
  
 
 

 
Contact Information:  Jeanette K. Pope 

Office: 213 Julian • Phone: x4105 • e-mail: jpope@depauw.edu 
Office Hours:  MW 10 – 12 

 
Course Description: 
 

In a finite world, the needs of our ever-growing population strain the resources of the 
earth and threaten the environment. Although advances in technologies have helped solve 
some problems, technology has more often than not created unforeseen consequences that 
caused harm in other areas. Whether the subject is energy, water quality, or land-use practices, 
the environmental issues we will face in the 21st century have no easy answers. 

This seminar will investigate the complex and subtle nature of modern environmental 
problems. We will focus on the science behind such issues as water pollution and global 
warming, but we will also consider the social and economic consequences humanity faces when 
trying to address these issues. 

The specific areas that we will investigate are waste management (waste generation, 
types of waste, disposal methods, pollution, and the cost of raw materials) and energy use 
(with links to national security and global warming). Class will consist of mini-lectures, 
discussion, group and individual work time, and student-led presentations.  Out of class work 
will include critical reading with note taking, writing (both short response papers and longer 
research papers), and data collection using the library & internet resources.  Also, throughout 
the semester there will be University lectures and events with an environmental focus and I 
expect you to attend unless you have an excused absence.  These will be announced in class or 
via email.  Failure to attend will affect your class participation grade. 

There will not be time in the semester to learn about all environmental problems, but we 
will dedicate a portion of class time each week to consider relevant current events.  I encourage 
you to make this class your own by bringing in news articles or stories that interest you.  I’m 
excited about this seminar, and I hope that you will be, too! 

 
Course Goals: 
 
In this course, you will: 

•  think critically about environmental issues by considering questions like “what are the 
connections between different problems” and “how does action or inaction in one area 
affect others”; 

•  learn how to investigate environmental problems (e.g. where to find references and data); 
•  explore the science behind environmental topics through readings, discussions, and 

presentations; 
•  become an informed citizen who can make wise, environmentally sound choices. 

 

 
 



Grades:    
 

There will be no tests or homework problem sets in this class.  Instead, you will be graded on 
your preparation for class, your contributions to discussion, group presentations, a 10 – 15 
minute individual presentation, two projects, and two topic papers of your choice.  More details 
about the presentations, projects, and papers will come later.   

   Discussion & Participation:  20% 
   Topic Papers:    2 @ 15% each 
   Projects    2 @ 15% each 

Individual Presentation  10% 
Group Presentations:   2 @ 5% each 

 
The standard grading scale will apply for all graded work unless a curve is warranted.  
However, in no case will you earn a grade below the standard scale. 

 

Class Policies and Expectations: 
 

    Active class participation is worth 20% of your final grade.  Points will be awarded as follows: 
17 – 20%:  You attend every class, show evidence of having read and thought 

about the reading ahead of time, listen well to others, and help 
focus our discussions with thoughtful comments and questions 
about the broader impacts of the reading. 

12 – 16%:  You participate actively and are always in class.  You occasionally 
help to direct the discussion. 

5 – 11%: You attend class regularly, but rarely offer a contribution.  The 
contributions that are made may not show active thinking about 
the topic or readings. 

0 – 4%  You miss one or more classes without explanation. 
     Short writing assignments will be included in your discussion grade. 

 
The due dates for all out of class work will be given when the assignment is announced.  
Late work will not be accepted unless you use your “Get out of Jail Free” pass, which can 
only be used once. 
 
In class, we will make use of Tablet PCs and the instructional software DyKnow.  This 
technology is designed to make lectures more interactive and allow easy access to 
information via the internet.  Please respect the computers and do not check email 
or surf the web during class.  Unauthorized internet/email use during class will 
negatively affect your participation grade. 
 
We will be using a web program called Moodle through out the course for assignment 
posting (including readings) and announcements. The address for this site is 
http://moodle.depauw.edu.  Please be sure to check the site frequently.  
 
Texts for this course are listed online on the DePauw e-services booklist page. 
 
**Academic Integrity**  Any activity which gives one student an unfair advantage over 
other students will be handled in accordance with established University procedures as 
described in the Student Handbook 

 
I am looking forward to a productive and informative semester!  Please come see me at any 
time if you have questions or concerns about this course. 


