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Who’s Counting?

We now have 20 Geoscience majors...

11 in Geology and
9 in Environmental Geoscience 

Congratulations!

Last Spring, Dr. Scott Wilkerson was 
promoted to Professor and completed 
his second 3-year term as 
Department Chair. 

Load up the Geovan...

Geoscience students again have 
visited several field areas this year:  
Costa Rica; Bancroft, Canada, 
Niagara Falls, Lake Erie, St. Francois 
Mts., MO,  & Appalachian Mts.,WV.

Contact Us!

Visit our website:
http://www.depauw.edu/acad/geosciences/
for a color version of the newsletter 
and for more Departmental 
information.

Over the past few years, several Geoscience majors have traveled to various 
locales throughout the world to study abroad for a semester.  In this 
contribution, Lauren Schaefer ‘09 (Environmental Geoscience) describes her 
Spring 2008 semester abroad in Ecuador.  

 This past spring semester, I had the opportunity to study abroad 
in Ecuador in a Comparative Ecology and Conservation Program 
through Students in International Training (a program devoted to 
experiential learning and environmental justice). As we traveled from 
region to region (e.g., the Tipputini Biodiversity Station in the Amazon, 
the Galápagos Islands, the Intag Cloud Forest, the upper Páramo, and 

the cities of Quito, Baños, Otavalo, and Mindo), my group conducted 
various field studies that allowed us to grasp the geology, biology, 
ecology, and cultural/natural history of the area.  


 For the last month abroad, I traveled on my own to work with the 
national geologic hazard committee in Ecuador (Escuela Politécnica 
Nacional, Instituto Geofísico) on the active Tungurahua volcano, which 
is located next to the tourist town of Baños. At the volcano’s 
observatory, I worked with geologists monitoring the volcano using 
carbon-coated drum seismographs, lahar motion detectors, and CO2 
tracking programs. Due to the large amount of loose material on the 
volcano’s slopes from a recent eruption in 2006, there is a high risk of 
lahar flows in this area. As 
a result of the rainy season 
and the eruptive events of 
the volcano during my 
stay, I actively contributed 
to giving two emergency 
warnings for lahar flows. 
One flow resulted in a 
highway closure, and the 
second completely 
collapsed the highway 
into a river valley. Luckily, 
they have a very effective 
communication system 
among citizens, scientists, 
and the government and 
were able to clear the area 
just minutes before the lahars came.
During this time, I also worked on an independent study on the 
primary succession of vegetation on the 2006 pyroclastic flows. For this 
project I worked on three different pyroclastic flows where I made 
transects, collected plant samples, identified plants, tested the chemical 
composition of the soil, and made recovery predictions by comparing 
the vegetation on the flows to unaffected surrounding vegetation. This 
study was chosen out of 24 student research projects to be sent to the 
program’s headquarters for possible publication. Living alone in 
Ecuador on $16 a day, this project proved to be one of the most difficult 
challenges that I have faced, but resulted in what I feel is one of my 
greatest accomplishments. 
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Geoscience Major Helps Volcano Observatory in Ecuador

Lauren Schaefer ʼ09 and Silvia (her research assistant) 
standing on a recent lahar flow that destroyed the main 

road to Baños, a popular tourist town in Ecuador.

View of an eruption from 
Tungurahua volcano.
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Message from the Chair 

