
   
 

   
         ANTHROPOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT 
       Fall 2017, AH 112, T, Th: 12.40-2.10 pm 

           Professor Mona Bhan 
                             Office 218, Asbury Hall, Ph 765-658-1025 
                        Office hours:  T, Th: 10.00 to 11.00 am  
                                            monabhan@depauw.edu 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Development is often considered synonymous with progress and economic growth. This  
course seeks to challenge the framework within which development policies and 
practices have been conceptualized since the 1940s. How do discourses and practices of 
development reflect struggles over power, history, and culture? Why has development 
often been understood as a “neocolonial” endeavor that seeks to maintain the global 
hegemony of the “first world” over the “third world?” How has the trajectory of 
development shifted in the past five decades to encompass divergent agendas, practices, 
and meanings? How have these “macro” agendas shaped the lives of millions of men and 
women living across the globe?  Can development be understood as a monolithic 
category or do men and women experience it differently? This course will also highlight 
some of the most pressing concerns over the merits and limitations of globalization and 
familiarize students with ongoing social, political and economic debates over 
corporatization, consumption, and speculative finance. Using anthropological insights, 
we will explore the connections between colonialism, development, capitalism, and 
globalization to analyze how “development” is embedded in social inequities, and 
whether or not a more equitable form of development can be envisioned.  
 
You must utilize the services offered by the writing center on campus. While I will give 
you feedback though individual student conferences or through in-class writing 
workshops, it is important that you invest your time in developing and reinforcing your 
writing by scheduling regular appointments with folks at the writing center.  
 
 
Course Objectives: By the end of this course, students should have: 
 

1.  developed a critical understanding of core concepts in the Anthropology of   
development. 

2. developed a clear understanding of the historical relationship between  
colonialism, development and globalization. 

3. an understanding of how and why it is important to challenge perspectives that  
privilege an overwhelming reliance on economic indicators for measuring   
or quantifying development.  

4. understood the concept of development as a discourse and how it is experienced  
differently by multiple social actors based on their nationality, age, class,  
race, and gender. 



   
 

5. Students should be able to understand the workings of institutions such as the   
IMF and the World Bank and their highly debated role in poverty   
alleviation and debt relief. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Requirements 
 
1. Weekly readings and class participation: 
          Principal emphasis in the class will be on an elaborate and detailed discussion of 
the required readings/films. Students are thus strongly advised to come to class having 
done all the readings and prepared with questions or comments on specific readings.  
 
2. Weekly Commentaries: 
         Students are required to write a one-page commentary once a week. You should 
engage with the commentaries written by your peers. Engagement does not mean 
repeating what your peers have written; it means analyzing each other’s comments in 
relation to the reading for the day. I don’t expect polished write-ups. Students can turn in 
questions/opinion pieces or even poetry relevant to the content of the course. These will 
allow me to identify certain common themes or areas of general interest. These 
commentaries will not be graded individually but will count towards cumulative grades at 
the end of the semester.  
 
3.  Photo or Video Journal :1 Think of it as a commodity chain assignment 
          For your photo or video journal assignment, you will be required to either 
photograph or video record everything you purchase in one week (no matter how 
mundane). Write a couple of lines about the social and emotional contexts in which these 
purchases were made. I want you to explore some of the patterns of your own 
consumption and then to situate these in a broader local and global context.  
 
4.  Assignments and Research Paper: 
             All the students are expected to turn in one short paper and a research paper 
during the course of the semester. There will also be a mid-term exam for the course. 
Students are expected to write, coherent well-argued papers that focus on themes from 
the course (details will be provided in class). Your papers should demonstrate a critical 
engagement with the course material.  
  
             For the research paper, however, I do expect students to engage with outside 
scholarly sources. You will submit a working bibliography to me two to three weeks 
before your final paper is due. This will be followed by individual presentations of your 
research topic and peer-reviews. 
 

                                                 
1 Adapted from Dr. Jerry Jacka’s The Anthropology of Development and Globalization   
  Syllabus. 
 



   
 

5. Individual Presentations: 
 Towards the end of the semester, I expect students to present to the class a 
synopsis of the research paper that they intend to write. Each presentation should be no 
more than 15-20 minutes in length and should entail an overview of the research 
questions that the student is interested in pursuing, description of the project, and some 
preliminary conclusions. You are encouraged to use power-points if these are 
accompanied with sufficient interaction with your audience. Each presentation will be 
followed by a question and an answer session. Students are expected to engage with one 
another’s projects and provide useful feedback.  
 
 
The overall grading system will be:  
Assignment # 1:      20 %    
Exam One, Take home: 20% 
Research Paper:    20 %  
Photo/Video Journal:     10% 
Commentaries:       10% 
Class participation:        20% 

What does it mean to participate in class? 

