 October 5, 2012
 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gourley,
 
Believe it or not, we are well into the Fall 2012 semester here at Indiana University School of Medicine (IUSM)! We have recruited an amazing and diverse group of pre-doctoral students who are currently working to secure their first research rotation. One of the perks of the Indiana University School of Medicine Biomedical Gateway (IBMG) Program for Ph.D. Study is that new students have the first 8 weeks of the semester before they begin their first rotation allowing them time to adjust to graduate school life and explore labs and Ph.D. programs.
 
Each year I try to provide you with a tool or resource to share with students whose path may include graduate school. I believe that hearing directly from current graduate students about why they chose a specific program is more powerful than exploring a website or listening to a recruiter. That is why I spent the summer with current pre-doctoral students: Yanique Thomas of Morgan State University; Peter Corridon of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and Tuskegee University; Baindu Bayon of Indiana University; and Marisol Resendiz of New Mexico State University, learning why they chose the Indiana University School of Medicine and the IBMG Program for Ph.D. Study.  View the 2012 Diversity Postcard to see a few of their reasons.  Among the reasons the students gave, the one that really hit home for me was mentioned by Marisol, “With such a supportive and collaborative environment, it is easy to forget that I am working with leading researchers in a world-class facility.”  I could not have said it better myself!
 
Students who enter the IBMG Program for Ph.D. Study are tracking toward 1 of the 9 Ph.D. programs in their first year.  They will receive a degree conferred by Indiana University Graduate School, offered through the Indiana University School of Medicine. 
 
	· Anatomy and Cell Biology
	· Microbiology and Immunology

	· Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
	· Pathology

	· Cellular and Integrative Physiology
	· Pharmacology

	· Medical and Molecular Genetics
	· Toxicology

	· Medical Neuroscience
	 


 
Program descriptions and application information can be accessed via: http://grad.medicine.iu.edu.
 
The IBMG Program provides Ph.D. students with:
 
·         a competitive stipend for living expenses ($24,500 for Fall 2012), tuition/fee scholarship, and health and dental insurance;
·         the freedom to explore research areas through three 8-week rotations in hundreds of world-class research laboratories and research centers and institutes;
·         a modern integrated curriculum;
·         interactive seminar courses that will provide the skills required for research in the life sciences (i.e. ethics, research methods, professional skills, biostatistics, and scientific understanding);
·         the ability to select second semester modular courses consistent with their interest and likely Ph.D. program;
·         the freedom to choose entry into any of the 9 Ph.D. programs at the conclusion of their first academic year;
·         a solid and supportive student network as well as strong mentoring; and,  
·         the opportunity to live in a vibrant city with outstanding attractions, rich culture, big city amenities, and a very affordable cost of living.
 
The Indiana University School of Medicine also offers an NIH designated Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP or M.D./Ph.D. combined degree program) for students committed to a career that intimately incorporates research with clinical care.  The curriculum is flexible and uniquely designed to meet the individual goals of each student.  Our students have direct access to the top clinical and graduate faculty and courses at the School of Medicine.
 
The Indiana University School of Medicine campus is located in Indianapolis, Indiana on the Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) campus which recentlyranked 3rd in the “Up-and-Comers” category in the U.S. News & World Report!  Indianapolis is the 12th largest city in the United States.  It is large enough to host the largest spectacle in racing (the Indianapolis 500), and the 2012 Super Bowl!  However, Indianapolis is also known for its small-town charm and unique cultural districts, as well as a strong community feel.  
 
My hope is that you will share this information with your students who are interested in graduate school programs in the biomedical science.  Also, please consider posting theIUSM Graduate Program flyer in high student traffic areas or sharing our IBMG Viewbook with interested students.   
 
I am also happy to announce the continuation of the Indiana University School of Medicine – BioMedical Scientists Seminar Series Speakers Group.  Our goal is to offer biomedical research seminars to local universities and colleges, showcase the research taking place at the Indiana University School of Medicine (IUSM), and inform your talented students about our the Indiana University School of Medicine BioMedical Gateway (IBMG) and MSTP programs, as well as all the other graduate degrees offered by the IUSM.
 
Please visit http://grad.medicine.iu.edu/resources/for-undergrad-advisors to see a list of faculty participating and additional information on their research.  If you are interest in taking advantage of this free service, please complete and submit the Speaker Request E-form found at the link above.  I hope that you find this service of value and I truly hope to hear from you in the near future.
 
If you would like brochures and flyers, please complete the order form.  If you would like further information about our programs please contact me at (317) 274-3441 ormlhenry@iupui.edu. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration; I truly hope to hear from you in the near future.
 
With Best Regards,

 
 
 
	Monica Henry
Program Director, IBMG Program
Indiana University School of Medicine
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