 Welcome to the 2008–09 Department of 
Geosciences newsletter!  The theme of this 
year’s newsletter might well be ‘new’: a new 
University President (Dr. Brian Casey), a new 
Department Chair (me), a new Professor 
(congratulations on the promotion, Scott!), new 
Geoscience majors (seven of them!), new family 
members (Zoe Cope), new computers for the 
Geosciences Mac Lab, and finally, a new web-
based seismograph display.  As you might have 
deduced from the increased size of this year’s 
newsletter, a lot has been going on in the 
Department over the last year!
On October 10th, the DePauw and 
Greencastle communities officially welcomed 
Dr. Brian Casey as the 19th President of the University at his 
inauguration.  Mary Dixon (Dept. of Economics & Management) and 
our own Fred Soster, Ernest R. “Rock” Smith Professor of Geosciences, 
did a superb job of organizing many of the activities and in serving as 
Faculty Marshals for the inauguration ceremony.   Faculty members, 
staff members, students, parents, and alumni are all impressed and 
excited by President Casey’s enthusiasm and vision for the University.  
 On a more solemn note, we were informed in late July that Dr. Bob 
Loring, Professor Emeritus of Geography, passed away on July 15th in 
Colorado Springs, CO at the age of 85.  We have included a tribute to 
Bob in the newsletter for you all to read.  I’m sure you all will join us in 
giving our sincerest condolences to his wife Lois.  Bob touched many 
lives during his 41 years in the Department and through his long 
service to the athletic program at DePauw.
 Although 11 seniors graduated last spring, recruitment has been 
strong as we are now back to a cohort of 20 majors (with a few more 
thinking about majoring as we go to publication!).  Strong interest in 
the environment, a strong job market, and a wide diversity of field 
trips are helping to attract students to the Department.  
 Our graduates continue to do very well; from last year’s senior 
class, five went on to graduate programs around the country, four are 
employed in geoscience-related industries, one is attending medical 
school, and one is leading river raft trips in the rocky streams of the 
eastern US.  Current students also have been active in geoscience-
related work.  As you will see inside the newsletter, Lauren Schaefer 
‘09 monitored the volcanic activity of Tungurahua in Ecuador, and 
Lauren Werckenthien ’10 participated on an archaeological dig in 
Greece.  Other students were busy in the Geosciences as well: Robbie 
DeLost ‘10 worked for Northshore Mining in MN, Jared Kemper ’09 
and  Tommy Good ’10 worked for the Illinois EPA-Bureau of Water, Jay 
Wellik ’09 worked on environmental policy in IN, and over the 
summer Miles Reed ’09 worked with Fred on his Lake Erie research 
project, and Maggie Baber ’11 and Ali Barnes ’09 worked with me on 
my southern Missouri project.  Our majors continue to be very 
motivated in searching for Geoscience-related work over summer 
periods and Winter Term.  If you are aware of any job opportunities or 
internship positions that our students could participate in, please let us 
know!  Such opportunities to connect with alumni on work-related 
endeavors also help attract students to our Department.
Faculty members also have been busy leading field trips again this 
past year: I led a Fall Break trip to the Black Hills of South Dakota, 
Jeane led a Winter Term in Service trip to Costa Rica, and Fred took 
students to WV over Spring Break as part of their Field Experiences 
coursework.   This year, I just finished a Fall Break trip to Bancroft, 
Ontario (note to BD and DS – no polar bear sightings this year), Jeane 
will be leading another Winter Term in Service Trip to Costa Rica, Tim 

will be going to southern 
California over Spring Break for 
Field Experiences, Fred and Scott 
will be leading a May Term trip 
to UT and AZ, and finally, Tim 
and I are planning a Winter 
Term trip to New Zealand in 
2010.  As we have noted over the 
years in our newsletters, the 
ability of the Department to offer 
many of these trips (and to 
significantly subsidize these 
trips for Geoscience majors) is 
only made possible through the 
continued strong support of the 
Administration, the F. Michael 
and Dorothy W. Wahl Fund, and 
other alumni such as you.  We 

couldn’t do it without you, so on behalf of all the Department of 
Geosciences Faculty members and students, a very sincere thank you!
On a personal note, I would like to thank Scott for his excellent 
work as Department Chair for the last six years.  His work has made 
my transition to chair much, much easier.  This past spring I was on 
sabbatical and began work on a textbook for my course on 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes.  Also this spring, I was very fortunate to 
be able to begin new research in the southern Missouri Precambrian 
igneous terrane due to the retirement of Dr. Vernon “Max” Brown of 
the University of Toledo.  Max and I had been acquaintances for a 
number of years, and he was looking for someone to take over the 
research that he and his students had started in the early 1980’s.  I am 
honored and very grateful to Max for allowing me to continue with 
their work.  And most importantly, this spring I finally became a 
grandfather!  Elena Henry, our oldest son’s daughter, was born in late 
April.  Deb and the kids (Norman, Jason, and Mary) all continue to do 
well, and we are planning another big family fishing trip to the Gulf 
next summer!  And lastly, Poomba and Molly send their regards to all!
         -Jim (jmills@depauw.edu)

 Department Scholarship Awards
Ernest R. ”Rock” Smith Memorial Scholarship

Miles B. Reed ‘10 & John J. Wellik ‘10

H. Richard Gault Memorial Scholarship
Lauren E. Werckenthien ‘10

Charles L. Bieber Memorial Fund
Thomas R. Alford ‘09  & Lauren N. Schaefer ‘09

Charles M. & Frances Wylie-Condit Science Scholarship
Margaret B. Baber ‘11 & Allison C. Barnes ‘09

