POLS 130A: Elements of Political Theory 
JSC 251  /  12:40-2:10 TR
Robert Geroux, Ph.D.

Visiting Assistant Professor, Political Science

Office: AH 024 / Hours: TR 4:00-5:00, and by appointment

Course Description

Welcome to the subfield of political theory. In this course we will engage in an exciting historical and conceptual enterprise, covering a range of topics. We will begin with tragedy and Greek political philosophy, and move from there to the origins of republican political thought in Aristotle and Machiavelli. After that we will examine the origins of the modern world and the thought of Hobbes, and examine radical critique in the visions of Marx and others. We will conclude with the twentieth century, examining themes of the state, political security, and war. While the readings of the course are not “timeless” in a literal sense – we will pay close attention to historical context – we can consider the authors of the course as conversants across the centuries. As we’ll see, thinkers like Plato and Aristotle become vital to the modern visions of thinkers like Hobbes and Locke, if sometimes as antagonists. What occurs are intertwined processes of interpretation, both friendly and hostile, in a dialogue that remains vitally important to our political world.


We will address some of the following questions:

· What are the different ways of studying politics? What is political theory, and how is it related to political science?

· Where does political authority come from, and when is it justified? Who should rule, under what kinds of circumstances, and according to what standards or parameters? Who is obligated to obey, and why?

· What is freedom or liberty? Is the pursuit of liberty compatible with the need for peace and order?  

· What is war? What are the rules of war, and when is it legitimate? What do political theorists have to say about the modern international order and its operating logic (i.e. integrated world capitalism)?

· What is liberalism, properly understood? What are its links with capitalism, and who are its radical critics?

Course Requirements

Attendance and Participation: our course will require attendance and participation.  Come to class having read and prepared the material for that day. Ask questions, speak up, engage in conversation, feel free to discuss and debate with mutual respect. I expect each of you to have an awareness of news and current affairs; feel free to integrate the concepts and debates from our readings into your understanding of world events. Your attendance and participation will be assessed as part of your final grade.

Assignments: the assignments from the course will include two short papers (5-7 pages), an in-class essay, and two exams. You will receive the paper prompts at least two weeks before the papers are due; at that time as well, I will tell you more about my expectations for the papers. If you are permitted extra time during an exam because of a disability, or if you need to reschedule an exam for any reason, you must contact me well ahead of time. The final exam will include material from the entire span of the semester. The point totals for the assignments are as follows:

Assignments
Participation


25

Two Papers


50 each

In-Class Essay


25

Midterm Exam

50

Final Exam


100

Total possible


300/3 = percentage score

Books
Grene and Lattimore, Greek Tragedies, Volume 1.
Plato, Five Dialogues.

Machiavelli, The Prince.

Hobbes, Leviathan.
Schmitt, The Concept of the Political.

Additional readings as assigned.

Academic Integrity

Violations of DePauw University’s Academic Integrity Policy will be taken very seriously. The complete Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: http://www.depauw.edu/univ/handbooks/dpuhandbooks.asp?ID=101&parentid=100
Laptop Policy

You will not need a laptop for classroom purposes. Do not bring your laptop to class.

Readings

I: The Birth of Tragedy and the Emergence of Philosophy

Jan 31 Introduction to the course.

Feb 02 Sophocles, Oedipus the King.

Feb 07 Sophocles, Antigone.

Feb 09 Plato, Apology. 

Feb 14 Plato, Crito.

II: Philosophy, Religion, and Political Theory

Feb 16 Aristotle, Politics, selections.

Feb 21 Paul, Epistle to the Romans.

Feb 23/28 Machiavelli, The Prince, selections.

Mar 01 Exam.

III: Modernity and Liberalism

Mar 06/08 Hobbes, Leviathan, selections.

Mar 13/15 Locke, An Essay on Human Understanding, selections.

Mar 20/22 Locke, Second Treatise, selections.

Mar 22 First Paper due. 

Mar 27/29 Spring Recess.

IV: The Radical Critique
Apr 03 Marx, selections.

Apr 05/10 Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto.

Apr 12 Lenin, What is to Be Done?
Apr 12 Second Paper due. 

V: Twentieth Century and Total War

Apr 17/19 Carl Schmitt, Concept of the Political.
Apr 24/26 Film TBA. 

May 01 In-Class Writing Exercise. 

May 03/08/10: Review, evaluations, course wrap-up.

Final Exam: May 16, 1:00-4:00.

