S201: RELIGION & SOCIETY | FALL 2011

●  Instructor: Abagail Shaddox  ●  Office: Asbury Hall 14  ●  ashaddox@indiana.edu  ●

Class Meetings:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:20-10:20am

Classroom:

Asbury Hall, Room #303

Office:


Asbury Hall, Room #14

Office Hours:
Monday 10:30am-Noon; Wednesday 11:00am-1:00pm (or by appointment)
E-mail:

ashaddox@indiana.edu 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Religion has long been recognized as one of the most enduring features of human societies. Thousands of faith systems can be found across the world today, and countless more looking back throughout human history.  Its effects on human society have been just as diverse: it has been both personal and communal; it has been a source of questions as well as answers; it has been a source of power and a means of limiting power; it has forged pathways to peace as well as war; it has been both a driving force to the future as well as a bridge to the past.  During this course, a social scientific approach will help us to examine religious experiences, beliefs, patterns, and organizations as part of a larger social order.
Throughout the semester, the lectures, discussions, readings and assignments will be structured around several objectives: (1) to develop a broad understanding of key concepts, issues, tools, and debates that shape the study of religion in social life; (2) to gain insight into the different methods scholars use in conducting research in this area; (3) to understand how these concepts and tools connect to current issues in today’s world; (4) to develop analytic skills that will benefit students throughout their time at IU, and beyond.
CONTACTING THE INSTRUCTOR:

If you need to contact me for any reason, the best ways to do so are either by e-mail (ashaddox@indiana.edu), or during my office hours listed on the front page of this syllabus. If you are unable to come during these times, let me know either by e-mail or before/after class, and we will set up an appointment. I check my e-mail regularly throughout the week, and you can expect a response from me within 24 hours (Monday-Friday). Although at times I may be available via e-mail over the weekend, I typically will not check e-mail for this class until Sunday evenings.

Should you need to reach me in the event of an emergency, please contact the secretary in the Sociology & Anthropology Department (between 8:00am-4:00pm, M-F) at (765)-658-4516 or, and she will be able to get in touch with me.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & POLICIES
REQUIRED READINGS:

Reading is an absolutely crucial part of your intellectual development. It is important to develop the skills to read actively and in an engaged way – something altogether different than the way we might read for leisure. This will be an important part of your success in this course.   

All readings for this course will come from either assigned books, or from articles posted on Moodle. A separate handout will be given to students detailing books to purchase, ways to purchase them, means of accessing Moodle articles, as well as a detailed reading schedule for the course. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

I expect all students to attend class regularly, to be on time, and to be fully prepared by having done the assigned readings. We will cover a lot of information in this course through lectures, readings, and discussions. In order to succeed in this course you will need all of these components. 

Although attendance is required, I do understand that we all face legitimate reasons for absences over the course of a semester (such as an illness, family emergency, religious holiday, university-sanctioned event). Therefore, you may miss up to 3 classes (regardless of the reason) without any penalty. For every additional absence after #3 there will be a 10 point (2%) reduction in your final course grade. 

Please note: Regardless of this policy, (1) You are responsible for any material we covered during your absence (this includes notes, assignments & announcements).  (2) If a quiz or in-class assignment takes place on the day you miss, you will not be able to make it up (*I will not give quizzes or in-class assignments on religious holidays).

Please feel free to use the space below to record contact information from other students in the class who you could contact in the event that you are absent. 