 The Smith, Gault, and Bieber funds all are scholarships.  In the 
awards process, the Department names students to receive 
scholarships from these funds (and from the Wylie-Condit fund), and 
the University determines the award amount for each student, using 
that money to fund part of the recipient’s financial aid package from 
the University.  
 Income from the James A. Madison Fund for Research and the 
F. Michael and Dorothy W. Wahl Endowed Fund for Geosciences Field 
Trips is used for research and field trips at the Department’s discretion 
in consultation with the Vice President for Academic Affairs.
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Students studying an outcrop along Highway 118 
during the Fall Break 2008 field trip to Bancroft, Canada.
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Summer Research in Greece
 Many students use their summer to participate on research projects with 
faculty members from DePauw or from other institutions.  Below, Lauren 
Werckenthien ‘10 (Geology) writes about her Summer 2008 archeological 
work in Greece. 

 This summer I was part of the Kenchreai Cemetery Project, an 
archaeological excavation site in Kenchreai, Greece.  Under the 
supervision of Professor Joseph Rife, a professor from Macalester 
College, ~40 students (including me!) from various colleges and 
universities throughout the United States participated in the five 
week long dig on the Koutsongila Ridge.  We opened and closed 
several trenches and found many artifacts, ranging in age from the 
1st to the 7th century CE (that’s the Holocene epoch in terms of 
geologic time), as well as hundreds upon hundreds of pounds of 
pottery shards, bricks, tiles and mortar.  The majority of the artifacts 
were transported by the Greek government to the “dighouse,” where 
they were inventoried, restored, studied and archived.  Specialists in 
many different archaeological fields came to spend time at the 
excavation site and the dighouse to study the artifacts.  Some of the 
specialists included: a Roman ceramics specialist (who studied all of 
the pottery and other ceramics), a bioarchaeology specialist (who 
studied the human bones), a zooarchaeology specialist (who studied 
the animal bones and shells), architects (who surveyed the land and 
structures that were uncovered during the excavations), a coin 
specialist (who studied coins), and a lead tablets specialist (who 
studied cursed tablets).  Professor Rife has a 3-year special permit from 
the Greek government to continue excavating this site (this last 
summer was the second year of the permit).  Such permits are very 
difficult to obtain, and only a very few are given out each year.  The 
Greek government plans on opening these excavations to the public 
sometime in the future.  

 During the excavations we lived in a small town called Ancient 
Corinth.  I really enjoyed the Greek food; every night for dinner we 
were served an extravagant multi-course meal made by a Greek 
family.  On the weekends, we traveled throughout the Peloponnese.  
We went to Athens, Mycenae, Epidaurus, Nafplio and Nemea.  
 While in Greece, I also had two especially interesting cultural 
experiences.  The first was watching the excitement that was 
associated with the EuroCup, the large soccer tournament among 
teams from the European countries.  The second was the celebration of 
St. Paul, who had a huge impact on the Corinthians in antiquity.  

Everybody from town came to watch this religious ceremony.  
Members from the Greek army also participated in the ceremony, and 
for two nights after the ceremony, an approximately mile-long stretch 
of the main street in town was lined with carnival type rides, food and 
shops.  It truly was a once in a lifetime experience.    

Real-Time Seismograph Display
 Thanks to the efforts of Jim Mills and Computer Science technician 
Ron Croonenberg, the Department now has a real-time seismograph 
display.  The actual seismograph is located in the Julian basement on a 
sawed slab of concrete (partially isolated from building vibrations).  
Ron and Jim have developed a display for the Julian atrium using a 
large plasma screen and have completed a web page that will include 
the real-time seismic record and allow recording and searching of 
major seismic events (we presently get fantastic records of nearby 
quarry blasts).  Check out their progress at http://
www.geo.depauw.edu/.
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Julian atrium display showing real-time seismic record, a list of 
recent earthquakes around the world, and Google™ Maps windows 

showing geographic distributions of seismic events.

Lauren excavating a trench in search of archaeological artifacts.

Lauren on a visit to the Parthenon.

http://www.geo.depauw.edu
http://www.geo.depauw.edu
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Tim Cope
 Hi everyone. I have lots of momentous news this year. 
First, I am pleased to report that assistant professors are now 
an endangered species in the Department of Geosciences. 
That’s right, the sole remaining assistant professor in the 
Department (that’s me) is up for tenure this fall. I am thankful 
for all the support my colleagues have given me in my bid for 
tenure and promotion, even though I refused to wash their 
cars for them. Thanks also to those of you who wrote letters 
of support for me. There’s nothing more rewarding for me as 
a teacher than to read about how I’ve made a difference in my 
students’ lives.  

