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                        SOC 303A ‑‑ SOCIAL THEORY
Course Description:

Doing social theory--telling stories about the social--not only develops the field of sociology, but is a key enterprise in everyday life as well.  In this course, we will trace the development of theoretical traditions in sociology: their connections to each other, points of divergence, insights, omissions, research applications and relevance for everyday life. We will investigate the questions and tenets of five overarching traditions in sociology: conflict theories, Durkheimian approaches, rational choice theories, micro-interactionism, and postmodernism. Some basic questions we will consider are:

     -- What if, as conflict theorists maintain, the struggle for power and domination among groups is the cornerstone of human existence?

     -- What if, as Durkheimian theorists claim, shared belief and social integration are 

at the heart of human societies?  


-- What if, as rational choice theorists argue, the pursuit of individual self-interest 
is the basis of social life?  

     -- What if, as micro-interactionists suggest, the construction and negotiation of meaning in everyday interaction is the essence of human existence?

     ‑‑ What if, as post-modernists posit, there is no grand narrative or driving force that organizes human history, only local narratives and local truths?

Other questions woven throughout the course include those about the nature of science and other forms of knowledge; the nature of history; the relationship between self and society; and issues of how social order is maintained, how power is exercised, how meanings emerge, and how change occurs. We will discuss the problem of assessing which theories are most credible in a world of many alternative explanations. We will explore the power of ideas and the interests that ideas may reflect, as well as the effects of personal history, political events, and prevailing intellectual traditions on the development of social theory. In the process, we will talk about how sociology emerged as a separate discipline and its commonalties, tensions, and dialogues with other fields of study.  Running through the course is the question of what social theory offers to us individually and collectively in understanding and acting in a world that is complex and multi-layered.  

Course Objectives:

1. To recognize the influences of historical conditions and personal biography on the development of social theory

2. To understand the foundational questions, ideas, and debates that shaped the development of sociology, as well as the voices and perspectives not represented

3.  To discover the ways in which contemporary social theories have drawn on, as well as diverged from, classical theoretical traditions in sociology

4.  To grasp the post-modernist critique of sociological theory and to recognize what sociology might learn from it

5. To recognize the differing views within sociology on the nature of science, knowledge, and truth
6. To appreciate the variety of perspectives on the nature and relationship of history, society, and the self 

7.  To realize the diversity of ideas on the processes producing shared belief and social integration in human societies 

8.  To recognize the range of views on the nature of conflict and domination in human societies

9.  To discern the variety of perspectives on how change occurs in human societies

10.  To understand the differing ideas on how meaning is constructed and negotiated in human interaction

11.  To see the connections between social theory and sociological research 

12.  To discover how the insights of social theory can be applied in everyday life and the value of doing theory in one’s own life

Course Readings:  Available at the DePauw bookstore in the Student Union
Randall Collins, Four Sociological Traditions, NY: Oxford University Press, 1994. 

ISBN:  978- 019508-2081
          James Farganis, Readings in Social Theory: The Classic Tradition to Post-Modernism, 6th ed., NY: McGraw-Hill, 2010.  ISBN:  978-0078-111-556  

Other readings for SOC 303 are available on e-reserves on Moodle;  see course outline for where readings are located.
Recommended books:  For those planning on graduate school in the social sciences, these two books listed below would be a good investment. They are available used at very reasonable prices at www.amazon.com and contain a wealth of classic articles in sociology, a number of which we are using in our course.
Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. ISBN: 978-0195087-024
Charles Lemert, ed. Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classical Readings. 2nd ed. Westview Press, 1998. ISBN:  978-0813334721
Class Meetings:

12:30-1:30 pm MWF in 303 Asbury
Classroom Etiquette:

Please try to arrive at class on time and without your lunch or other food. I’d prefer if laptops were not up during class because they put a bit of a wall between people in our class and make it harder for a classmate to speak if everyone is typing away on their computer; if you feel you need to take notes on a laptop, at least try to be fully attentive to the discussion and to your classmates’ comments.
Office Hours:

I encourage you to drop in to visit.  You don't need a crisis or an upcoming assignment to be welcome. I’d be happy to talk about your ideas or questions, graduate school, study abroad opportunities, other plans you have for the future, or anything else on your mind. If my office hours are inconvenient for you, we can set up another time to meet.  My office is in 331 Asbury and my office hours are:

Mondays

1:30 - 3:30pm
Wednesdays

1:30 - 3:30pm
Fridays

1:30 - 2:30pm
Course Expectations and Assignments:

Class attendance is expected. The material we will be reading is often difficult to grasp; much of it is the original work of 19th and early 20th century social theorists, some of it translated from German or French and steeped in allusions to these countries and past points in time.  My experience is that those who miss class have difficulty untangling the basic premises of these social theories, something needed for figuring out how to test social theories, for applying theoretical concepts to contemporary issues in the world today, for passing the course, and for writing a senior thesis that grounds sociological research in social theory. Class time will be used to put the material we've read into context, to elaborate on it, and to discuss collectively the insights, contradictions, limitations, and relevance of the theorists we have read. To contribute to this endeavor of doing theory, you need to be in class and to have read the day’s readings.
Identifying Key Questions and Insights (QI Days):  On these days, one person will start the class by identifying two big questions that a theorist is grappling with in the day’s reading--that is, what do you think this person trying to explain or understand?  After identifying two big questions that you think this theorist was concerned with, you should talk about one key insight, idea or proposition of this theorist that relates to one or both of the questions you have identified; why does it seem important to you or how might it be applied?  You will have 5-7 minutes to do your QI presentation. It should be in your own words, not those of the theorist you are talking about. Over the course of the semester, everyone will be responsible once for introducing two big questions and discussing a key insight. Whether you are an official presenter or not on a particular day, I encourage you to jot down the questions and insights, as well as  problems, in a theorist’s work as you read and to bring these with you to class. This will allow you to join in the discussion, whether you are the person introducing the big questions and insights or not. 

Applying Theory to Real Life (ATRL Days):  This project involves browsing an edition of a major newspaper (e.g., the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, etc.,) for the day and year of your birth or, alternatively, for your last birthday and choosing one article (not an editorial or letter-to-the –editor) from that issue to analyze using a concept from a particular theoretical tradition (you’ll be given the theoretical tradition).  Longer, more developed newspaper articles generally make it easier to apply a concept in a developed and convincing way. Choosing a theoretical concept that others before you haven’t already done or applying your concept in an original manner or to a novel issue will strengthen your presentation. You will have ten minutes to discuss your application of theory to the issue discussed in your newspaper article. Everyone will do one ATRL presentation over the course of the semester.   

Testing Social Theory:  “How Would I Test That?”  (HWITT Days):  On four days scattered throughout the semester, we will break into small groups for 20 minutes to work on designing a study that could be used to test a particular theoretical proposition (e.g., Marx’s statement that religion is an opiate of the people or Durkheim’s that public symbols serve to unify a community). Before these classes, you should work out a study design of your own with a sample population, variables and hypotheses and write it down so you can present it to your small group. I will sometimes collect these. Each small group will decide on a study to present to the larger class--a revision of one presented by a member of your group or a hybrid study that uses ideas from a number of people in your group. Each group will have 5-6 minutes to talk about its proposed study, followed by a discussion of the strengths and possible problems of each study design.

Recognizing the Presentation of Self:  Observation Day: When we are studying micro-interactionist theories, we will break into small groups with each group assigned a particular campus setting (e.g., the weight room, ARC, a classroom, etc.). Each member of the group will do a 30-minute observation (prior to this class) of how individuals in that setting use verbal and non-verbal cues to present an image of themselves and how their audience responds to this presentation. Everyone will bring their field notes and some findings from the observation to class in order to present them to your small group. Each small group will then decide which examples and findings to talk about with the larger class; these will relate to the presentation of self in the campus setting you have observed. One thing to focus on is whether performances seemed successfully managed or whether they were challenged or disrupted in some way.
Connecting Theory and Research:  Group Presentation Days:  There will be four presentations done in groups of four. Each person will be part of one presentation group which will show how social theory can be applied to contemporary research in sociology. You will have a particular theoretical tradition to work with and will find two recent research articles done by sociologists, each on a different topic, that draw on or illuminates the ideas of the theoretical tradition.  The aim is to show how theory can guide research and research can illustrate, refine, support or fail to support a particular theory. Each group will have 45 minutes for its presentation and 10 minutes to respond to class questions and comments. Two-thirds of your grade for the presentation will be based on your individual performance and one-third on the group’s overall performance.

