilege: Dreaming, streaming, and creaming.  In The new class society: Goodbye American dream? Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 207-237.



	F: 4/22
	Paper #3 due!


	

	T: 4/26
	
	** MOO**  Cohen, Rita.  (1998).  Class consciousness and its consequences: The impact of an elite education on mature, working-class women.  American Educational Research Journal, 35(3), 353-375.
**MOO**  Stuber, Jenny M.  (2009).  Class, culture, and participation in the collegiate extra-curriculum.  Sociological Forum, 24(4), 877-900.

	R: 4/28
	College after hours


	**MOO**  Peralta, Robert.  (2007).  College alcohol use and the embodiment of hegemonic masculinity among European American men.  Sex Roles, 56, 741-756.

**MOO**  Bogle, Kathleen.  (2005).  The shift from dating to hooking up: what scholars have missed.  Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association.  

**MOO**  Armstrong, Elizabeth, Laura Hamilton, and Paula England.  (2010).  Is hooking up bad for young women.  Contexts, 9(3), 22-27.



	T: 5/3
	An athlete in a woman’s body?
	**MOO** Kiernan, Denise.  (2001).  The little law that could.  Ms. Magazine, 11(2), 18-25.

**MOO** Hardin, Mari and Erin Elizabeth Whiteside.  (2009).  The power of ‘small stories’: Narratives and notions of gender equality in conversations about sport.  Sociology of Sport Journal, 26(2), 255-276.



	R: 5/5
	Teach for America
	**MOO**  Kopp, Wendy.  (2008).  Remember the contributions you can make.  Vital Speeches of the Day, 74(7), 311-314.

**MOO**  Labaree, David.  (2010).  Teach for America and teacher ed: Heads they win, tails we lose.  Journal of Teacher Education, 61(1-2), 48-55.

	T: 5/10
	Changing schools, changing society?
	CP -- Bowles, Samuel. and Gintis, Herbert.  (1976). Ch. 11: Education, socialism, and revolution. In Schooling in capitalist America: Educational reform and the contradictions of economic life.  New York: Basic, 3-17.

CP -- Freire, Paulo.  (1990/1973). Ch. 2.  In  Pedagogy of the oppressed. New York: Continuum, 52-67.

	R: 5/12
	
	Work day


.

Sociological photographic essay due: Wednesday, May 18, 2011, by 4 p.m. on Moodle
Beauboeuf
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