This was the first summer since I’ve been at DePauw that 
I didn’t conduct fieldwork in Asia. In addition to preparing 
my tenure file, I spent a lot of time tending to an even more 
important matter: fatherhood!  My daughter Zoe was born 
May 15, 2008 (yep, I submitted my final grades last semester 
from the delivery room). Kate and I are excited new parents, 
and as you can see from the photos, Zoe has even had her first 
couple of geology lessons. Poor kid looks bored. Wait till I 
take her to see the rocks I work on in China! She’s been 
absolutely amazing, and since DePauw seems to be having a 
major baby boom these days, she’s got a lot of friends her age. 

To see photos of Zoe, check out: http://
picasaweb.google.com/epocmit. These aren’t ordinary baby 
photos. You have to see them.  In my objective, scientific 
opinion, she is the cutest baby ever.
 While being dad this summer, I took a little time to work 
on a publication that I co-authored with paleontologists in 
Beijing on the dinosaur trackway that my students and I 
found in northeastern China last summer (see last year’s 
newsletter). This paper is now in press in Vertebrata 
PalAsiatica. Jim Mills and I also scouted an interesting quarry 
in the Mansfield Formation of southern Indiana that contains 
tidal rhythmites of Pennsylvanian age, abundant plant fossils 
and insect traces, and some intriguing diagenetic features. I 
will probably incorporate this location into field trips for Sed/
Strat the next time I teach it.  

 I also spent much of the summer preparing a new class 
that I’m teaching this semester. The course is a First-Year 
Seminar on energy resources. The timing, as I’m sure you all 
are aware, could not be better. Hubbert’s peak is probably 
upon us. We’ll be building functional wind turbines (among 
other things) later on this semester. Each student is writing an 
in-depth research paper about some aspect of the energy 
problem. I’m excited to see what I can learn from them. 
Well, that’s about it. Give me a shout sometime and let me 
know how things are with you!
       - Tim (tcope@depauw.edu)

Do you know about any 
geoscience internship 
opportunities?  Please let us 
know, and we’ll pass them along 
to Departmental majors. 
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Zoeʼs first of many geo-lectures.
Tim climbed a ridge in the House Range, UT 

this summer and took this photo. 
Look at all those Cambrian carbonates!

Zoe gets a lecture on coastal processes in 
Santa Cruz, CA over Fall Break 2008.
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Jeane Pope
 Hi All!  A life of travel continues to be the norm for me, with 
such great destinations as Costa Rica, Belgium, Ecuador and the 
Galapagos Islands, and all across the US (Portland, Chicago, 
Washington DC, and most recently GSA in Houston).  Over the 
summer, I think I spent more time away than at home.  It can be 
exhausting, but I feel fortunate to have the opportunity to travel.
The first trip was in January to complete the WTIS 
Environmental Service project in Costa Rica that I mentioned in the 
newsletter last year.  It was a marvelous experience to participate in 
the reforestation and beach habitat restoration efforts.  The class not 
only learned about the important details of habit preservation and 
conservation, but also experienced the satisfaction that comes from 
manual labor.  The conditions were rough:  the weather was hot and 
humid, we got dirty with mud and sand, and mosquitoes and black 
flies were EVERYWHERE.  But there were a number of rewards, too, 
including: great cultural exchange, yummy tropical fruits, and 
interesting flora and fauna.  I even got to bag my fourth active 
volcano in three years.  As I like to remind Jim, I’ve been to more 
volcanoes recently than even he has!  From a personal point of view, 
however, what I enjoyed most was actually making a positive 
contribution with respect to the world’s environmental problems.  In 

fact, the turtle nesting rates were much higher this year due to the 
work of DePauw students.  I found the experience to be so moving 
that I decided to do it again this year.  Seniors Missy Orr ’09 
(Environmental Geoscience minor) and Lauren Schaefer ‘09 
(Environmental Geoscience) are student trip leaders on the WTIS 
2009 trip to Costa Rica.  Our projects will include beach cleaning in 
Gandoca, working on an organic farm near La Fortuna, and 
patroling turtle beaches in Ostional.  Missy, Lauren, and the other 
students have been working hard, and I anticipate a successful trip.  
 The other major professional highlight was a trip to the 
Galapagos Islands.  I traveled with 15 other liberal arts faculty 
members from a number of other schools and representing a vast 
array of disciplines (Geology and Biology, of course, but also 
Environmental Studies, History, Psychology, Religion, and even 
English and Communication & Theatre.)  Our purpose was to offer 
knowledge from our own academic training to others in the group, 

