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With over 400 locations in 42 states and 24 countries, the United States-based Hooters

Restaurant chain has become incredibly successful during its 26 year history. It is a

neighborhood-style bar/restaurant that features good food, lots of sports, and, the main

attraction, scantily-E OE Ew? ' O0OUI1 U UActoBln@tt) thein Wébsit, thécondpany

believes the Hooters girls are as socially acceptable as a Dallas Cowboy cheerleader, a Sports

lllustrated model, or a Radio City Rockette. The chain, however, has also attracted its share of

critics for promoting stereotypes of women as sexual objects purely there to serve and entertain

men | note the innuendo of the word hooters (aka breasts). The link between Hooters and
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letter published in Best Friends Magazine O wl Y Yt wE a wBest miehdsUAdibhal Sabctuary

is one of the largest no-Kill shelters in the United States and is located in Kanab, Utah. Disgusted

PEUw? E D UE xakBésbRDithtsFawdnyi classy organization, would align itself with
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Best Friends promoting misogyny, but also that Best Friends would probably not align with a

business that promoted bigotry against other groups (e.g., African Americans) (Disgusted 43).
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intersects with issues of social movement strategies around animal advocacy, and with issues of

gender and animals with respect to where and how stereotypical gender categories are

challenged or reinforced in nature-society interactions. In this article | use the lens of animal

geography to explore the controversy over the placedO i w? ' OOUI UUwi OUw-1 U001 UU>? wb
advocacy movement at large. By place | mean both the literal, unique constellation of human

and natural features that come together in a particular setting (e.g., a Hooters Restaurant) as
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place of gender in animal advocacy). While place does designate the particular, place is not

static, in that the identity of a place can shift, as can its purpose and the identities of those
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using/moving through it. The challenge from an animal geography perspective is to understand
how and why literal places become, exist, or dissipate as particular sites of human-animal
interactions, as well as how metaphorical placements of categories related to human-animal
interactions move in and out of being.
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animal interactions. The goal of this article is two-fold: first, to examine what this new place

means in relation to existing spay/neuter programs run through shelters and clinics, and
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advocacy campaigns. The opening quotes and letter to the editor highlight the underlying
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transgressive campaign | one that helps bring the politics of animal overpopulation into
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companion animals can be recalibrated? Or is it something in between? To explore this

controversy | have broken the article into five sections. After setting the context for both pet
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for this research comes from both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include

publicly available materials such as websites, newsletters, and personal

communications. Secondary sources include news articles, online blogs and public discussion

boards.

Context of pet/overpopulation and spay/neuter campaigns. There is no doubt that the United

States is a nation of pet lovers. According to the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS),

the nation spends over $40 billion per year on companion animals, which include some 75

million dogs, 88 million cats, and untold millions of rodents, birds, reptiles, and fish (HSUS).

There is a cable channel dedicated to all things animal (Animal Planet), and reality shows like

Dog Whispereand ( Uz U w, | u@hictulkip huovar® kelate to their animals so that the

entire household is healthy and happy. Shelter adoption is promoted in such venues. Today

many people OO OP wUT EVWEEOxUDOT WEOWEODPOEOQwWI UOOWE wUIi 1 601 U
people do not realize the full extent of the problem of dog and cat overpopulation. The HSUS

estimates there are around 70 million stray cats and dogs roaming the country at any given

time, due to abandonment, uncontrolled breeding, and running away/escaping. For animals

who do make it to a shelter (between 6-8 million), only about half (3-4 million) are adopted

out. The other 3-4 million are euthanized. That is anywhere from 342-456 dogs and cats per

hour 365 daysayear.( OwPUwOOUwOOOawEwWI I EYawl OOUDPOOEOWUOOOwWH!

increasing financial burden to local state, county, city, and private shelters. Upwards of $2
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While animal advocacy groups work to find ways to address pet abandonment and

escaping/running away, shelters, animal control agencies, and veterinarians all agree that

promoting and instituting spay/neuter programs is a key ingredient to getting a handle on pet
overpopulation (Looney et al; McNeil and Constandy).t The problem is that humans find

myriad reasons not to participate in spay/neuter programs. Some of the more common ones

