
 

New International Students 

 

International admission 

We are pleased that you are considering DePauw University for your higher education. We invite you to begin 
exploring all of the opportunities available to you at DePauw! Follow the link below to learn more about our 
admission guidelines. http://www.depauw.edu/admission/applying/ 
 

Applying for a U.S. Student Visa (F-1 and J-1) 

         
You Need Several Documents to Apply for a Visa 
Once you‟ve received your admission letter from DePauw, you should expect to receive your I-20 form or 
DS-2019 in the month of May or June. The form I-20 or DS-2019 indicates that you have been offered 
admission to DePauw. It also gives you a "report date," or the date when you're expected to arrive at 
DePauw. 
         
You Need Several Documents to Apply for a Visa 

 Form I-20 or DS-2019, which you received from DePauw. 

 Application Form DS-160 which you can get by accessing this link 
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html 

 A passport that is valid for at least the next six months (preferably longer). 

 A passport-sized photo of yourself. 

 A receipt that shows payment of the SEVIS fee, you should use a credit card to pay your $200 
SEVIS fee.  Be sure to print your receipt; you will NOT be able to re-enter the online SEVIS 
system and print it off later. 

 A receipt that shows payment of the visa processing fee. How you pay the fee differs in each country, 
so make sure to check with your local U.S. embassy or consulate for details. In some countries, you 
may not be able to pay the fee at the consulate. 
         

Other Supporting Documents 

 Academic records to date. 

 Copies of scores from any standardized tests you've taken (SAT, TOEFL, IELTS, etc.). 

 Letters of admission and scholarship awards from DePauw. 

 Original financial documents, such as bank statements, tax documents showing your/your family's 
income, and statements from any investments that you plan to use to finance you education. 

 Documents showing any scholarships or financial aid from other sources (governmental or 
organizational grants, outside scholarships). 

 Evidence that you intend to return to your home country, anything that shows you have strong ties 
to your home country. 

 
         
 
 
 

http://www.depauw.edu/admission/applying/
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/forms/forms_1342.html
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/index.htm
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/index.htm


 
 
The Interview 
U.S. Embassies and Consulates in some countries are very busy and may have a long waiting list for visa 
interviews. It's a good idea to check with the consulate early in the application process, even before you 
receive an I-20, just in case your consulate has a waiting period. Some countries may have a months-long 
waiting period; others may be able to schedule interviews fairly quickly. The best way to succeed in your 
interview is to arrive well-prepared. Think about answers to the following questions: 
         

 Why do you want to study in the United States? 

 Why did you choose DePauw? 

 Why did you choose this major? What jobs does this major prepare you for? 

 How will studying in the United States prepare you for a career in your home country? 

 What have you been involved in that shows your commitment to your home country? 

 How will you pay for tuition and fees and living expenses in the United States for the duration of 
your studies? (Remember, you are not allowed to work in the United States except under special 
circumstances). 

  
Remember, by U.S. law, it is the consular officer's job to find reasons to deny your visa. The consular officer 
is required to assume that you're trying to immigrate to the United States. You have the burden to prove that 
you are planning to return to your home country after finishing your studies. 
         
Arrival in the U.S. 
Please be aware that when you arrive in the U.S., you will be given a Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Record 
either on the airplane or in the immigration area of the airport; this small, but important document is also a 
part of your required immigration documentation.  You will need to know the address and phone number of 
where you will be living to complete this document.  This information is available to you on e-Services, so be 
sure to print this information out and bring it with you.  You will need to pass through immigration at your 
first entry in the U.S.  You may encounter a long wait at immigration; please be patient and respectful.  Please 
see the Department of Homeland Security Fact Sheet so that you can know what to expect when you arrive 
at a U.S. port of entry. 
         
Contact information 
Please remember to keep all of your immigration documents with you. When entering the U.S, you will be 
required to present to a Customs and Border Protection (CBP) official the payment receipt of the Sevis I-901 
fee, in addition to your passport and I-20 or DS2019. Do not pack these documents in your check-in 
luggage. If you need help,  contact Loutfi Jirari at (765) 658-6697, Aliza Frame at (765) 658-4863 or 
Public Safety at (765) 658-4261, you may need to call someone about changing flight plans or if there is an 
issue at immigration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1160495895724.shtm


 
 
Preparing for Arrival 
We are excited you will be joining us at DePauw University. The information provided here will help you 
prepare for your travels to the U.S. 
 
Transportation to Campus 
We recommend that you plan your travel so that you arrive in Indiana at the Indianapolis International 
Airport (IND) on Saturday, August 11th, 2012. You can catch one of the three DePauw shuttles that will 
bring you to campus. Shuttles are planned for 10:00am, 2:00pm, and 6:00pm. They will depart promptly from 
the Ground Transportation area of the Indianapolis International Airport.  All new international students are 
required to participate in the International Student Orientation scheduled from Saturday, August 11th,  2012 
to Friday, August 17th, 2012 . In addition, international students are also required to take part in the First-
Year Student Orientation.  
 
