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VOICES OF A REVOLUTIONARY AGE, 1763-1826
History 362
DePauw University—Spring 2013
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:40 p.m.—2:10 p.m.

206 Asbury Hall
Instructor:    

David Gellman

Office Hours:  
233 Harrison Hall




Mondays 11:35-12:35; Tuesdays 2:20-3:20 

Wednesdays 2:00-3:00, Fridays 1:00-2:00,
and by appointment

Phone Number:
658-6273 (office)




653-9553 (home, 5 p.m.-10 p.m.)

E-mail:  

DGELLMAN@DEPAUW.EDU

Description:  This course investigates the American Revolution’s origins and impact from below and above, as a popular uprising and as series of elite-designed constitutional innovations. We also consider the struggle of thirteen North American colonies to form a stable, sovereign state in the context of an era of revolutionary upheavals throughout the Atlantic world. In the process, we will examine how women and men in North America, Britain, and the Caribbean shaped and made sense of this extended era of political and cultural transformation. Topics will include: the origins of the imperial conflict; the critical events that led directly to war and the declaration of independence; the ensuing military conflict; radical and conservative responses to revolution and nation-building; the challenge of black slavery; and the changing nature of women’s experiences in revolutionary society. Student research papers, developed during the course of the semester from comprehensive computer databases of primary documents available through the Roy O. West Library, will add further topical depth and breadth to our conversations. Throughout the course, we will chart the emergence of principles and institutions that continue to frame twenty-first century domestic political debates and discussions of the United States’ place in the world.
Required Readings:  The following books are available for purchase from Eli’s Books in the town square. There are also readings posted on e-reserve, moodle, and JSTOR database through the Roy O. West Library website.
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790; Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2006).

David Hackett Fischer, Washington’s Crossing (New York: Oxford University Press 2006).
Patrick Griffin, America’s Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012). 
Susan E. Klepp, Revolutionary Conceptions: Women, Fertility, & Family Limitations in America, 1760-1820 (Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2009).  
Thomas Paine, Rights of Man, Common Sense and Other Political Writings (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).

Jeremy D. Popkin, A Concise History of the Haitian Revolution (West Sussex, U.K.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011).
Henry Wiencek, Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2012).
Seminar Meetings:  This course emphasizes class discussion. Thus, completion of all assigned readings, full attendance, and participation by each student in every meeting are essential to its success. Although I will provide background information as necessary through brief historical commentaries, my primary role will be to provoke conversation and ensure that each student is heard. Students should strive to shape the discussion, regularly challenging the assertions of the readings, of the instructor, and of each other.  
To encourage members to take responsibility for the direction of the course, at the first class students will pair up to select a class meeting to lead. At least a day prior to the assigned session, the selected group of two students should meet with me to outline a plan of action for class. Seminar organizers may follow a traditional question-discussion format or may design debates, role-playing exercises, or small group projects. Feel free to be creative.
Writing:  Students will write two response papers (4 full pages each), a major research paper (13-15 pages), and take a final exam. All papers are to be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, with one inch margins. The final exam will ask you to reflect on the issues raised throughout the course, with special emphasis on the final weeks of the semester. You will be allowed to bring books, printed course materials, and notes—but not a computer or other electronic devices--with you to this blue book exam.  

Students should feel free to discuss assignments with each other and the instructor in preparation for writing. You, however, must write the papers yourself in your own words.  You also must acknowledge debts to the written work of others and provide precise references to all quotations and paraphrases.  All citations should follow the Chicago Manual of Style format. Guides to this format can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/02/ and in readily available style manuals by Diana Hacker, Kate Turabian, and Charles Lipson.  
All students should refer to the DePauw University Student Handbook for the high standards of academic integrity to be upheld throughout this course, online at http://www.depauw.edu/files/resources/student-handbook-2012-sep-4-2012.pdf (pages 57-62). Careful adherence to these standards on the research paper is absolutely essential to passing the course.
Late papers are strongly discouraged and will be marked down a full letter grade unless the student has received explicit permission from me a minimum of three days before the essay is due.

Evaluation:  

Response Papers         

16% (2 x 80=160 points)
Source Analyses           
 8% (2 x 40=80 points)
Research Paper Outline
 2% (20 points)
Research Paper            
38% (380 points)
Final Exam
            
16% (160 points)
Class Participation

20% (200 points)
I do not seek so-called "right answers" either on written assignments or in class. Do not hesitate to take a strong point of view, but always be prepared to defend, document, and illustrate your assertion. When writing or speaking strive for clarity, conciseness, and persuasiveness. The significant weight given to the class participation grade is meant to emphasize that this seminar depends on the good-faith effort of all seminar members to engage with the readings and with one another. Everyone should plan to participate substantively in every discussion. Regular attendance is the necessary first step to participation. If you miss more than two classes assume that this fact will be reflected in the class participation grade. Students may ask me at any point during the semester where their participation grade stands.  