thus enriching the experience.  Not only did I learn about and 
observe the fabulous creatures of the Galapagos, I was able to learn 
more about the cultural and political tensions associated with 
environmental tourism.  Even with sea sickness and lost luggage 
(for a week!), it was the trip of a lifetime.  I have oodles of photos 
and would love to talk about it with anyone interested.  
Additionally, the group will be coming together again at DePauw to 
share what we learned in a Galapagos Symposium in February 2009.  
 Other than these exciting trips, my life at DePauw is pretty 
normal.  I continue to be involved in working on campus 
sustainability and coordinating the Women in Science program.  
Next year I will be on sabbatical and widening my research interests.  
Stay tuned for updates!
 As always, I’ve enjoyed the visits and emails from many of you. 
It’s always fun to hear what people are doing, so keep up the 
communication!

 -Jeane (jpope@depauw.edu)
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Jeane next to sunbathing seals on the Galapagos Islands.    

Jeane standing within a lava flow at the foot of 
Arenal Volcano, Costa Rica.    

Small spatter cone on the Galapagos Islands.    
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Fred Soster 
 Hello alumni!  It has been another productive year on 
both on the teaching and research fronts.  I taught “full-time” 
the entire year: two introductory courses and Senior Seminar 
during the Fall semester, and two courses during the Spring 
semester, including the Geologic Field Experiences course.  
The field course really kept me busy because I decided to 
have the students do all their mapping work and cross-
section construction electronically using Illustrator™, which 
really proved to be a time-consuming endeavor because I had 
never before constructed maps and cross-sections in this 
fashion!  Fortunately, Beth Wilkerson, DePauw’s GIS 
specialist (and Scott’s wife) contributed greatly to this effort.  
Not only did she conduct a series of “how-to” workshops on 
using Illustrator™ during the lab periods, but she put 
together an amazing 3-D Google™ Earth file with a 
topographic overlay of the Smoke Hole, WV area.  We were 
able to virtually “fly” around the field area using her file and 
actually see relationships between the outcrop patterns and 
topography.  The students used this program extensively both 
before the trip to become familiar with the area and after the 
trip as they worked on their geologic maps.  We spent Spring 
Break mapping in the Smoke Hole area, and we were able to 
stay in nice, rustic, two bedroom cabins along the North Fork 
of the Potomac River in Petersburg, WV.  These “luxurious” 
accommodations were affordable because the students’ travel 
and lodging expenses were covered in full by the Wahl Fund 
(thanks Michael!).  The weather was great and the only 
“casualties” were a busted Brunton compass and a lost 
compass case.  The highlight of the trip was the discovery that 
the Keyser Limestone has a mud-cracked, tidal flat facies in 
this area, which I have never seen before.  We manage to 
stumble across something new every time we map in this 
area.

 On the research front, I continue to work on the hypoxia 
problem in Lake Erie.  We presented results from last year’s 
work at the IAGLR conference in May, and we have a 
manuscript in review with the Journal of Great Lakes 
Research.  I have been awarded a Faculty Fellowship for the 
next three years to continue this line of work.  This past 
summer, three students, Nicki Hewlett, Brian Alman, and 
Miles Reed (’10, Environmental Geoscience), helped me 
conduct field work and lab experiments.  We quantified 

mayfly abundances in western Lake Erie and investigated the 
oxygen consumption of sediments resuspended by the 
burrowing activity of these bugs in lab experiments.  The 
preliminary results indicate that the resuspended sediments 
cause an additional 6.8 - 19.0% oxygen consumption, which 
represents a quantitatively significant additional sink for 
oxygen in western Lake Erie.  Much additional work remains 
to be done, but we seem to be shedding some light on the 
recurring low oxygen problems in the lake.
At home, things continue to be exciting and hectic.  My 
daughter Erica was one of three valedictorians when she 
graduated from high school last spring and is now a college 
student at Indiana University where she is majoring in human 
biology and forensic science.  She loves living in the “big city” 
of Bloomington, and she is close enough that we can visit her 
often, although she requires us let her know a day or two in 
advance of our visits.  She applied to DePauw and was 
accepted, but she just didn’t want to go to college where both 
mom and dad work.  Son Frederick is doing well in the eighth 
grade, and I even managed to teach him some geology when 
he went along on the Spring Break trip to West Virginia.  
Although he is only thirteen, he is already talking about 
driving and has his eyes set on my Ford truck!  Jennifer was 
promoted to Executive Director of Alumni Relations and has 
been busy with a number of projects.  She helped plan the 
inauguration of President Brian Casey this fall and is now 
busy traveling with him as he meets our alumni across the 
country.  If you have the opportunity to participate in one of 
the alumni events with Brian, I encourage you to do so.  His 
enthusiasm is contagious, and he is eager to meet you and 
discuss the future of the University.  
 We were all saddened by the news that Bob Loring 
passed away recently.  Bob was on the search committee that 
hired me, and he was a Departmental colleague of mine for 
many years before his retirement.  Bob mentored me during 
my early years at DePauw, and he was a friend to both 
Jennifer and me.  Our condolences go out to Lois and the 
entire Loring family for their loss.
 It’s been really nice to hear from many of you during the 
past year.  I really enjoy learning about how your careers are 
unfolding...your notes usually trigger a funny memory or 
two.  Keep in touch, and by all means, let us know when your 
travels bring you back to DePauw so that we can get together.  
Take care. 

