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REL370A: Buddhism and Gender  

HH 212 
Tuesday 12:40-3:30 pm 

Instructor: Sujung Kim 
sujungkim@depauw.edu 
Office: 309 Harrison 
Office Hours: M, W 2:00-4:00 and by appointment 
 
 
Course Description  
 
This course aims to provide students with a comparative, cross-cultural perspective on 
gender and Buddhism during different historical periods and in different cultures, and to 
interrogate gender as a category of analysis for the study of Buddhism. Although the 
academic study of Buddhism and gender has become established fields of inquiry, there 
have been relatively few attempts to examine the Buddhist impact on our understanding 
of gender, body, and sexuality. In this course, we will explore historical, textual and 
social questions relevant to the status of women (and men) in the Buddhist world from 
the time of Buddhism’s origins to the present day in East Asia. Materials will be 
interdisciplinary, drawing from history of religion, anthropology, and gender studies. 
Through a variety of sources, we seek to understand the Buddhist concepts of gender and 
sexuality, views of women’s spiritual capacities, women’s images, and roles, as well as 
masculinity and homosexuality in Buddhist traditions. 
 
Readings (all available electronically through Moodle) 
 

1. Ambros, Barbara. Women in Japanese Religions (New York: New York 
University Press, 2015) 

2. Atkins, Paul. “Chico in the Medieval Japanese Imagination” The Journal of Asian 
Studies. Vol. 67. No. 3 (Aug. 2008): 947-970. 

3. Borgatta, Edgar F, and Rhonda J. V. Montgomery. Eds. “Gender” in 
Encyclopedia of Sociology. Vol. 2 (New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2000), 
1057-1066. 

4. Cabezón, José Ignacio. ed. Buddhism, Sexuality and Gender. (Albany, NY: State 
University of  New York Press, 1992) 

5. Cho, Eun-su. ed. Korean Buddhist nuns and laywomen: hidden histories, 
enduring vitality. (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2011) 

6. Grant, Beata and Wilt L. Idema. Escape from Blood Pond Hell: The Tales of 
Mulian and Woman Huang. (University of Washington Press, 2011) 

7. Faure, Bernard. The Power of Denial: Buddhism, Purity, and Gender. (Princeton, 
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2003) 

8. _________. The Red Thread: Buddhist Approaches to Sexuality. (Princeton, 
Princeton University Press, 1998) 

9. Powers, John. A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in 
Indian Buddhism. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009) 
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10. Neumaier Eva K. “Women in Buddhist Traditions” in Anderson, Leona M. and 
Pamela Dickey Young eds. Women and Religious Traditions, 80-107 (NY: 
Oxford University, 2004)  

11. Scott, Joan. “Gender as a Useful Category of Analysis,” The American Historical  
 Review, Vol. 91, No. 5 (Dec., 1986): 1053-1075. 

12. Yü, Chün-fang. Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara. (New  
 York: Columbia University Press, 2001) 
 
 
Class Preparation 
 
Our course will be run mainly as a seminar. Since this is a seminar and not a lecture 
course, the instructor will supply background and other information whenever necessary 
but the bulk of the class time will be devoted to discussion. In this style of class, students 
assume greater responsibility for presenting and discussing the course material. A 
seminar format requires all students to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned 
reading(s) for the day in question. Having simply read the words on the assigned pages is 
insufficient. Students are expected to have read the material closely, to understand 
the thesis, argument, and supporting evidence of the assigned reading(s). 
 
Presentation and Discussion leadership: Two students will be responsible to prepare a 
talk and lead discussion for each class. The talk can include what you find most 
significant about the readings, what questions you have after reading, what you wish the 
author had done and what you hope the class will spend time discussing. A copy of the 
talk will be circulated to members of the class. 
 