Participating in the give-and-take of class discussion:  This includes offering interpretations and applications of social theory, posing questions for the rest of us to consider, drawing connections, assessing the compellingness of theories, and responding to the ideas raised by others. Doing well in class discussions requires careful reading, jotting down questions, concepts, insights and applications from the readings and talking about these during class. Try to join in the discussion in at least every other class period.
Writing three essay examinations: These exams, which each cover a third of the semester,

will ask you to explain, critique, apply, and compare the theoretical traditions we will

study. The exams will be an hour-and-a-half in length; the first two will start at noon and go until 1:30 pm (note the dates below). 

Components of the Course Grade:


Connecting Theory and Research: Group Presentation *
20%


Class Participation**





20% 


Exam 1
 Friday Oct. 1, Noon-1:30 pm in 303 AH

20%



Exam 2
 Wednesday Nov. 10, Noon-1:30 pm in 303 AH
20%


Exam 3
Thursday Dec. 16, 8:30-10:00 am in 303 AH      
20%        

Total  








100%

*2/3rds of this grade is based on your individual performance and 1/3rd on the overall group performance.


**The participation grade is based on the quality of your QI, HWITT, ATRL and Observation presentations, as well as the quality and frequency of your involvement in the give-and-take of classtime discussion. Doing well on participation requires careful reading and bringing up the insights of those readings, applications of them, and your reactions to them in class. The ATRL presentation will count a quarter toward your overall participation grade. The remainder will be based on your daily participation in discussion, QI, HWITT and observation projects. I will keep a running tally of your this participation. Try to add a comment to our class at least every other class meeting.
The "S" Component of the Course:

This course is part of the University's competency program in oral communication.  Class discussion, small group work, and presentations (individual and group) are a central part of the course and comprise 40% of the course grade.  There are a variety of ways to gain “S” experience and competency, some involving individual work and others work with others; some are more informal and others more formal. These include participating in the following (described in more detail above under “Course Expectations”):


Questions and Insights (QI) Day

How Would I Test That (HWITT) Days


Observation Day


Applying Theory to Real Life (ATRL) presentation


Connecting Theory and Research: Group Presentation


Class discussion

“S” certification requires doing satisfactory ("C-" or better) work on the forms of oral communication listed above.  Receiving "S" certification and passing the course are not the same thing.  It is possible to pass the course, but not be "S" certified.  In assessing oral competence, I will look for the following:

‑‑Demonstrating understanding of the readings:  being able to explain clearly the questions and argument of an author; being able to highlight the central ideas, concepts, and propositions in a theoretical work; showing how a theory could be tested.

‑‑Assessing the arguments of others:  Going beyond information contained in the readings; being able to evaluate a piece of writing or a classmate’s comments to see their insights, omissions, contradictions or assumptions; being able to present credible counter‑arguments.

 ‑‑Drawing connections and seeing contrasts between the work of different theorists or between different theoretical traditions in sociology; recognizing commonalities and differences between theoretical traditions.

‑‑Raising questions that show an attempt to understand more fully the material under discussion.  These might be questions related to an ambiguous or problematic idea or questions which raise doubts about the compellingness of an argument.

‑‑Applying a theory or concept to occurrences in everyday life: being able to see the implications and relevance of a social theory for understanding problems in the world today.

‑‑Marshaling support for a position:  being able to elaborate on and defend in a clear, compelling manner an argument that you advance. 

‑‑Speaking in your own voice and in  a manner that is understandable to your audience; using your own words and employing vocabulary, illustrations, and a speaking style that engages the interest of your classmates.

Basically, the "S" part of the course is practice in the art of spoken argument.  It involves many of the same analytical, organizational, and creative skills that good writing does.  While delivery style can strengthen (or weaken) oral presentations, what is most important is the quality of thought illustrated in your comments. Close reading of texts and organizing your thoughts in writing before class will make class participation easier and of higher quality.