Name:_________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________

Name:_________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________

GRADING:
The grades you receive in this course will be weighted as follows:

In-class Assignments & Quizzes         50 pts
(10%)


Writing Assignments

         100 pts
(20%)

Book Assignment

           75 pts     (15%)

Exam 1



           75 pts 
(15%)

Exam 2



         100 pts
(20%)

Final Exam


         100 pts
(20%)


Course Grade


         500 pts
(100%)     

Your final grade in this course will be based on the 500 point scale below:

A+    98-100%
(489-500 pts)

C+    77-79%
(385-399 pts)
A      93-97%
(465-488 pts)

C      73-76%
(365-384 pts)
A-     90-92%
(450-464 pts)

C-     70-72%
(350-364 pts)


B+    87-89%
(435-449 pts)

D+    67-69%
(335-349 pts)

B      83-86%
(415-434 pts)

D      63-66%
(315-334 pts)

B-     80-82%
(400-414 pts)

D-     60-62%
(300-314 pts)







F       59% or below   (299 – 0 pts)
EXAMS:

There will be three exams in this course, including the final exam. These exams will cover material from the lectures, assigned readings, class discussions, and videos. The final exam will not be cumulative, and instead will only cover material from the last third of the course. 

	Exam 1:
	Wednesday, September 21st    

	Exam 2:
	Wednesday, November 2nd   

	Final Exam:
	Tuesday, December 13th (8:30-11:30am)*


Make-up exams are not given except in rare cases of documented non-academic emergencies, such as extreme illness. In such cases I must be notified prior to the exam. In this instance, a make-up exam will be given in a different form than the original – regardless of the reason for missing the original exam.

QUIZZES & ASSIGNMENTS:

Over the course of the semester, there will be 5 to 7 quizzes or short in-class assignments. Many of these quizzes will be announced during the class period before the quiz is to take place. If you are absent when this announcement goes out, it is your responsibility to find out whether or not there will be a quiz on the day you return. Please note that I reserve the right to give pop quizzes (unannounced) if I feel the class is not coming prepared, and is not keeping up with the reading. 

The in-class assignments will vary in purpose. Some will simply test whether you did the readings, and some will ask you to comment, in some form or another, on the day’s readings or topics. Some may also be small group discussion assignments.  

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS:

You will have one writing assignment in this course, during which you will conduct a baseline cost-of-living analysis, and provide a write-up of your findings. This will be worth 75 points (15%) of your course grade.  In addition, you will be doing a book assignment in which you select one of several choices from a list I will provide. This will also be worth 75 points (15%) of your course grade. Additional information and handouts on these two assignments will be provided several weeks into the semester. 


CLASSROOM DISCUSSION:

Some of the topics covered in this course may be sensitive in nature, and as a result, there may be moments where students feel awkward or unsure about contributing to class discussion. However, engagement and participation are necessary in order to fully benefit from this class. I expect students in this class to treat one another with appropriate respect and civility, even when you may disagree with one another’s ideas and opinions.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Violations of the DePauw University policy on academic integrity will not be tolerated in this course. Such violations include: cheating, plagiarizing, passing off another student’s work as one’s own, etc. Penalties for these actions may range from a lowered course grade or failing course grade, to expulsion.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS/ACCOMODATIONS:

Students with any special learning needs that may affect their performance in this course should discuss this with me some time during the first two weeks of the semester. The student will be asked to provide or complete the necessary university documentation, so that the appropriate arrangements can be made. The student’s personal information will be kept completely confidential. More information on these procedures is available through the Academic Support Center and the Academic Resources Center. 

LAPTOPS, CELL PHONES AND RECORDINGS:

The use of laptops, phones or recording equipment will not be permitted in the classroom. A student with documentation of special needs requiring the use of a laptop will be permitted to use one during class, so long as he or she discusses this arrangement with me prior to bringing it to class.  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

The Academic Support Services and the Academic Resources Center here at DePauw University are both tremendous resources. I encourage you all to explore and make use of their services. I will post and additional list of resources online.       

COURSE SCHEDULE:

I have compiled a topical course schedule to provide a very general sense of the direction the course will take over the course of the semester. This schedule is tentative, since some subjects may continue into the next class period, or may wrap-up early. This schedule does not include assignments and due dates (these will be provided in a separate handout). Both of these handouts will be available for you online Thursday 8/25/11, and in class Friday 8/26/11. 
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