Class Schedule

I.   IMPERIAL PROLOGUE

Jan. 29

Griffin, America’s Revolution, ix-xv.
Jan. 31

Griffin, America’s Revolution, 1-35.
Stephen C. Bullock, “A Mumper Among the Gentle: Tom Bell, Colonial Confidence Man,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 55 (1998): 231-258 [JSTOR].

C. Bradley Thompson, “Young John Adams and the New Philosophical Rationalism,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3d Series, 55 (1998): 259-280 [JSTOR].
Feb. 5

Griffin, America’s Revolution, 36-61.
Gregory Evans Dowd, War Under Heaven: Pontiac, the Indian Nations & the British Empire (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002), 22-53 [e-reserve].
Ira Berlin, Generations of Captivity: A History of African American Slaves (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2003), 53-88 [e-reserve].
II. POWDER KEGS

Feb. 7

Griffin, America’s Revolution, 62-88.

T.H. Breen, The Marketplace of Revolution: How Consumer Politics Shaped American Independence (New York, 2004), 195-234 [e-reserve].

Resolves of the Pennsylvania Assembly on the Stamp Act, Sept. 21, 1765

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/penn_assembly_1765.asp
Resolutions of the Continental Congress October 19, 1765

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/resolu65.asp 



An Act Repealing the Stamp Act; March 18, 1766



http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/repeal_stamp_act_1766.asp


The Declaratory Act, March 18, 1766
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/declaratory_act_1766.asp
Brief Library Session with Tiffany Hebb
Feb. 12
Griffin, America’s Revolution, 89-120.

Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace, Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 205-222 [e-reserve].
Woody Holton, Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, & the Making of the American Revolution in Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 106-129 [e-reserve].
Peter Oliver’s Origins & Progress of the American Revolution: A Tory View, ed. Douglass Adair & John A. Schutz (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1961), 93-107 [e-reserve].
III. WAR WITHOUT INDEPENDENCE
Feb. 14
T.H. Breen, American Insurgents, American Patriots: The Revolution of the People (New York: Hill & Wang, 2010) 186-206, 275-300 [e-reserves].

Griffin, America’s Revolution, 121-132.
Feb. 19
Paine, “Common Sense” in Writings, 1-59.
Proposed research topic, statement of hypothesis, and bibliography of 4 distinct primary sources and 2 secondary sources due at the beginning of class.
Feb. 21
Griffin, America’s Revolution, 132-138.


Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 7-50.
Pauline Maier, American Scripture: The Making of the Declaration of Independence, (New York: Vintage Books, 1997) 123-153 [e-reserve].


Read and bring a copy of the Declaration of Independence to class
IV. WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE

Feb. 26
Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 51-159.
Paine, “American Crisis I,” in Writings, 63-71.
Feb. 28
Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 160-262.


Mar. 5

Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 263-345.
Sample Analysis of primary source and updated/expanded primary source bibliography due at the beginning of class.
Mar. 7

Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 346-379.


Griffin, America’s Revolution, 139-190.


Paine, “American Crisis XIII,” in Writings, 72-78.


Mar. 12
Discuss film Mary Silliman’s War (watch from reserve desk in Roy O.)
Peter Silver, Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America (New York: W.W. Norton, 2008), 227-260 [e-reserve].
Sample Analysis of secondary source and revised, expanded, annotated secondary source bibliography due at the beginning of class.
IV. NATION-BUILDING
Mar. 14
The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783



http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris.asp


Griffin, America’s Revolution, 191-228.


Wiencek, Master of the Mountain, 13-71.
Mar. 19
Griffin, America’s Revolution, 229-256.
U.S. Constitution, including amendments 1-10 [any copy will do]



Saul Cornell, “Aristocracy Assailed:  The Ideology of Backcountry 


Anti-Federalism,” Journal of American History 76 1990): 1148-



1172 [JSTOR].
V.  FRANCE, RIGHTS, and RADICALISM
Mar. 21 
Philipp Ziesche, “Exporting Revolutions: Gouverneur Morris, Thomas Jefferson and the National Struggle for Universal Rights in Revolutionary France,” Journal of the Early Republic 26 (2006): 419-447 [JSTOR].
Wiencek, Master of the Mountain, 73-100.
Outline and revised bibliography due at the beginning of class.
Mar. 27 & 29
Spring Break

Apr. 2 
Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, 1-60, 75-78, 91-106, 123-127, 141-143, 246-252.