Academic Integrity:  Universities depend on integrity in academic life. Academic dishonesty on exams, papers or presentations is a serious matter with serious penalties. Please review the Student Handbook on forms of academic dishonesty, procedures when it arises, and penalties. I will discuss this more in class and would be happy to talk with you individually if you have a question about appropriate paraphrasing, quoting, citing, or use of the work of others. Like in writing, in oral presentations, the vast majority of what you present should be in your own words, not those of others, and should show your own thought and analysis. When you are quoting or paraphrasing another author, you should note that in a presentation—-e.g., “As Marx stated, . . .” or “As Durkheim observed, . . .”
Contribution of SOC 303 to the Conflict Studies Program
This course is cross-listed with the Conflict Studies program and may be used to fulfill a major or minor in the program. In Social Theory, we will examine how the grand narratives that have shaped sociology as a discipline reflect a struggle for hegemony among competing world views, some of which prioritize power, domination and conflict as central to human history—e.g., the work of Hegel, Karl Marx, W.E.B. DuBois and Michel Foucault—while other theorists downplay their importance and create a different sense of what is at the heart of human existence. Particularly relevant for Conflict Studies majors is the examination in this course of theories related to economic inequalities, social class, race, gender, sexuality, the criminal justice system, the state, and revolution. In reading theory, we will discuss how the particular social locations of theorists may have affected the theories they constructed, as well as how theory might serve as the basis for social action aimed at redressing conflicts and power imbalances.
If you are a Conflict Studies major or minor or thinking of becoming one, please feel free to talk with me about how this course connects with the rest of your Conflict Studies coursework and how to draw such connections in class discussions and other coursework.
Course Schedule:

W1:  Introduction to the Course:  ‘Telling Stories about the Social’ (Weds. Aug 25)

Recommended:  Randal Collins text, “Prologue: The Rise of the Social Sciences” Pp 3-46.

  Conflict Traditions in Sociology: An Overview (Fri. Aug. 27)  
Randall Collins text, "The Conflict Tradition" Pp. 47-70.

W2:  Marx and Engels on Theories of Class Conflict and Alienated Labor (Mon. Aug. 30), QI Day

James Farganis, “Karl Marx: Alienation, Class Struggle, and Class Consciousness” Pp. 29-31. 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Manifesto of the Communist Party, Pp. 31-43 in Farganis.

Karl Marx, “Estranged Labor” from The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Pp 37-43 in the 5th edition of James Farganis, Readings in Social Theory, on e-reserves on Moodle.
Marx and Engels on the Class Basis to Politics and Revolution (Weds. Sept . 1), QI Day

Randall Collins text, “The Theory of Political Conflict” and “The Theory of Revolution,” Pp. 70-76.

Karl Marx, "The Class Basis of Politics and Revolution" from Pp 17-35 of Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings, 1994, e-reserves on Moodle.
Max Weber’s Multi-dimensional Approach to Conflict: Class, Status, and Party (Fri. Sept. 3), QI Day

Randall Collins text, "Max Weber and the Multidimensional Theory of Stratification" Pp. 81-92.

Max Weber, "Class, Status, and Party" from Economy and Society, Pp. 92-101 in Farganis.
W3:  “How Would I Test That?” Day:  The Impact of Class and Status on Political Power (Mon. Sept. 6) Small group work and presentations.

Before class, design a study (in writing) with a sample population, variables (measurable concepts) and testable hypotheses to assess test whether social class and status affect political power the way Marx & Engels and Weber maintained. Write your study proposal down and bring it to class.  You will present your study in a small group and then each group will decide on a study to present to the larger class; this could be a revised version of one of the proposed studies or something new. I will sometimes collect the study design you brought to class.

Contemporary Conflict Theories of Class (Weds. Sept. 8)

James Farganis, “Conflict Theory” Pp.193-195 in Farganis.

Randall Collins text, "The Twentieth Century Intermingles Marxian and Weberian Ideas" Pp. 92-105.

Conflict Theories of Revolution and Inequality among Nations (Fri. Sept. 10), ATRL & QI Day

Randall Collins text, “The Golden Age of Historical Sociology” Pp. 108-12.

Immanuel Wallerstein, "The Modern World System"  from Pp 426-432 in Charles Lemert, ed., Social Theory: The Multicultural & Classical Readings, e-reserves on Moodle.
Theda Skocpol, “The State as a Janus-Faced Structure” excerpted from States and Social Revolutions, 1979 "  from Pp 432-435 in Charles Lemert, ed., Social Theory: The Multicultural & Classical Readings, e-reserves on Moodle.