DOEOUEI owbPUwPUWEUUTI OwUOOwUT T wEOPOEOOwWPUwhUwWUOOWI R x
want the animal to get fat and lazy, they want to breed their purebred/special animal, religious

views, and, perhaps most important for this article, people (mainly men) do not want to have
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has been controversy among veterinarians about the age at which to perform gonadectomies,

the evidence suggests that these surgeries help companion animals live longer, and help reduce

the chance of fights, roaming, scent marking, or general animal delinquency, in addition to

preventing overpopulation (Frank; Kustritz; Spain et al). Furthermore, there does not seem to
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of why people are or are not getting their animals spayed/neutered, many men continue to view

their male pets as personifications of their own egos and libidos. This concern about

emasculinization is so well-known that one company, CTI Corporation, developed neuticles |

testicular implants for dogs, cats, and even livestock. With neuticles you can have the best of

bothworlds| O1 UUT Uwa OUUWEOPOEOOwail UwOE D O U-Endl Paintbbtd w? DOUE |
more than $1100 | without the surgery (CTI). Since most people argue they cannot afford to

pay for a gonadectomy, it is highly unlikely that neuticles will solve the problem of pet

overpopulation.

The challenge, then, is how to convince the vast majority of the BRING UNW.
population to spay/neuter. Traditional campaigns like the one RRNAMALS |
shown in Figure 1 attempt to guilt people into these surgeries.

ED

WHEN YOU LET a%gk PET

The image is as depressing as it is shocking | seeing a puppy
with pleading eyes in front of a pile of dead animals is certainly
not the image most people want to take away with them as they
adopt (or think about adopting) a companion animal. | argue
that this image also reinforces negative ideas about animal
shelters themselves. Instead of the shelter being a place to
celebrate a new companion, these campaigns instill notions of
shelters as places that are terrible prisons, places where all they
do is kill, places that are not welcoming, and places of judgment
and unacceptance. While the intended message is to show how shameful and thoughtless it is to

Figure 1
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contribute to pet overpopulation, some psychologists argue that ads like this actually reinforce

behavior, because it is subtly telling us that not spaying/neutering is the norm | and thereby

behavior, psychologists claim you need to define a new, preferred norm | in this case to

spay/neuter | , and to encourage people to join in, rather than trying to shame them out of

undesirable behavior. Apparently, shocking images and moral outrage are weak arguments,

EOOxEUI EwUOwWUT 1T wET T BEOMBXDI wdE EuyGE Ez00 wedi EIDEWGW? 0D O1 wb U u
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behavior to change is the casual neglect and/or abuse of pets through refusing to spay/neuter

(ibid). So the new norm should be thoughtful caregiving towards animals, especially by men.

But how to change the message? One part of the answer may be to shift the message andthe

geography.

Placing geography, gender, and animal advocacy. As stated in the introduction, place is a
complex term in geography and can be applied to actual geographic locations, as well as to
more metaphorical or symbolic systems of classification. Geographers have been interested in
understanding places in two main ways (Cresswell; Staeheli). The first is to explore how a
particular place has been defined over time, what its purpose is/has been, and whether or not its
use/existence is being contested in some way by different groups. The second is to examine the
ways in which social identities are actively constituted in particular places. In other words,

El xI OEDPOT wOOwWOOI ZUWUOEDEOWOOEEUDPOOOwWxT UUOOEOWEIT T E
constrained because of being in a certain place. Mapping this interplay of identity and place
becomes complicated, as neither places nor identities remain perfectly static over time or
perfectly isolated from other places and other identities. Therefore, the task of the geographer
studying place is to hold all of these notions in tension with each other to reveal a fully
contextualized explanation of everyday life in everyday places.