If you travel to campus on your own, please contact The Public Safety Office, located in the Union Building, 
room 210, for your room key. The phone number is 765-658-4261. 
 
Baggage and Mail 
The International Student Services office has limited space to store mail and packages for incoming 
international students. However, if absolutely necessary, you may have baggage and mail sent to ISS before 
your arrival. When shipping items to our office, we recommend using a reliable carrier service such as FedEx, 
UPS or DHL that will ensure proper customs clearance and delivery. We also recommend purchasing 
insurance protection for your shipment, in case it is lost or damaged during travel. Please note the following: 

 It is preferable that you arrange for your items to be delivered no earlier than two weeks before your 
arrival. 

 Inform our office by email iss@depauw.edu when the package is shipped and give us the 
approximate date it will be delivered to ISS. This will also provide us with your contact email so that 
we can inform you that the package has arrived. 

 

If prior to arriving to DePauw you ship packages to your own campus mailing address (your “UB Box”), 

please note that you may not be able to access those packages on Saturday or Sunday of orientation. 

 DePauw‟s Student Mail Center is only open on weekdays, Monday through Friday. 

 

When travelling to the United States, carry any important documents with you at all times in case 

you have baggage delays or other problems. Be careful with your belongings as you travel. Avoid 

travelling with large amounts of cash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Clothing 

You will want to have clothing for a variety of activities including going to class, exercising, and going to a 

concert or out to dinner.  Recently several international students at DePauw said that they were surprised that 

most DePauw students are fashionably dressed.  The students had been told before coming to America that 

students here dress very casually.  DePauw, like many smaller universities, is an exception to this general rule. 

However, you should dress as you are accustomed to and how you are most comfortable. 

Although clothing can be relatively inexpensive in the U.S., local shopping is somewhat limited to a handful 

of smaller shops.  Many students shop online.  Most students go to larger, nearby cities to shop for more 

fashionable attire; these towns are approximately one hour‟s drive from Greencastle. Students also shop for 

clothing during break periods if they visit large, urban areas around the country, such as Chicago, New York 

or San Francisco.  

If you have a native or national dress, please bring it with you.  There will be opportunities for you to wear 

your traditional clothes during international and cultural events. 

             

Weather 

It will be hot and humid when you first arrive, and in September, April and May as well.  You will need light 

clothing for this time.  20°C to 35°C (68°F to 95°F). 

Students, especially from warm climates, may need to purchase winter clothing - a heavy coat, gloves, scarf 

and hat, and waterproof winter boots or heavy shoes.  You may buy these items in Greencastle if necessary. 

 The winters in Greencastle can get quite cold: -18°C to 5°C (0°F to 40°F). 

             

Items from Home 

To make you feel more at home, bring photos of your family and friends. You may also want to bring cultural 

artifacts so that others can learn about your culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

International Student Orientation 

The first semester at a new school promises to be one of the most exciting and hectic times of college life. 
 For international students studying in a new educational system and far away from home, it can be even 
more challenging.  International Student Orientation is required as it allows additional time for international 
students to adjust to DePauw University and the United States, but also time to cover the many important 
topics that are specific to international students‟ success while studying here.  Topics and events include:         
     

 President‟s Welcome Address and Reception 

 Campus Tour 

 Classroom Experience 

 English Language Assessment 

 Immigration 101 – How to Stay in Status 

 Opening a Bank Account 

 Employment 

 Health Insurance 

    

The week also promises fun, with movie nights, scavenger hunts and shopping trips.  By the end of the week, 

international students will be ready to take part in the required First Year Experience during which they will 

meet more students, meet with their academic advisors to discuss their courses and learn more about what is 

available to them as a DePauw student.  

             

English Language and Academic Support 

DePauw students have access to a wide variety of resources at their fingertips when they need academic 

assistance.  Given that English language, writing and study skills are essential to achieve success in any 

DePauw classroom, international students can take advantage of additional English and academic support 

services, including tailored writing seminars, tutoring, workshops and Academic Resource Centers to improve 

writing, speaking and listening skills.  Students will take a written assessment be placed into the appropriate 

English course during International Student Orientation.   

 

For more details about courses, testing and available English language and academic support, visit the 

following website: http://www.depauw.edu/student/mil/iss/acad_resources.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.depauw.edu/student/mil/iss/acad_resources.asp


 

Frequently Asked Questions 

We ask that you use this FAQ and the pre-arrival information section to help you with your inquiries before 

your arrival at DePauw University. Further details will be provided through email communication from the 

International Student Services office. 

 

I have been accepted! What do I do now? 

The “I-20 Certificate of Eligibility” immigration form, needed to obtain a student visa, is not issued until the 

applicant has (1) been officially accepted by DePauw University, (2) paid the enrollment fee, and (3) 

submitted a financial statement indicating how expenses will be met while attending the University. 

Acceptable, original bank statements must be received before the I-20 can be issued. 