Joseph E. Steiglitz, “Globalism’s Discontents” Pp. 450-455 in Farganis./

W4:  Adding Gender as a Locus of Conflict: Women’s Work & Class Position (Mon. Sept. 13)  ATRL & QI Day

Randall Collins text, "The Theory of Sex Stratification," Pp 78-81.

Friedrich Engels, "The Patriarchal Family” excerpted from The Origin of the Family, Private Property and State, 1884, Pp 74-77 in Charles Lemert, ed., Social Theory: The Multicultural & Classical Readings, e-reserves on Moodle.

Heidi Hartmann, “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism.” Pp. 172-184 in Alison Jaggar and Paula Rothenberg, eds. Feminist Frameworks. NY: McGraw-Hill, e-reserves on Moodle.

Marxist Theories of Religion and Ideology (Weds. Sept. 15), QI Day

Ludwig Feuerbach, "The Essential Nature of Religion," and "God as the Objectification of the Human Intellect," e-reserves on Moodle.

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “The German Ideology” from The German Ideology, Pp. 43-46 in the 5th ed. of Farganis, Readings in Social Theory, e-reserves on Moodle.
Karl Marx, "Theses on Feuerbach" from The German Ideology, e-reserves on Moodle.
Karl Marx, "Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right," e-reserves on Moodle.

“How Would I Test That?” Day:  Is Religion an Opiate?  Testing Marx’s Theory of Religion (Fri. Sept. 17) Small group work and presentations

Design a study (in writing) before class with a sample population, variables and testable hypotheses to assess the credibility of Marx’s theory of religion as an opiate. You will present your study in a small group and then each group will decide on a study to present to the larger class; this could be a revised version of one of the proposed studies or something new

W5: The Power of Religious Ideas:  Max Weber on Protestantism and the Rise of Capitalism (Mon. Sept. 20) 
David Ashley and David Michael Orenstein, “Other Major Themes and Foci: The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” Pp 215-18 in Sociological Theory: Classical Statements (1985), e-reserves on Moodle.

Max Weber, Excerpt from "The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” Pp. 77-81 in Farganis. 

Weber on Rationalization and the Iron Cage (Weds. Sept. 22) ATRL and QI Day

James Farganis, “Max Weber: The Iron Cage” Pp. 73-77.

Max Weber, “Bureaucracy” from Economy and Society, Pp 81-92 in Farganis.

Applying Conflict Theory to Contemporary Research in Sociology (Fri. Sept 24) Group Presentation Day

Presentation 1  
W6:  Queer-ing Sociology:  Adding Sexual Identity as a Locus of Conflict (Mon. Sept. 27) ATRL and QI Day

Steven Seidman, “Queer-ing Sociology, Sociologizing Queer Theory” Sociological Theory 12(2) 1999: 166-77, e-reserves on Moodle.  

Applying Sociology to Real Life Presentations and Review of Conflict Theories in Sociology (Weds. Sept. 29) ATRL Day

FIRST EXAM:   Friday Oct. 1, Noon-1:30 pm in 303 Asbury
W7:  Emile Durkheim:  Social Facts and the Case for Sociology (Mon. Oct. 4) QI Day

Randall Collins text, “The Durkheimian Tradition,” Pp. 181-186.

Emile Durkheim, “Excerpt from The Rules of the Sociological Method, in the 5th ed. of Farganis, Readings in Social Theory: 58-63, e-reserves on Moodle.

Emile Durkheim, “Montesquieu as Forerunner of the Science of Sociology,” e-reserves on Moodle.

Emile Durkheim, “Sociology, Collective Psychology, and the Reality of Society,” e-reserves on Moodle.
Taking on Evolutionary Theories of Religion: Durkheim on the Social Functions of Religion (Weds. Oct. 6) QI Day

Randall Collins text, "The Second Wing of Social Anthropology," Pp. 203-214. 
Emile Durkheim, Excerpt from The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, Pp. 63-71 in Farganis.

Emile Durkheim, "The Social Basis of Religion and the Sociology of Knowledge" e-reserves on Moodle.

“Emile Durkheim: Anomie and Social Integration” Excerpt from  The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, Pp 51-63 in Farganis.

“How Would I Test That?” Day:  To What Extent do Public Symbols Perform an Integrative Function? (Fri. Oct. 8) 
Randall Collin text, “The Ritual Basis of Stratification” Pp 214-224.