  -Fred (fsoster@depauw.edu)
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Fredʼs summer research students (Nicki Hewlett, Brian Alman, 
and Miles Reed ʻ10) conducting field work on Lake Erie.

Geologic Field Experiences students mapping along a 
stream valley in Smoke Hole, WV.
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Scott Wilkerson
 Greetings from Greencastle! I hope this newsletter finds 
you and yours healthy and happy.  This year has been one of 
renewal for me.  Due to my Faculty Fellowship and other 
reassigned time, I’ve taught only one section of GEOS 110 
Earth & the Environment in both the spring and fall 
semesters.  This reassigned time has allowed me to focus on 
course development and refinement (the purpose of my 
Faculty Fellowship).  Specifically, I’ve completely overhauled 
my GEOS 110 lectures and have included many new 
Google™ Earth case studies, animations, movies, etc.  Since 
this is the beginning of my 14th year at DePauw, it about time 
to pause and reflect on such a bread-and-butter course as 
GEOS 110.  
 Much of my professional activities have centered on 
textbooks.  The Google™ Earth Geotours that I created during 
Summer 2007 remain popular.  The Geotours Workbook 
(ISBN 978-0-393-93233-1) came out in February, and I’ve been 
asked by W.W. Norton Publishers to update the Geotours 
with more content and to tailor another workbook for their 
Essentials textbook.  I plan on spending much of my Spring 
2009 sabbatical working on this project and expanding the 
Geotours to include some of the National Parks about which I 
teach (I hope to include a trip to Alaska for this project).  I also 
have been chipping away at several chapters for a structural 
geology laboratory textbook.  This ongoing project is 
progressing, albeit slowly...very slowly. 

This past summer I was able to get my ‘lithic fix’ by 
taking a family trip to Utah and Arizona.  For the first 
segment of this road trip, we stayed in Moab, UT.  It was great 
fun to take Beth and the boys to many of my “old haunts” to 
which I had taken students in my Geologic Field Experiences 
class.  The boys were fantastic hikers, and by using Moab as 
our base of departure, we were able to visit many trails and 
features that even I had never seen (including the spectacular 
Corona Arch that is just off Potash Road).  The boys were 
sponges...they wanted to know the rock unit names, how 
things formed, what the animals and plants were, etc., and 
they always eagerly participated in the NPS Junior Ranger 
program wherever we went.  Those of you who have been 
with me in the field can imagine my delight as my 11 year-old 
(Zach) and my 6 year-old (Ben) were having a spirited 
argument about where we were in the Mesozoic stratigraphic 
column...both providing reasonable observations about desert 

varnish and weathering profile to support their side!  We 
decided on the spur of the moment to forego our plans of 
driving back through southern Colorado and instead opted to 
take the boys to the Grand Canyon (essentially allowing me 
to do a dry-run for the May Term trip that I’ll be leading with 
Fred next May).  The weather was awesome, and the views 
were spectacular.  We traveled to most of the South Rim 
overlooks, hiked a bit down the Bright Angel trail, and spent 
some time watching two pairs of California condors glide on 
the thermals.  We returned home via Sunset Crater NM and 
the Petrified Forest/Painted Desert NP. As you can probably 
tell, this trip was probably my favorite because I was able to 
share what I love doing with the people I love most.
 Please take care and keep in touch.  I always enjoy 
hearing from you all.       
    

-Scott (mswilke@depauw.edu)

Please email Scott (mswilke@depauw.edu) with 
information and/or pictures for the Alumni News 
section in the next newsletter and/or for inclusion 
on the website!
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Zachʼs 4th-5th class enjoying some 3-D stereo 
anaglyph images in a Google™ Earth presentation.