 

Regulations of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) require that all students on F-

1 visas MUST pursue a full course of study at all times. This means students must be enrolled as full time 

students (3.0 DePauw credits) at all times. For additional information, contact the International Student 

Services office at 765-658-4850. 

 

When will I get my I-20 certificate of eligibility?  

There are several steps involved in processing the I-20 form. Once ISS receives the completed International 

Student admission documents that include: 

-        completed Common Application 

-        original financial supporting documents 

-        TOEFL and SAT scores, if applicable 

-         passport copy that includes biographical information 

-         birth certificate copy 

 

Upon receipt, we will process the I-20 form and send it to you at the address indicated on the Common 

Application form.  Our goal is to process the I-20 form within 4 weeks of receiving ALL necessary 

information from the student and the Admission office. 

The I-20 form will be sent to you with instructions on how to pay the SEVIS fee, applying for the F-1 visa, 

and orientation information.  Do not make your visa appointment until you receive your I-20 or SEVIS ID 

number. 

 

How will ISS send the I-20 certificate of eligibility to me? 

International students will receive I-20 certificates of eligibility by FedEx mail. Students will then receive 

automated emails from fedex.com with a notation of the SEVIS ID number and tracking details when the 

package is shipped out. 

 

What is acceptable proof of financial support? 

Supporting financial documents must be: 1) in English, 2) original documentation (no copies, faxes or scans), 

3) dated less than 6 months old, and 4) clearly state the name of the account holder and the amount of 

funding available in US dollar equivalent.   

You may have multiple sponsors. Each sponsor must provide a signed Affidavit of Support noting the 

amount of money they will provide for each year of support and provide original documentation of their 

https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/
http://www.fedex.com/


financial resources. 

Some banks do not provide statements with a US dollar value. In this case, the currency being used must be 

clearly indicated. The International Student Services office will use an internet conversion site to determine 

the approximate value of the balance. 

 

I am currently in a school in the US. What should I do? 

Are you currently in F-1 student status?   If yes, you must submit a “Transfer in Form” and request that the 

Designated School Official (DSO) of your current school „release‟ your SEVIS record to DePauw University. 

The release date must be on or after the date on which you complete your academic requirements for that 

program. 

The I-20 will be processed on or shortly after the „release‟ date and sent to you. Be sure to indicate an address 

where you will be after the release date, not your school address. 

 

I have another visa status.  Do I need to change status?  What should I do? 

If you are currently in some other legal status (such as B-2, F-2, J-2, or H-4), and intend to obtain F-1 status 

you should submit the required forms necessary to issue an I-20. You will receive information regarding 

changing your immigration status with the I-20 form. 

You may also wish to call the International Student Services office at 765-658-4850 to set up a phone 

appointment to discuss your goals and legal status issues with an international student advisor.     

 

I need a Social Security Number to get a cell phone, utility services, etc. 

Social Security Numbers (SSN) are not required to obtain cell phones or utility services. However, if you do 

not have a SSN you will likely have to follow additional procedures, such as paying a large deposit. 

 

Applying for a Social Security Card 

International students who have been offered either on-campus or off-campus employment  may apply for a 

Social Security Number. If you do not have a job or job offer, you cannot apply for a Social Security Number. 

International students must wait two full weeks from their date of entry into the U.S. before applying for a 

Social Security Number with the Social Security Administration (SSA).  The closest Social Security 

Administration office is located in Crawfordsville, Indiana.   

 

The SSA requires that international students requesting a Social Security Number verify their identity, visa 

status and employment during the application process. International Student Services assists student as they 

apply for Social Security Numbers. 

 

My name in my passport is not the way I want it on the I-20. What should I do? 

The Department of Homeland Security requires that the name on the I-20 must match the name on the 

passport. Therefore, The International Student Services will issue the I-20 to match the name exactly as it is 

noted on the passport.  

In all cases, all official documents and records in the US should be the same, specifically passport, I-20 form, 

social security card, and driver‟s license.   

 

The admission number is not listed on my new I-20. 

The Admission Number is not a required field on the I-20 and therefore is not entered in the SEVIS 

database. 

http://www.depauw.edu/student/mil/iss/documents/F1/TransferFormF1.pdf
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps6z/FOLO/fo001.jsp


 

The International Student Advisor did not sign page 3 of my I-20? What do I do? 

This is not an error. Page 3 of your I-20 MUST be endorsed by the International Student Advisor before you 

travel abroad. Please make sure you schedule an appointment with an International Student Advisor before 

traveling outside the United States. 

 

I'm filling out the US Department of State Nonimmigrant Visa Application DS-160. I need to 

provide the address of where I will stay in the US and the name and telephone number of the person 

I will be staying with. I don't have my on-campus address. What should I do? 

At item 24 you should enter the address of the international Student Services office, which can be found in 

our main website. Item 25 is not required as it is for those entering for tourism or business. 

 

Can you expedite the processing of my I-20 because I made my visa appointment already? 

The International Student Services will issue approximately 100 I-20s for new students this fall. We realize 

how important this document is to each of our new students, and we process and ship them as quickly as 

possible. 