An important component of this class is discussion. There are different kinds of 
contributions you can make to discussion, all of which you are expected to work on over 
the course of the semester. None of these are possible without coming to class each 
session having read the assigned readings:  

1. Attentively listening to your colleagues, in order to build on what has already been 
said;  
2. Asking colleagues to clarify unclear contributions; 
3. Summarizing key ideas that have emerged during the discussion; 
4. Articulating an answer to a posed question;  
5. Raising questions that help advance discussion; 
6. Offering an original idea related to the topic of discussion; 
7. Drawing on evidence (social scientific data, personal experience, popular culture) to  
     either support or challenge ideas; 
8. Constructively critiquing an idea offered in the readings or by a class member  
     (including me);  
9.  Pointing out how various comments complement each other or are at odds; 
10.Playing “devil’s advocate.”  (Adapted from Prof. Bordt’s FYS). 
 
 

 

 



   
 

 

Grading Scale: 

A   94%+ A- 90-93% 

B+ 87-89% B   84-86% B- 80-83% 

C+ 77-79% C   74-76% C- 70-73% 

D+ 67-69% D   64-66% D- 60-63% 

F   59%-  

The following information will help you better understand the criteria for graded 
material: 

A= exceptionally thought-provoking, original, creative in both content and manner of 
presentation, and a skillful use of concepts and/or materials which are fully supported.   

B= presents a solid understanding of the subject matter and an ability to handle the issues 
and materials encountered in the subject with only minor errors.    

C= demonstrates an adequate understanding of the subject matter with central ideas 
present, but too general, repetitious and not clearly supported or integrated with evidence 
and details.   

D= a minimally acceptable performance with a confusing central idea and lacking 
details.  Parts of the assignment are missing and/or incomplete.   

F= shows lack of effort and minimal comprehension of material with major mechanical 
errors, no thesis, and misuse of key concepts.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Required Books: There are seven books required for the course. Additional articles will 
be posted on Blackboard. 

 
*Susan George and Fabrizio Sabelli “Faith and Credit: The World Bank's Secular   
  Empire;  
 
* Philippe Bourgois “In search of respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio”;  

 
* Dorothy Hodgson “Once Intrepid Warriors:  Gender, Ethnicity, and the Cultural   
   Politics of Maasai Development”; 



   
 

 
* Arturo Escobar “Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the    
   Third World” 

 
            *  Micheal Goldman “Imperial nature: The World Bank and the Struggle for   
               Social Justice. 
 

 * Amin-ur-Rahman, “Women and Microcredit in Rural Bangladesh, “An        
    Anthropological Study of Grameen Bank Lending. 
 

            *  Karen Ho, “Liquidated: An Ethnography of Wall Street” 
 
Important Due Dates:  
9/7:        Start researching your prop 
9/21:      Prop Papers due in my inbox at 12.00 am 
10/12:    Take home exam due in my inbox by 12.00 am 
11/2:      Begin work on your photo/video journal 
11/28:    Photo journals due in my inbox by 12.00 am 
12/15:    Final Research Paper due in my inbox by 12.00 am 
 
These deadlines are “very firm” and negotiable only in extreme instances. If I do accept 
your late assignments, I will deduct points based on the lateness of the assignment.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8/24       Introduction 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8/29  Conceptual Framework 
 

Sachs, Wolfgang. 1992. “Introduction.” From Wolfgang Sachs, ed., The  
Development Dictionary. London: Zed Books, pps. 1-5 

 
Estava, Gustavo. 1992. “Development.” From Wolfgang Sachs, ed., The  

Development Dictionary. London: Zed Books, pps. 6-25 
 

 
8/31      Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848)  
                       and Alienated Labor (1844) 
 
            Gunder Frank, Andre. 1970 [1966] “The Development of Underdevelopment.” In  
  Robert Rhodes, ed., Imperialism and Underdevelopment: A Reader. 
  NY: Monthly Review Press, pps. 4-17 
 

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VstTwFxNKk&feature=related 
 



   
 

 
 
 
              9/5       The Discourse of Development: Poverty/First World/Third World 
 
             Escobar, Arturo. Encountering Development. Read selections (TBA) 
 
              9/7       Mini assignment: Find cold-war clips in which capitalism is being   
                          promoted as a way of life. Discuss in Class. 
 

 
Start collecting your sources for the first paper  
 
Newspapers/Magazines/News/Advertisements/Images/Videos. See the end of the 
syllabus for instructions. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
9/12    Williams, Gavin. 1995. “Modernizing Malthus: The World Bank, Population  
            Control, and the African Environment,” In Jonathan Crush, ed., Power of  
            Development. London and New York: Routledge. 
 
             Also watch this clip for a quick background to Malthus:   
             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyqOj61FkFQ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
9/14   Depoliticizing Development 
 
           Mitchell, Timothy.1995. “The Object of Development: America’s Egypt,” In   
                        Jonathan Crush, ed., Power of Development. London and New York:  
                        Routledge.   
 