Design a study (in writing) before class with a sample population, variables and testable hypotheses to assess whether a particular public symbol creates a sense of collective identity and solidarity. You will present your study in a small group and then each group will decide on a study to present to the larger class; this could be a revised version of one of the proposed studies or something new.
W8:  Contemporary Applications of Durkheimian Theories of Religion (Mon. Oct. 11) 

Wendy Griffin, "The Embodied Goddess: Feminist Witchcraft and Female Divinity" from Sociology of Religion, 56(1) 1995: 35-48, e-reserves on Moodle.

Bradley Hertel and Michael Donahue, "Parental Influences on God Images among Children: Testing Durkheim's Metaphoric Parallelism," from Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 34(2) 1995: 186-199, e-reserves on Moodle.

Functionalist Theories of Class Inequality (Weds. Oct. 13) ATRL and QI Day

James Farganis, “Functionalism” Pp. 157-159.

Randall Collins text, "Merton, Parsons, and Functionalism" Pp. 198-203.

Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore, "Some Principles of Stratification" from the American Sociological Review, 10, 1945,  Pp. 159-167 in Farganis.

Functionalist Theories of Gender and Feminist Critiques (Fri. Oct. 15)  ATRL and QI Day

Claude Levi-Strauss, "Kinship as Sexual Property Exchange" Pp. 227-243 in Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings, 1994, e-reserves on Moodle.
FALL BREAK:   Saturday Oct. 16 - Sunday Oct. 24
W9  The Utilitarian/Rational Choice Traditions: An Overview (Mon. Oct. 25)  ATRL Day

Randall Collins text, "The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition"  Pp. 121-144. 

Problematic Aspects of Rationality (Weds. Oct. 27) QI Day

Randall Collins text, "The Paradoxes and Limits of Rationality," Pp. 153-159.

James G. March and Herbert Simon, "Bounded Rationality and Satisficing."  Pp. 145-161 in Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings, 1994, e-reserves on Moodle.

Mancur Olson, "Public Goods and the Free Rider Problem." Pp. 162-170 in Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings, 1994, e-reserves on Moodle.

Randall Collins text, “Proposed Rational Solutions for Creating Social Solidarity” 
Pp. 159-163.

No Class:  Friday October 29

W10:  Applying Durkheimian Theory to Contemporary Research in Sociology (Mon. Nov. 1) Group Presentation Day

Presentation group 2  
 Rational Choice Theories of the State and Public Policy; Review Day (Weds. Nov. 3) ATRL Day
Randall Collins text, "The Rational Theory of the State” and “The New Utilitarian Policy Science” Pp. 169-179.

“How Would I Test That?” Day:  Are People in Partnerships Always Looking for a Better Alternative?  (Fri. Nov. 5)  Small group work and presentations

Design a study (in writing) before class with a sample population, variables and testable hypotheses to assess whether those in partnerships are routinely on the lookout for more desirable partners. You will present your study in a small group and then each group will decide on a study to present to the larger class; this could be a revised version of one of the proposed studies or something new

W11  Applying Rational Choice Theory to Contemporary Research in Sociology (Mon. Nov. 8)  Group Presentation Day
Presentation group 3

SECOND EXAM:  Wednesday November 10, noon–1:30pm in 303 Asbury
Micro-Interactionist Theories of the Self: Charles Horton Cooley, W.E.B. Du Bois and George Herbert Mead (Fri. Nov. 12)  QI Day

James Farganis, “Symbolic Interactionism,” Pp. 297-299.

Charles Horton Cooley, "Society is in the Mind." Pp. 283-289 in Randall Collins, ed. Four Sociological Traditions: Selected Readings, 1994, e-reserves on Moodle. 
James Farganis, “W.E.B. Du Bois: Double-Consciousness and the Public Intellectual” Pp 139-141.

W.E.B. Du Bois, Excerpt from The Souls of Black Folk, Pp. 147-154 in Farganis.

Randall Collins text, "The Micro-interactionist Tradition" Pp. 242-260.

W12    Applying Herbert Blumer’s Concept of Defining-the-Situation to the Construction of Deviance:  Hit Men and Coca Growers (Mon. Nov. 15) QI day
Herbert Blumer, “Society as Symbolic Interaction” Pp 300-307 in Farganis.