 
Course Requirements  
 
1.Attendance and Participation (10%) 

Attendance will be strictly monitored. You will be allowed to miss up to two 
classes without penalty. I make no distinction between excused and unexcused 
absences so you do not need to apologize or provide any excuse for your 
absences. But please remember that every successive absence beyond your first 
two will result in the deduction of two points from your final overall grade. 
Unsanctioned late arrivals and early departures (15 minutes) will be tallied as 
absences. 
Participation is not simply attending every class. Participation includes, among 
other things, timely completion of assignments, active participation in group 
work, thoughtful responses to the ideas of peers, and consistent overall 
contributions to the class. Please also be aware of that participation is not so much 
an issue of the quantity of comments, but essentially both the quantity and the 
quality. In other words, dominating discussion and/or not being sensitive to the 
direction of the discussion are just as problematic as not saying anything at all.  
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Also, you are expected to print out all required readings and to have read the 
relevant reading assignment for each class beforehand. You will receive a 
midterm participation grade from me when you have a required “chat with the 
instructor.” Below is a rubric for you to determine how you will be evaluated for 
your attendance and participation. 
 
A: Attends class regularly. Asks meaningful questions regularly. Provides 
comments and new information in a consistent and equitable manner. Interacts 
with a variety of participants. Reveals a solid understanding of the topic and 
readings as evidenced by thoughtful responses and questions. 
B: Attends class regularly. Asks meaningful questions regularly. Provides 
comments and some new information consistently. Interacts with a variety of 
participants. Reveals an adequate understanding of the topic and readings as 
evidenced by comments that rarely contain only superficial knowledge. 
C: Attends class regularly. Asks meaningful questions on occasion. Sporadically 
provides comments and new information. Interacts with other participants. 
Reveals a shallow understanding of the topic and readings as evidenced by 
loosely related comments. 
D/F: May or may not attend class regularly. Rarely asks meaningful questions. 
Provides minimal comments and information to other participants. Reveals a lack 
of understanding of the topic and readings as evidenced by irrelevant or absent 
comments. 
 

2.  Presentation and Discussion leadership (20%) 
In order to prepare an adequate presentation and effectively lead discussion of the 
material, consider these elements to be minimal requirements: 
(1) Presenters should provide an overview of the theses, arguments, and evidence 
of the assigned readings. 
(2) Presenters should assume responsibility for facilitating discussion of the 
material. To help with this, presenters might generate a list of questions and ideas 
that occurred to them as worked through the reading(s) and use these as a basis 
for discussion.  
(3) If there are any points of confusion in the readings, bring these up and seek the 
insight of other participants in our course. Do you agree or disagree with any 
elements of the readings?  
(4) Students may choose to make these presentations as formal or informal as they 
wish. The details and style of student presentations are up to the given 
presenter(s), though one may always consult with their instructor if they would 
like guidance or advice. 
 

3. Online postings (Reading memo): Everyone (except the two making the presentation)  
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must post your reaction to the readings (minimum 2 paragraphs) by Monday 11 a.m. 
(30%). You will receive your midterm reading memo grade when you come to my office 
for your required chat.   
 

Guidelines for Reading Memo:  
A Exceptional. The posting is focused and coherently integrates examples with  
explanations or analysis. It demonstrates awareness of its own limitations or  
implications, and it considers multiple perspectives when appropriate. The entry  
reflects in-depth engagement with the topic. 
B Satisfactory. The posting is reasonably focused, and explanations or analysis  
are mostly based on examples or other evidence. Fewer connections are made  
between ideas, and though new insights are offered, they are not fully developed.  
The entry reflects moderate engagement with the topic. 
C Underdeveloped. The posting is mostly description or summary, without  
consideration of alternative perspectives, and few connections are made between  
ideas. The entry reflects passing engagement with the topic. 
D Limited. The posting is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and  
displays no evidence of student engagement with the topic. 
F No Credit. The posting is missing or consists of one or two disconnected   
sentences. 

 
4.Debate: students will be evaluated on your active participation in a class debate. The 
instructor will assign you to a debate and to a team responsible for one side of the debate 
(10%). 

 
5.Final Paper: 9-10 pages, double-spaced (30%). Final papers should be based on a topic 
of their own choosing, but in collaboration with the instructor. Your paper should include 
a carefully edited bibliography page at the end. You will need 10 references in total. 
These sources should be written sources such as articles and books and I do not allow you 
to use online sources except images. See below for step-by-step instructions and 
deadlines.  