Timeline of French Revolution [moodle course documents]
Apr. 4
Paine, “Rights of Man,” 83-110, 116-124, 128-143, 161-166, 223-237, 263-272, 317-326.
Apr. 9
Seth Cotlar, Tom Paine’s America: The Rise and Fall of Transatlantic Radicalism in the Early Republic (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2011), 115-160 [e-reserve].


Paine, “Agrarian Justice,” 409-433.



Griffin, America’s Revolution, 257-285.
VI. THE REVOLUTION NEXT DOOR

Apr. 11
Popkin, Haitian Revolution, 1-61.
Draft Introduction due at the beginning of class.

Apr. 16
Popkin, Haitian Revolution, 62-140.
VII. REVOLUTIONARY CHOICES: WOMEN & FAMILIES
Apr. 18
 Klepp, Revolutionary Conceptions, 1-55.
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992), 1-5 [e-reserve].
Bring minimum of 6-7 pages of drafted research paper text (not including intro) to class, along with final detailed outline of the rest of the paper.
Apr. 23
Klepp, Revolutionary Conceptions, 56-178.
Apr. 25
Klepp, Revolutionary Conceptions, 179-286.
VII. SLAVERY, FREEDOM, & REVOLUTIONS UNDONE
Apr. 30
Wiencek, Master of the Mountain, 101-172.
 
May 2
Wiencek, Master of the Mountain, 173-231.
May 7
Wiencek, Master of the Mountain, 232-275.

Popkin, Haitian Revolution, 141-170.
May 9
Fischer, Washington’s Crossing, 1-6.


Research paper due at the beginning of class.
May 11 (Sat.), 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. FINAL EXAM
Detailed Description of Writing Assignments
Response Papers:  On the first day of class, each student will sign up to write two 4 page response papers, based on a reading or set of reading assigned for a given day. Your response paper may not be for the same day that you are leading class discussion. The papers are due at the beginning of the class session for which the reading is assigned.  Only two students will write for any given day, and every student must write at least one of the two papers prior to Spring Break.  
The broad purpose of your essay should be to situate the day’s readings in the Revolutionary Era as we have come to know it up to that particular point in the semester. Determine what is being argued and why the argument is or is not persuasive. If you are writing on a day where two or more texts have been assigned consider how they approach a common theme, highlighting what draws together or divides the readings the reading from one another. Identify a particularly intriguing, challenging, or controversial claim, assertion, story line, or argument presented in the reading, perhaps arguing that this historical claim raises questions about the interpretation present in a previous course reading or class discussion. You may wish to evaluate the evidence or sources employed by the author or authors. Students are encouraged to consult with me in advance of writing to determine what directions might be fruitful in writing these response papers.  These essays are brief, which means you must identify precisely what you want to argue; otherwise, you risk saying too little or trying to say too much.  
Proposed research topic, statement of hypothesis, and brief bibliography (Feb. 19)
Write two paragraphs on one topic or one paragraph each on two possible topics you are considering.  Indicate what you would like to learn, to discover, or to argue.  Topics should contain a brief bibliography, listing 4 primary sources and 2 secondary sources you think will be essential to consult during your research. You may already be compiling a longer list of sources, but at this point I want you to make an educated guess as to the ones that are most on point and thus crucial to your research. 

Sample Analysis of primary source [graded] and bibliography (Mar. 5) 
Select a key document that you plan to include in your research. In 2 pages, describe the significance of this document for your historical inquiry. Provide the who/what/when/where and contextual information, but focus on what insights this document stimulates about your topic. What window does it open on your subject?  What questions does it beg for further research?  On a separate page or pages, provide your bibliography to date of materials you have examined or plan to examine.

Sample Analysis of secondary source [graded] and revised, expanded, annotated bibliography (Mar. 12)
Select an article or book chapter (approximately 25 pages) from your bibliography for critical examination. In 2 pages, identify inadequacies or misinterpretations in this source that your research paper will constructively address. If you find the source entirely helpful, then explain how this source models the approach you wish to take or project how you might be able to take the author’s insights in a new direction in your own research project.  On a separate sheet, briefly comment on each item in your current bibliography, in a few phrases explaining why each item will be useful to your research.