Randall Collins text, “Blumer Creates Symbolic Interactionism” Pp 260-266.

Maria Clemencia Ramirez. 2005 “Construction and Contestation of Criminal Identities: The Case of the ‘Cocaleros’ in the Colombian Western Amazon.” Journal of Drug Issues. Winter: 57-82, e-reserves on Moodle.

Ken Levi, “Becoming a Hit Man” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography (formerly Urban Life) 10(1), 1981, e-reserves on Moodle.

Erving Goffman’s Dramaturgical Theory:  Performing Race and Gender (Weds. Nov. 17) QI and ATRL day; Explanation of  Friday’s Observation Project 

Erving Goffman, “The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life” Pp. 307-316 in Farganis.

Candace West and Don H. Zimmerman, “Doing Gender” Pp. 410-419 in Farganis.
Brent Staples, "Just Walk On By: A Black Man Ponders his Power to Alter Public Space” Literary Cavalcade 50(5) September 1998: 38-42, e-reserves on Moodle.

Observing the Presentation-of- Self at DePauw: Examining Verbal and Non-Verbal Cues and the Responses to them (Fri. Nov. 19) Small group discussions and presentations

Bring your field notes to class from your observation project and an outline of your major findings. You will present these to your small group and then the group will select some of these observations and findings to report to the larger class. 

Micro-Interactionist Theories of Consciousness:  Phenomenology and Ethnomethodology (Mon. Nov. 22 )  ATRL Day

James Farganis, “Phenomenological Sociology and Ethnomethodology” Pp. 257-258.

Harold Garfinkel, "Studies of the Routine Grounds of Everyday Activities” Pp. 287-295 in Farganis.

Randall Collins text, "The Sociology of Consciousness: Husserl, Schutz, and Garfinkel" to “Erving Goffman's Counterattack" Pp. 266-290.

Thanksgiving Break:   Wednesday November 24 - Sunday November 28)

W13  Constructing Consciousness:  The Language of Defense Intellectuals and the Media’s Role in Creating Villains and Victims in the Middle East (Mon. Nov. 29)

Video clip:  “Peace, Propaganda and the Promised Land”

Carol Cohn, "Slick ‘Ems, Lick Em’s, Christmas Trees and Cookie Cutters: Nuclear Language and How We Learned to Pat the Bomb” (also titled: “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals" in the book The Woman Question), Bulletin of the Atomic Scientist, 1997, 431(5): 17-24, e-reserves on Moodle.

Applying Micro-Interactionism to Contemporary Research in Sociology (Weds. Dec. 1) Group Presentation Day

Presentation Group 4

Post-Modernist Roots, Post-Modernist Developments (Fri. Dec. 3)  ATRL Day

James Farganis, “Friedrich Nietzsche: Reason and Power.” Pp. 91-94 in Readings in Social Theory: The Classic Tradition to Post-Modernism,  3rd ed., e-reserves on Moodle.
James Farganis, “Post-Modernism” Pp. 357-358.

W14  Post-Modernist Perspectives on Culture and Sexuality: The Work of Jean Baudrillard and Michel Foucault (Monday Dec. 6), QI Day

Jean Baudrillard, “Disneyworld Company” (Translated by François Debrix) from Liberation, March 4, 1996. Available at:  http://chin.nju.edu.cn/zwx/zhousian/shijue/chapter5/8.htm 
George Ritzer, “Michel Foucault: Sexuality, Power, and Self” Pp. 63-75 in Postmodern Social Theory. 1997, e-reserves on Moodle.

Post-Modernism on Knowledge, Power and the Human Sciences (Weds. Dec. 8)  

Michel Foucault, “The Carceral” from Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, 1975, Pp. 358-368 in Farganis.

Peter Conrad, "The Discovery of Hyperkinesis: Notes on the Medicalization of Deviant Behavior." Social Problems. October 1975: 12-21, e-reserves on Moodle.

Is Sociological Theory Possible in a De-centered, Postmodern World?  Is Political Action Possible?  (Friday Dec. 10)  ATRL Day
George Ritzer, “Postmodern Social Theory and Contemporary Sociological

Theory,” Pp 201-218 in Postmodern Social Theory, 1997, e-reserves on Moodle.
Prepare for the final exam.

FINAL EXAM:   Thurs. December 16, 8:30 - 10:00am in 303 Asbury
