
ANTH 153A: HUMAN ORIGINS 
SPRING 2013 | MWF 10:30-11:30AM | Asbury Hall 222 
Professor Daniel Gilman | danielgilman@depauw.edu  
Office: Asbury 205E 
Office Hours: MW 1:00-3:00PM, or by appointment 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
This course is designed to give a survey-style introduction to the fundamental concepts and bodies of thought that 
shape the academic disciplines of biological anthropology and archaeology.  We will begin with the fundamentals of 
evolutionary theory, and progress to the complexities of evolution that gave rise to our species.  From there, we will 
cover the basics of archaeological inquiry and practice, and move to more recent developments in the field, 
including an examination of archaeology’s participation in various nationalist projects. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
You are expected to read all assignments in timely fashion; assignments are listed on the syllabus on the day by 
which they should be read.  We will be relying on a textbook for most of our readings.  The book is: 
 
Lewis, B., R. Jurmain, and L. Kilgore. 2012. Understanding Humans: Introduction to Physical Anthropology and 

Archaeology. Eleventh ed. Wadsworth Cengage. 
 
We will also be reading a number of articles and book chapters, which you can download from the digital course 
reserves at ROW. 
 
EVALUATION 
There will be six tests throughout the semester that will include multiple choice and short answer questions, and will 
test knowledge gained in lectures and readings.  There will also be a final exam, which will look much like the tests 
in format, but will be longer and much more comprehensive, including some longer essay questions.  Since the final 
exam is our only opportunity for anything longer than an hour, it will be comprehensive of the entire semester.  (So 
don’t open your brain and dump out everything when you go on Spring Recess!) 
 
There will also be an unspecified number of pop quizzes, in order to ensure that students are keeping up with the 
reading assignments and class attendance.  Each pop quiz shall be worth 1% of the final grade: each point of the 
final grade shall be drawn from the point value of the final exam.  Thus, if there are five pop quizzes during the 
term, then the final exam will count toward only 35% of the final grade, rather than 40%. 
 
Structure of the final grade: 
 

Tests (6 x 10%) 60% 
Pop quizzes (?? x 1%) ??% 
Final exam 40% 

 
CHEATING AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
As a matter of academic integrity, no cheating will be tolerated.  Cheating would include such things as copying 
someone else’s work on a test, or working on a test past the deadline.  Academic integrity also requires that students 
do not attempt to gain unfair advantages over their peers, such as giving a false excuse for a make-up test.  Such 
behavior will carry severe consequences, reflected in your grade or in recommendations to be suspended or expelled 
from the university. 
See: http://www.depauw.edu/handbooks/academic/policies/integrity/  
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COMPUTERS AND ELECTRONICA 
The use of personal computers is completely forbidden in class.  I recommend that students who wish to take notes 
bring blank paper and pencils and/or pens to class. 
 
The use of mobile phones, PDAs, mp3 players, and any similar device is frowned upon during class, as a matter of 
respect to your classmates and to me.  Please silence such devices and put them away.  Students often fool 
themselves that they can subtly text their friends whilst sitting in class without my noticing.  In fact, as many people 
have already acknowledged, we professors understand what is going on when an ostensibly sane person looks down 
as his/her crotch and starts giggling.  Put the toys away and deny yourself the temptation to goof off. 
 
EXAMINATION POLICY 
The use of mobile phones, PDAs, mp3 players, and any similar device is forbidden during all quizzes, tests, and 
exams.  Any student found using any form of electronic device, cheating in any way, or talking with another student 
will have their paper confiscated, and they will be asked to leave without the possibility of taking a make-up.  Any 
paper so confiscated will be assigned a grade of zero. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Students are strongly recommended to attend all lectures.  I will present material only once, and will not send lecture 
notes or other materials on an individual basis.  Those students who miss a class session are still responsible for 
keeping up with the material presented.  It is a good idea to coordinate with a classmate to get the notes for lectures 
that you miss.  Do not ask me after an absence, “Did I miss anything important?”  The answer is always yes. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 
If you are unable to attend a test for good reason, you must provide me with appropriate documentation. Do not 
simply give me an excuse with no way to prove it.  If you had a doctor’s appointment, make sure to ask the doctor 
for a note – signed, dated, and on professional letterhead – confirming this fact.  If you had to attend a family 
funeral, then bring the funeral program with you. Upon receiving this documentation, I will decide whether or not 
the excuse is valid.  Documentation does not guarantee that I will grant a make-up. 
 
An excused absence from a test will require a make-up to be administered.  You and I must agree on a time for this 
as soon as possible following the missed session; the test must be made up within two school days of the absence.  
The exceptions to this are the pop quizzes, which cannot be made up, and the final exam, which must be held at a 
university-mandated date and time. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
If you have a disability that will require special arrangements to be made for tests, technology, etc., please let the 
university know as soon as possible so that there is sufficient time to coordinate all reasonable accommodation.  In 
keeping with university policy, students with disabilities should contact the Coordinator of Student Disability 
Services before contacting me, so that all such situations are properly documented and accounted for.  
Accommodations will not be implemented until I have received the official letter.  Such accommodations are not 
retroactive.  
See: http://www.depauw.edu/handbooks/student-html/resources/disabilities/  
 