Wilkerson family at Corona Arch outside of Moab, UT.

Wilkerson family on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon.
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Alumni News
Lt. Col. (Ret) Raymond Arnold ’54 and Rita Arnold ’54 write to say 
how much they enjoyed reading the newsletter.  Ray and Rita also 
noted that they remembered their “search for USGS bench marks using 
USGS topographical maps in the rolling hills around Greencastle.” 

Natalie Williams ‘97 has been working on her RN, BSN Fast Track 
degree at Spalding University in Louisville, KY after obtaining a 
master’s degree in geosciences from Western Michigan University.  

Tony Gibson ‘99 and his wife Melissa are the proud parents of two 
beautiful girls (Megan-3.5 years old & Leah-10 months old). Tony 
helps manage the family oil business (Murvin Oil Company) where 
they are very active in the Illinois Basin.  

Nic Brissette ‘00 works for Gunn Oil Company in Wichita Falls, TX.  
He is excited to be “...working on drilling my first prospect...” and is 
currently taking an exam to become a licensed CPG in Texas. 

Chris Amidon ‘02 presently works as a Lead Interpretive Ranger for 
the National Park Service at Wind Cave National Park, SD from April 
until September.  When not working for the NPS, he and his wife Erin 
live near Maple City, MI.  There he works at Cherry Republic and also 
has taken up residence with the Traverse Symphony.

Katy Adank ‘05 sent us a note last May that she and her fiance James 
Woods were to be married in Sadieville, KY on Oct 11, 2008 (Audrey 
Gehlhausen ’06 was to be the maid of honor).    

Dannena Bowman ‘05 just wrapped up her master’s thesis at Auburn 
University.  She writes that she has been getting some positive leads 
in the job market and hopes to become gainfully employed soon. 

Heather Byars ‘06 has been busy mapping a quadrangle in the 
Inner Piedmont of North Carolina as part of her master’s thesis at 
the University of Tennessee-Knoxville with Bob Hatcher.  A PDF 
of a field trip guide for a SE-GSA field trip that she co-led is 
available at http://segsa2008.uncc.edu/fieldtrips.html. 

Chris Myrvold ‘06 reports that all is going well in his graduate 
studies at UC-Davis.  He has recently switched from a master’s to 
a Ph.D program and continues his research involving isotopic 
analysis of deep-sea corals. 

Sara Smaltz ‘06 recently defended her master’s thesis at Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins, CO.  She has moved to Denver, 
CO where she has started work for EnCana Petroleum.

Ben Clement ‘07 currently is employed as an assistant geologist in 
the remediation group for Burns & McDonnell Engineering in 
Chesterfield, MO.

Keith Schonberger ‘07 just finished teaching middle school science 
this past year at Peoria Academy and remarks , “...let me tell you, I have 
a new found respect for all of the people who ever had to attempt to teach 
me.”  He presently is working for Pason Systems in CO. 

Billy Alward ‘08 is 
getting used to 
graduate school life 
in Columbia, MO at 
the University of 
Missouri.  His 
master’s project 
(Structural Mapping 
of the Schoettlin 
Mountain 
Quadrangle in 
Fremont County, 
Wyoming) will 
involve, “...looking at 
the southernmost up-
plunge end of a series 
of basin margin folds 
along the northeast 
flank of the Wind River 
Range.” 

David Patrick Joseph (P.J.) Della Chiesa ‘08 was recently hired with 
Directional Drilling Contractors, LLC in Buckhannon, WV.  He says, 
“Our company is one of the leaders in drilling the Marcellus Shale for 
mostly natural gas.” 

Mac Fuller ‘08 enjoys working in the Chicago office of ENSR, an 
environmental consulting and engineering firm.  He has been 
working most recently “...in North Dakota, Montana and Wyoming on a 
pipeline project one of their clients is building...I've enjoyed being able to use 
some of the GPS/GIS skills I learned at DePauw and hope to eventually use 
some more of my Geo knowledge.”

Deanna Shaw ’08 is currently employed as a geologist by Marston & 
Marston, Inc. in St. Louis, MO and has been traveling to Indonesia to 
assist in the evaluation a coal mine in Sumatra.  She writes 
“Everything that I am doing at work is very interesting to me so far.  I am 
excited to get the basics down and then hopefully will be able to go out on a 

drill rig and run an 
exploration program!!”

Nick Vetz ‘08 stopped 
by Greencastle in 
October. He is enjoying 
graduate school at Boise 
State University.  He 
also is becoming 
interested in obtaining 
an internship with a 
petroleum company.
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Chris Amidon ʼ02 on a mapping expedition in the 
lower portions of Wind Cave in SD.    

