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DEPAUW STUDENT GOVERNMENT 1 
  2 

WHITE PAPER NO. 3 3 
  4 

A White Paper Concerning Overconsumption of Alcohol on Campus 5 
  6 

Overconsumption of alcoholic beverages is a major concern on DePauw’s campus. 7 
Recently, DePauw has received some media attention for the same reason (being featured in 8 
Princeton Review’s list of top 10 party schools in the nation). As such, it is important that we 9 
look at our current policies and attempt to revaluate the effectiveness of certain policies. The 10 
particular policy that we would like to discuss is the current ban on kegs. 11 
  12 

The general rational behind changing the current policy on kegs is that the ability to have 13 
kegs on campus will ultimately reduce the total consumption of alcohol while promoting a safer 14 
environment at social gatherings. Currently, fraternity houses invest considerable amounts of 15 
money in purchasing single serving beer cans that are placed in large coolers that are readily and 16 
easily available.  We believe that kegs, being a single container, will result in the formation on 17 
regular queues at parties, thereby promoting a waiting period between the consumption of 18 
consequent drinks. 19 
  20 

Since the keg will have to be placed in a central strategic location, they will also be easier 21 
to monitor and control, and party organizers will be able to use proper judgment while serving 22 
alcohol to individuals (thereby reducing the likelihood of an intoxicated individual receiving 23 
even more alcohol). 24 
  25 

Another huge impact of prohibiting kegs is the environmental impact that all the 26 
aluminum beer cans have on the campus’ sustainability initiatives currently. A large fraternity 27 
may consumes anywhere from 12,000 to 18,000 beer cans a semester, most of which are trashed, 28 
not recycled. That raises a huge question about the sustainability initiatives that the university is 29 
promoting. Not only will kegs help eliminate this waste; they will also help in decreasing this 30 
massive consumption in the first place. 31 
  32 

In order to substantiate the claim let us look to research. Kilmer and colleagues (1999) 33 
evaluated the effects of banning kegs in all fraternity/sorority houses at one university. One year 34 
after the ban, average drinks per occasion and average drinks per party actually increased among 35 
fraternity/sorority members. Anecdotal reports from fraternity/sorority indicated that students 36 
started drinking more liquor than beer. 37 
  38 

In order to revaluate our own policies, we must look to other leading institutions across 39 
the nation and see what effective policies they are able to implement. For example Princeton's 40 
neighbor to the north, Cook College of Rutgers University, has tapped into a different idea: 41 
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encouraging the use of kegs. Students who want to host campus parties must attend a seminar on 42 
responsible drinking and register a keg with the school before serving the brew. Rutgers officials 43 
acknowledge that the policy was drawn up only after concluding that it was virtually impossible 44 
to keep track of the cans and bottles students had secretly stashed away. Under the new 45 
restrictions, says Lee Schneider, the dean in charge of monitoring the plan, "students will act 46 
responsibly and take responsibility for others.” 47 
  48 

It is understood that allowing kegs back on campus will obviously be subject to 49 
regulation and additional policies. For example, the university may decide to allow kegs only for 50 
registered events, restrict the total number of kegs on campus at any one point, disallow the 51 
individual possession of kegs, or ban them during the weekdays. We may go one step further to 52 
assess and regulate the consumption of hard liquor and the recently critiqued alcoholic energy 53 
drinks. 54 
 55 
 56 
Motion by:    Rep. Hollings    Seconded by: Senator Blakey 57 
 58 
Aye ___46____ 59 
 60 
Nay ___2____     61 
 62 
Abstain ____0____ 63 
 64 
 65 
This the 7th day of November, 2010. 66 
 67 
 68 

___Signed copy on file in Student Government office ____ 69 
Christine Walker, President 70 

 71 
 72 
 73 

Attest: 74 
 75 

___Signed copy on file in Student Government office ___ 76 
Tyler Hess, Secretary 77 

 78 