1) Workshop I: Planning and Strategies. We will do brainstorming and drawing a 
idea map together in class: Oct. 25 [10% of your paper grade] 

2) Paper Outline: Your first paper outline with a fully developed annotated 
bibliography (5 reference; 2-3 pages): Nov. 1 [15 %] 

3) Revise Paper Outline: You will get feedback from me on your outline and you 
will have to return the revised outline: Nov. 15 [15%] 

4) Your first draft (in total 10 reference): Nov. 29 [20%] 
5) Workshop II: Peer Editing. You will edit drafts of your peers. You will be paired 

with two different partners and during the workshop you will give a thoughtful 
and critical written feedback to your partners. Please bring your laptop and you 
will send your feedback both to your partners and me: Dec. 6 [10%] After this 
you will have to revise your paper based on your partners’ comments and mine. 

6) Your finished paper is due Dec. 13 (5 p.m.) [30%] 
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• Citation: All written assignments must include citations. Religious Studies as a 
discipline prefers Chicago Citation Style. 

• Submission: All the submission from Step 1) to 5) has to be submitted in .doc 
format. The final paper, however, should be submitted via hard copy and email 
(but this has to be in .pdf format). Early submission is strongly advised. Late 
submission will lose 1⁄2 grade point per day late. For instance, a “B” paper turned 
in two days late will be down to a “C+”.  

 
Grading Rubric: 
 

A = 93-100% A-=90-92% B+= 87-89% B= 83-86% B-=80-82% C+= 77-79% C = 73-
76% C-=70-72% D+= 67-69% D = 60-66% F= below 59%  

 
Academic Honesty 
 
Students will be expected to live up to the highest standards of academic integrity in this 
course. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students should familiarize 
themselves with the relevant section of the student handbook: 
http://www.depauw.edu/univ/handbooks/dpuhandbooks.asp?ID=521&parentid=518 
 
Students With Disabilities 
 
DePauw University is committed to providing equal access to academic programs and 
University administered activities and reasonable accommodations to students with 
disabilities, in compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act and Amendments 
(ADAAA). Accommodations are determined on a case by case basis. Any student who 
feels she or he may need an accommodation based on the effect of a disability or learning 
challenge is strongly encouraged to contact Pamela Roberts, Coordinator of Academic 
Success and Student Disability Services for further information on how to receive 
accommodations and support. Academic Success and Student Disability Services is 
located at 101 E. Seminary St., 765-658-6267. 
 
 
Course Policies 
 
Laptops: Please do not use laptops (and other electronic devices) in class, unless 
arranged through the ADA Coordinator. 
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Course Outline and Reading Assignment 
    
 
Week 1 (8/30)  Course Introduction & 

Women in Buddhism 
    “Gender” in Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
Week 2 (9/6)  Gendering Buddhism 

Scott 1053-1075; Neumaier 80-107 
 
Week 3 (9/13)  Femininity and Masculinity in Indian Buddhism  
      Cabezón (1992): 3-36; Powers 1-23 
 
Week 4 (9/20)  Double Standards  
                 Faure (2003): 1-20; 119-142  
          
Week 5 (9/27)   Sexual Transformation in Buddhism and The Cult of Guan-yin 
   Yü (2001): 293-351 
 
Week 6 (10/4)    Buddhist Women in Japan  

Ambros 22-39; 40-55; 56-75. 
  
Week 7 (10/11) Buddhist Women in Korea and Tibet 

   Cho: 15-44; Cho 165-181 
   Film: The Buddha’s Forgotten Nuns (2013)  

 
 Fall Break (October 15-23, 2016) 

 
Week 8 (10/25) Film Discussion 
 

Writing Workshop I: getting started your research 
   *Graff and Birkenstein, They Say I Say, 19-51. 
 
Week 9 (11/1)    Pollution and Purity  

           Grant and Idema 3-34; Moerman 351-380 
   *Paper Outline Due 
 
Week 10 (11/8)   Homosexuality and Buddhism I 
   Cabezón (1993): 81-101; Atkins 947-70 
 
Week 11 (11/15)  Homosexuality and Buddhism II 
   Faure (1998): 207-240; 241-278 
   *Revised Paper Outline Due 
 
Week 12 (11/22)   No class 
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Week 13 (11/29)  Debate   
   *First Draft of Paper Due 
 
Week 14 (12/6)  Writing Workshop II: peer editing  
 
 
12/13 (5 pm): Final Paper Due (both hard copy and email in pdf) 
 