Sara Smaltz ʼ06 pointing to a fault in her Bighorn 
Basin field area.    

Billy Alward ʼ08 studying a normal fault in the 
Huckleberry Ridge Tuff.    
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Department Mourns Passing of 
Robert D. Loring
 Faculty members in the Department of Geosciences sincerely wish to 
thank Ken Owen, DePauw University’s Executive Director of Media 
Relations, for compiling this tribute to Robert Loring.  This article was 
originally published on the DePauw website on July 16, 2008 at 
http://www.depauw.edu/news/index.asp?id=22030

 Robert D. Loring, Professor 
Emeritus of Geology and 
Geography at DePauw University, 
passed away on July 15, 2008 in 
Colorado Springs.  Loring, who 
served on the University's faculty 
for 41 years, was 85 years old. 
 Born in the Bronx, New York 
City on July 8, 1923, Bob Loring 
enrolled at Ohio University in the 
fall of 1940. After enlisting in the 
U.S. Army, which disrupted his 
education, he graduated from 
Ohio U. in 1947 and received his 
Masters degree from Indiana 
University in 1948. 
In September of 1948, Loring 
joined the DePauw faculty and served until his retirement in 1989. At 
that time, he received a DePauw University citation "in recognition of 
distinguished services as a teacher, scholar, counselor of youth, and loyal 
administrator, which have contributed greatly to the cause of higher education 
and to DePauw University." 
 During his career, Loring was a member of the Indiana Governor's 
Commission on Secondary Education, and served as a visiting 
professor at Indiana, Purdue and Case-Western Reserve Universities 
and at University College in Dublin. He was also a visiting scientist for 
the American Chemical Society and co-directed STEP (Science Training 
Enrichment Program) for high school students in West Central Indiana. 
In 1985, Loring was a member of an exchange team in chemical 
education that traveled to the People's Republic of China, and two 
years later consulted the U.S. Department of Defense in the use of 
instrumentation to teach high school laboratory in Munich, Germany. 


Loring (far left in 
group photo) 
published in the 
Journal of 
American 
Chemistry, 
Science, 
the Journal of 
Geography and 
the Journal of 
Organic 
Chemistry, among 
others. He served 
on the board of 
directors of the 
Indiana Academy 

of Social Scientists and was a member of the American Chemical 
Society and Indiana Academy of Science, which he served as treasurer. 
 In 1997, Professor Loring was made an honorary inductee of the 
DePauw Athletic Hall of Fame by virtue of his long association and 
service to the athletic programs of the University. He served as a 

member of the Athletic Board for 
25 years and was its chairman for 
23 years. He was faculty 
representative to the Indiana 
Collegiate Athletic Conference and 
the Indiana Collegiate Conference. 
Active in the NCAA, he served as 
the faculty representative from 
DePauw to that association for 23 
years and was a member of the 
post-graduate scholarship 
committee. In 1969, he received the 
NCAA College Football Centennial  
Award given to faculty 
representatives. Loring also 
operated the football scoreboard 
clock at Blackstock Stadium for 36 
years, was official scorer for home basketball games from 1965-80, and 
assisted Coach Charlie Erdmann as a volunteer baseball coach. He 
served as a member of the DePauw Athletic Hall of Fame Board of 
Directors from its inception until his retirement. 
 Bob Loring was active in Greencastle civic activities, serving as a 
member of the City Planning Commission for 17 years and a member 
and chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals for 10 years. He served 
as a deacon and elder of the Greencastle Presbyterian Church for many 
years. 
 A memorial service was held on Saturday, July 19, at Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 1529 N. Circle Drive, Colorado Springs.

Department Computer Lab 
Upgraded 
 The Computational Geoscience Laboratory in Julian 201 
received an upgrade over the summer with new 24” iMac 
computers.  Students now can readily work on their maps 
and cross sections in Adobe Illustrator™, and using the 
Parallels™ Windows emulation software, they can even work 
on GIS projects in ArcGIS™!
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Photo 
Gallery
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DePauw field group at the Bear Lake Diggings (a 
biotite/apatite collecting site near Bancroft).    

The now infamous Spring Break ʻ08 ʻpolar bearʼ dip 
in the North Fork of the Potomac River, WV.    

Ali Barnes ʼ09 and Maggie Baber ʼ11 working on a 
Precambrian columnar-jointed ash-flow tuff, MO.    

Chris Myrvold ʼ06 photographing deep-sea corals 
collected using the remote submersible Tiburon.    


