
PRO-SEMINAR IN SOCIOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY 
ANTH 250/SOC 240 

11:40-12:20 
Asbury 111 

 
Instructor: Professor Angela Castañeda 
Email: acastaneda@depauw.edu 
Office Hours: T/R 10-Noon or by appointment 
Office: Asbury Hall 219 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces majors to faculty research in Anthropology and Sociology and to the 
connections between the two disciplines. Students will come to learn what anthropologists, 
archaeologists, and sociologists do and how they do it. This course is intended as an introduction 
to both disciplines in the major--their historical and theoretical connections and contributions to 
contemporary research and teaching. Active participation, discussion with guest presenters and 
attendance at all class periods is required. 
 
Course Goals 

● The course will foster an opportunity for students to become part of an academic cohort 
and establish closer ties with other majors and departmental faculty. 

● The course will present information regarding varied types of research and 
methodologies and theoretical perspectives in Anthropology and Sociology via faculty 
presentations. 

● The course will encourage students: a) to engage in critical thinking through questioning 
presenters; b) to work on the skill of summary and synthesis through writing; c) to gain a 
nuanced understanding of the similarities and differences between Anthropology and 
Sociology. 

● Make connections across/between the disciplines and the research presented.  
 
Course Requirements 
This course is offered as pass/fail only. In order to pass this class students must complete all of 
the following: 

● Attend all sessions of the course and participate in the discussion (asking questions of 
invited speakers). 

● Attend talks by outside speakers (as announced) TBA. 
● Write a 5-7 page synthesis of the presentations by invited speakers. 
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Dates of Classes (all classes are held on Wednesdays in Asbury 111 from 11:40-12:20) 
Lunch will be provided on the days when there are guest speakers. 
 
September 6th: Presentation by Dr. Angela Castañeda 
October 11th: Presentation by Dr. Matthew Oware 
November 1st: Presentation by Dr. Clark Sage 
November 29th: Presentation by Dr. David Newman  
 
NOTE ON ATTENDANCE: If you miss one of the above four classes, for any reason, you are 
required to find and read a published work by the speaker and then write a 1 page single-spaced 
reflection paper on what you read--to be turned in via email no later than 1 week from the missed 
class. Only ONE make-up paper is allowed per semester. If you miss more than one class, you 
will not meet the course requirements to pass the course. 
 
Required Paper  
(5-7 double-spaced, Author/Date Chicago Manual of Style Citation) 
This paper asks you to reflect on the presentations you’ve heard throughout this semester. Your 
job is to write a paper that seeks to make connections between the presentations. In what ways 
did the presentations overlap? Was there a central theme they all seemed to address? Does this 
speak to the similarities between the disciplines? Conversely, how did the presentations differ 
from one another? What different methodologies or techniques were used to address their central 
questions? Did they ask very different questions from one another? In what ways do 
Anthropology, Archaeology, and Sociology differ from one another? What did you learn about 
these various disciplines through faculty presentations? What stuck out to you the most?  
 
Paper due electronically via email: acastaneda@depauw.edu by 4pm: December 11th 
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