COURSE CALENDAR 
 
Introductory stuff 
 
Monday, January 28 – Syllabus overview and course expectations 
 
Wednesday, January 30 – Biocultural evolution as basis for physical anthropology 
 
Friday, February 1 – Overview of anthropological subfields  
 

Reading: Textbook Chapter 1 
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Evolutionary theory: all the basics 
 
Monday, February 4 – Historical development of evolutionary thought and science 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 2 
 
Wednesday, February 6 – Darwin and Darwinian theory 
 
Friday, February 8 – Test 1 
 
Monday, February 11 – The mechanics of genetic recombination and heredity 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 3 
 
Wednesday, February 13 – Genetic variation among humans 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 4 
 
Friday, February 15 – Eugenics and scientific racism 
 

Reading: Shanklin, Eugenia. 1994. Anthropology and Race. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing 
Company. Pp. 71-95. (Reserves) 

 
Monday, February 18 – The strange case of lactase persistence 
 

Reading: Wiley, Andrea S. 2004. “Drink milk for fitness”: The cultural politics of human biological 
variation and milk consumption in the United States. American Anthropologist 106:3, pp. 
506-517. (Reserves) 

 
Wednesday, February 20 – Interpreting and classifying fossils 
 

Reading: Textbook Chapter 5 
 

Friday, February 22 – Test 2 
 
Evolution of our pre-hominin ancestors 
 
Monday, February 25 – Mammalian origins and prehistory of primates  
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 6 
 
Wednesday, February 27 – Primate classification and traits 
 
Friday, March 1 – Primate behavior 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 7 
 
Monday, March 4 – Paleoanthropology 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 8 
 
Wednesday, March 6 – Olduvai Gorge and early fossil hominin research 
 
Friday, March 8 – Test 3 
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Human evolution 
 
Monday, March 11 – Hominin origins 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 9 
 
Wednesday, March 13 – Ardipithecus 
 

In class: Paul, Rod, and Mike Rowe. 2009. Discovering Ardi. DVD. Discovery Communications, Inc. 
 
Friday, March 15 – Bipedalism and its discontents 
 

Reading: Ackerman, Jennifer. 2006. “The downside of upright.” National Geographic 210:1. (Reserves) 
 
Monday, March 18 – Homo erectus 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 10 
 
Wednesday, March 20 – Culture of H. erectus 
 
Friday, March 22 – Test 4 
 
March 23-31 – Spring Recess 
 
Human evolution: the later stages 
 
Monday, April 1 – Premodern humans 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 11 
 
Wednesday, April 3 – Neandertals 
 
 Reading: Hall, Stephen S. 2008. “Last of the neanderthals.” National Geographic 214:4. (Reserves) 
 
Friday, April 5 – More on Neandertals and genetics 
 
Monday, April 8 – Us: Modern humans 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 12 
 
Wednesday, April 10 – More on modern humans and Upper Paleolithic culture 
 
Friday, April 12 – Test 5 
 
Holocene and Neolithic archaeology 
 
Monday, April 15 – Expansion into the Americas and Paleo-Indians 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 13 
 
Wednesday, April 17 – Early Holocene and Neolithic finds in the Old World 
 
Friday, April 19 – Food production 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 14 
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Monday, April 22 – Civilization 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 15 
 
Wednesday, April 24 – Biocultural evolution and the Anthropocene 
 
 Reading: Textbook Chapter 16 
 
Friday, April 26 – Test 6 
 
Archaeology and politics 
 
Monday, April 29 – Post-processual archaeology 
 

Readings: Pearson, Marlys, and Paul R. Mullins. 1999. “Domesticating Barbie: An archaeology of Barbie 
material culture and domestic ideology.” International Journal of Historical Archaeology 
3:4, pp. 225-259. (Reserves) 

Mullins, Paul. 2001. Racializing the parlor: Race and Victorian bric-a-brac consumption. In Race 
and the archaeology of identity, Charles E. Orser, Jr., ed. Pp. 158-176. Salt Lake City: 
University of Utah Press. (Reserves) 

 
Wednesday, May 1 – Archaeology as political tool 
 

In class: Romer, John and Elizabeth. 2002. At the service of the state: Archaeology as a political tool. 
DVD. Films for the Humanities and Sciences. 

 
Friday, May 3 – Archaeology and Iranian nationalisms 
 

Reading: Abdi, Kamyar. 2001. “Nationalism, Politics, and the Development of Archaeology in Iran.” 
American Journal of Archaeology 105 (1): 51–76. (Reserves) 

 
Monday, May 6 – Archaeology and Israeli nationalisms 
 

Reading: Hallote, Rachel S., and Alexander H. Joffe. 2002. “The Politics of Israeli Archaeology: Between 
‘Nationalism’ and ‘Science’ in the Age of the Second Republic.” Israel Studies 7 (3): 84–
116. (Reserves) 

 
Wednesday, May 8 – Archaeology and French nationalisms 
 

Reading: Dietler, Michael. 1994. “‘Our Ancestors the Gauls’: Archaeology, Ethnic Nationalism, and the 
Manipulation of Celtic Identity in Modern Europe.” American Anthropologist 96 (3): 
584–605. (Reserves) 

 
*Saturday, May 11, 8:30-11:30AM – Final exam 