Outline [graded] and revised bibliography (Mar. 21)
Offer a tentative yet detailed 1-2 page outline of your prospective research paper, identifying in more than generic terms what the sections of the paper will be. What will you establish in your introduction? What are the components of the argument that you will make and where will you deploy particular sources or evidence? What will you have to cover in the essay to prove your point? What sorts of conclusions do you think will be plausible? There is no magic format, but some sort of numbering system with topical headings and sub-headings will serve as useful guide to you and to me.  Also, present revised bibliography, highlighting (literally or with asterisks) new additions, as well as indicating what sources you have decided not to pursue.
Draft Introduction with revised outline (Apr. 11)
With a month to go before the paper is due, you should be ready to write the first draft of your introduction.  The appropriate length of an introduction to a paper of this kind is 2-3 pages, certainly no more than that.  Introductions, in short order, must: a) set the scene/provide context; b) clearly state your thesis; c) lay out the components of your argument; d) indicate the kinds of sources used in the essay and how you plan to use them; e) indicate how your argument fits in with arguments made by other historians.  You want the introduction to draw the reader in and make your plan of action clear.  Avoid list-making in the body of the introduction: you may want to make reference to one or two key historians or sources in the introduction, but use endnotes to actually supply full titles or complete names of primary source collections.  Follow your introduction with your latest, most up-to-date outline of what will follow.  
6-7 pages of drafted research paper text (not including the intro) and final detailed outline of the rest of the paper (Apr. 18)
By now you need to have drafted a significant chunk of the paper’s main body, turning significant portions of your outline into prose. This chunk does not necessarily have to be the first part of your paper, but rather any significant portion of your analysis. Situate this draft within your outline, indicating what portions of the essay precede and follow this analysis. Also include revised introduction with this assignment. Including intro, then, we are talking between 8 and 9 pages  
Final Draft (May 9)
Fully revised and completed essay, approximately 13 to 15 pages of text, exclusive of title page, properly formatted endnotes, and bibliography which will appear in additional pages following the text. Papers without properly formatted endnotes will not be accepted and will require immediate revision. We will have discussed formatting and citation issues during the course of the semester, so this should not be a problem. 

Final Exam (Saturday, May 11): Blue book exam, to which you may bring any printed course materials, to help you reflect on the “Revolutionary Age,” in light of the final readings. You will not, however, be able to consult electronic devices of any kind.

Preliminary thoughts on research paper for “Voices of a Revolutionary Age”

A major component of this course will be a substantial research paper, the final draft of which will be due on May 9, the last day of classes. As you peruse the syllabus, think about what aspects of the course you wish to pursue in greater depth or what gaps in the course and/or personal knowledge you wish to fill. Even if we had two or three semesters, we could not possibly cover all the important themes, people, and events that shaped the age of Atlantic Revolution from 1763 to 1826—at least not in the depth they deserve. The research paper provides you the opportunity to broaden and deepen the coverage of the course on your own terms--and to practice history, rather than just reading about history.


You must base your research on primary sources. Fortunately, the Roy O. West Library owns three incredible databases designed specifically to provide direct access to vast treasure troves of documents from colonial, revolutionary, and early national periods. Two of these databases—Early American Imprints Series I and Early American Imprints, Series II—contain a nearly comprehensive set of everything, other than periodicals, published in the British North American colonies and the early U.S. from 1639-1819. The third, Early American Newspapers Series 1-3, contains a vast array of newspapers from 1690-1922. You are required to make extensive use of at least one of these databases in compiling and analyzing sources for your research paper. As you will discover in the coming weeks, these databases come with powerful search engines that allow you to sift through these early American sources in a variety of ways. The library also possesses valuable printed finding guides. Most importantly, these databases give you direct access to high quality scans of the original documents.  

While the paper requires that your paper root itself in these databases, if your topic also necessitates additional primary materials, there are a number of other resources at your disposal. Roy O. West Library has many excellent sets of personal papers of key figures from the era. Various themed collections of primary documents also exist. Moreover, libraries and historical societies have scanned amazing materials onto the web. And don’t forget to avail yourself of Interlibrary Loan.

While you also will need to familiarize yourself with major secondary works, papers that simply summarize or rely on the authority of others will not be successful.  Make sure you understand that the distinction between secondary and primary sources applies to the web as much as it does to printed texts. Distinguish between websites and databases that provide access to exciting raw material and those that offer dubious digests of other people’s work or which provide merely abridged snippets of original documents.  Please consult me if you are unsure about the reliability or appropriateness of a particular source.
The themes developed in the common readings should serve as framing devices for your research essay. The arguments presented in your introduction should at least implicitly address the themes of the course, and the conclusion should explicitly state how your research challenges, supports, modifies, deepens or complicates our understanding of the debates that have fueled our course readings and discussions. That said, begin with your instincts as to what piece of the vast revolutionary puzzle you wish to explore. I look forward to discussing your plans with you at every step of the process, from early brainstorms to the final, well-polished draft.