Roe, Emery. 1991. “Development Narratives, Or Making the Best of Blueprint  
Development.” World Development 19(4):287-300. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
9/19  Discussion of props in class. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
9/21   Discourse and Agency 
 
          Pigg, Stacy. 1992. “Inventing Social Categories through Place: Social  

Representations and Development in Nepal.” Comparative Studies in 
Society and History 34 (3): 491-513. 
 

Papers due in my inbox by 12.00 midnight. 
________________________________________________________________________ 



   
 

 
9/26   Cultural Politics of Development 
 
  Hodgson, Dorothy. 2001. Once Intrepid Warriors 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
9/28     Hodgson, Dorothy. Continued… 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
10/3      Ethnography of Developers  
 
             Bigelow and Peterson, “Debt: The New Colonialism” (77-94). 
              
             George, Susan and Fabrizio Sabelli. 1994. Faith and Credit: The World Bank’s   
             Secular Empire. San Francisco: Westview Press.  
________________________________________________________________________  
 
10/5       Films Life and Debt and T-Shirt Travels 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10/10       George, Susan and Fabrizio Sabelli. 1994. Faith and Credit: The World Bank’s   
                Secular Empire. San Francisco: Westview Press.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10/12   Development, Sustainable Development, and Environment 
 
              Watch Words on Water in Class   
 
              Take home exam due 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fall Break: 14th to 22nd October 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
10/24   Sachs, Wolfgang. “Environment.” In Wolfgang Sachs, ed., The Development   

Dictionary. London: Zed Books. 
 

   Adams, W.M. 1990. “Green Development,” In Jonathan Crush, ed., Power of  
                          Development. London and New York Routledge. 
 
10/26     Conference (Read Goldman, Micheal. “Imperial Nature”) 
 
10/31    Goldman, Micheal. “Imperial Nature” 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 



   
 

11/2      Conference (Work on your photo/video journal) 
  
11/7       Selections from Mohd. Yunus’s ‘Banker to the Poor: Microcredit and the    
              Battle against Poverty.” Introduction, 43-84; 115-131. 
 
              Selections from Aminur Rahman’s Women and Microcredit in Rural  
              Bangladesh. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Begin work on your photo/video journals, due on the 24th  

 
11/9     Selections from Women and Microcredit in Rural Bangladesh.    
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Understanding Wall Street 
 
11/14      Liquidated: An Ethnography of Wall Street 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
11/16      Watch Inside Job in class or Frontline documentary Inside the Meltdown 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11/21       Liquidated: An Ethnography of Wall Street 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inequalities and Poverty in the First World 
 
 
11/28        Bourgois, Philippe. “In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. 
 
Photo journals due 
 
11/30        Conference 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12/5        Presentations 
 
12/7        Presentations 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Final research paper due on Dec 15th.  
 



   
 

 
 
 

 
  

Instructions for the first assignment: 
 
You can base your paper on newspaper/magazine articles, web blogs, photos, or any 
other forum that discusses/represents issues related to poverty and development. Make 
sure to pick one of the above sources for your paper since the paper is short. You could or 
focus on a newspaper/magazine article or use a media clip that represents some of the 
popular perceptions related to development/underdevelopment/poverty. 
 
The purpose of the assignment is to use theoretical insight(s) from the course (primarily 
concepts of discourse and articulation) to discuss and analyze your data.  
 
How should you structure your paper: Describe your data first. Tell the reader what your 
source argues. You could single out one main theme from your source rather than focus 
on multiple aspects of the piece. After a brief description of the text, use ideas from the 
course to critically engage with your data. Write about how your source is constructing 
the problem? How is the problem being represented? What is highlighted? What is left 
out? Who is doing the speaking? Whose voices are marginalized? And more importantly, 
is there an alternative way of constructing the problem? For instance, remember how the 
author in the desertification article starts with the assumption of the World Bank that 
links overpopulation with desertification. He then carefully tells the reader how the 
World Bank constructs its data based on generic stereotypes about ‘African’ 
communities. Eventually, he breaks this articulation between overpopulation and 
desertification by highlighting other factors that could perhaps be responsible for 
desertification such as privatization of property etc.   
 
Remember what you are doing in this paper is precisely this. Describing some of the 
assumptions of the text and then breaking them down using ideas and concepts from the 
course. You might not be able to provide alternative ways of thinking about the problem, 
and that is alright. What I want you to focus on is telling us what assumptions undergird 
the piece you are focused on. 
 
The paper should be three to four pages in length, use the first person pronoun to write 
the paper, and make sure that you state your argument upfront. Since this is a short paper, 
I suggest focusing on one issue and one particular source of data (either one magazine 
article or only your conversations with friends). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 


