
Library Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes 

December 9, 2014: 4:00 

Conference Room, Roy O. West Library 

 

Present: Brian Howard (Chair), Jason Fuller, Geoff Klinger, Rick Provine, Bruce 
Sanders 

1. Rick updated the committee about the current status of the library campaign.  It 
has moved beyond the initial idea stage; development is shooting for $300 million, 
with $200 million already committed.  There are still donors out there who are 
interested in it.  Rick noted that he is optimistic about this especially given that it 
appears to be a key piece of the most recent capital campaign.  He noted that he is 
not sure of the timeline, but the hope is that the next phase of the project will come 
sooner than later. 

Jason asked, “What is the central piece of the renovation plans?”  Rick answered, a 
‘reading room’ (2 stories) with study tables and soft seating.  In addition the “gallery” 
which leads to the reading room will be reconfigured.  The overall hope is to create a 
dramatic entry space. There are “pretty pictures and conceptual designs” so far, but 
no engineering work done yet. 

Rick noted that we still need to address the archives, a space that is running out of 
room.  One of the questions is whether or not there are naming opportunities for 
particular spaces. 

2.  Rick noted that the theft of the life size Roy cardboard cutout generated some 
positive press (two articles in The DePauw).   

Rick is encouraging students to give direct input about how to reconfigure study 
room spaces. Poster-size post-its were put up in some of the study rooms, asking 
“What should be improved in this room?” 

Next semester, as is the case every two years, the library will be reviewing journal 
and database holding.  The key is to eliminate redundancies.  The hope is to open up 
more space within the library budget for new holdings, despite flat budgets, and to 
better align the library resources to recent changes in the curriculum, and to 
accommodate recent faculty requests.  A call will go out to the faculty in spring 2015. 

Some recent additions to the holdings include a large collection (in the cloud) of 
theses, and a smaller collection in Classical Studies. 



3. Discussion item: Should the library house textbooks?  Initially, the library did not 
house these texts, encouraging students to buy their own textbooks so that they can 
more fully engage with the texts (mark them up, etc.). 

The other issue is that textbooks become so quickly outdated. 

The tide seems to be turning.  A lot of libraries seem to be purchasing textbooks and 
making them available, at least on reserve.  Some purchase texts just within the 
sciences, others purchase them across the curriculum. There has also been a rise in 
students requesting them, especially international students or those with financial 
need. 

There is also a movement toward ‘open textbooks’ that are widely available to 
readers free of cost, and this significantly changes the landscape, as well. 

The library might look into buying one or a few copies of each book in the bookstore, 
to put on reserve. Likely to stick with physical books for now – e-textbooks are still 
too non-standard, and don’t give the confidence of being available far into the future. 

Jason asked, “Do we want to buy one copy, or multiple copies?”  Rick said it would 
be decided on a case-by-case basis. 

Jason noted that this would also give readers access to older texts that are currently 
out of print. 

Rick said that early reports are that students are still buying textbooks given this 
change. 

Jason noted that students are circumventing this system anyway by photocopying 
friend’s textbooks.  Rick noted that we have many texts already with e-books that 
are available online through the library (e.g. Cambridge and Oxford U P books). 

Brian asked about the mechanism for getting access to these texts.  Geoff asked if are 
there concerns about how we handle high demand usage time for books that are on 
reserve.  Rick answered this is often true of all reserve material.  In addition, we can 
always use ILL to get additional copies in two days. 

Rick noted that we are not buying e-books with vigor because we are not receiving 
assurances that we will have access with these resources in perpetuity.  Instead, we 
are investing in databases like e-libraries that give us access to a variety of texts. 

Jason asked if we needed to have a bigger discussion of this on campus.  Rick said 
that this is likely, but we will handle it as the movement gains traction. 

4. Jason asked for an update about implementation of the Open Access policy.  Rick 
and Bruce held a faculty forum earlier this semester to orient faculty to the new 
Open Access policy.  They will hold similar meetings in spring 2015, and send out an 
email early next semester reminding faculty what to do when publishing.  



So far, Rick and Bruce noted, it’s going great.  There is quite a bit of stuff in there.  
And it is getting accessed and downloaded with vigor – the current content on the 
server seems to be getting a good number of hits. 

 

Brian adjourned the meeting at 4:43. 

 

 

 