The subfield of animal geography also takes as one of its central themes how place shapes, and

is shaped by, different constellations of direct human-animal interactions, as well as the

interactions of multiple human groups around one specific human-animal relationship (Philo &

Wilbert; Wolch et al2003; Wolch & Emel). For example, Kay Anderson has demonstrated

through an historical case study of the Adelaide Zoo how all zoos have shifted their meanings

over time (e.g., colonial power, leisure, education), even as they are continually used to

reinforce arbitrary boundaries between humans and animals (Anderson). And while zoos are

places within cities, animal geographers have also done extensive work on the place of animals
DPOWUUEEOQWEUI EUWEUWEwWhPT 001 w OPOEOUwWmI 81T 6 Owi I UEOWE
categorization by different human stakeholders (e.g., caregivers, law enforcement, ranchers,

Ul UPETI OUUOWUEDI OUPUUUAOWEUT wUT T OWEUwW?DO0wx OEEI » woOU
urban human inhabitants (Gullo; Griffiths et al; Philo; Wolch 1995).
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With respect to animal advocacy practices, geographers have studied how place-based

advocacy plays a large role in shaping human-animal relations (Urbanik). Kersty Hobson

highlighted how advocacy work to save the Sun Bear from bear bile farms in China was

dramatically helped by the first sanctuary that, as a place, allowed advocates and researchers to

more fully understand the lives of Sun Bears and to educate others about their personalities

@' OEUOOASwW2UAEOODI w, PET 1 OWEOUOwi OUOEwWUT EQwx OEEIT UwE
attitudes towards wildlife through her study of Golden Eagle rehabilitation centers and public

education projects (Michel). By engaging people in an everyday politics of care through their

Ul OEUPOOUT DxUwbkpbUT wUT 1T wi ET Ol UOw, PET T OwEUT Ul UwUT EU
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campaign is a shift in where animal advocacy takes place | moving it away from traditional

sites such as zoos and rehabilitation centers | , and assessing the effectiveness of such a

campaign can help shed light on new forms of animal advocacy rooted in strategic

geographies.

Those working under the umbrella of human-animal studies have long realized that gender

plays an important role in human-animal relationships (a more detailed focus on sexism and

animal advocacy will be taken up in a subsequent section). Whether the issue is gendered

power relations within the animal advocacy movement or the relationship between male

YDOOI OETl wUOPEUEUwWPOOI OWEOQEWE ®BDO O U OED U iwbUWwEl 1 & Oa
with the nonhuman (Adams; Adams and Donovan; Donovan and Adams; Kruse; Luke). Just as

geographers have demonstrated that place is key to human-animal relationships as a whole,

they have also explored how place is implicated in the male-female-nonhuman nexus. One of

UTT wl EUODT U0wI REOXx Ol UwbUws$ Ol Oz UwUUUEa woOi wi Opws UUO
and progress, led to not only near total eradication of wolves, but also went hand in hand with

the eradication of Native Americans in the American West (Emel). ThisnOUBD OO woOi w? 1 UOOUDI
O E U E U GipstilEnavang an impact on the treatment of wolves today in places like Alaska

(Anahita and Mix; Connell). We saw above that zoos reinforce human-animal boundaries, but

zoos and big game hunting have also gone hand in hand with colonization and consolidation of
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Even within urban areas, as seen in a case study of dog-stealing in Victorian London, which

highlighted how both dogs and women were confined to domestic captivity, masculinity and

femininity have been historically linked (Howvell). Geographers have also explored how

POOI Oz UWEUUDPUUET UwUOPEUE U wE O bédhamicdoeatidnatdihonr OET OUwO
gender influences perceptions of categories of animals (Wolch and Zhang; Wolch et al.2000;
lUOPOOOPWEOEW+EUUDPUT UAS w?' OOUI UUwWIi OUw-1 001 UU?wbUuw
identities. The Hooters restaurants themselves are imbued with stereotypical gender roles,

PT 1T Ul wiil 0l UOUI RUEOCPUAwWPUWUT T wOOUOWEGEWP OO OWEUIT wE
?2' 0001l UUwi OUw-1 U001l UURWPUWEUUT OxUDPOT wOOWEOGUOUI UEEU
and neutering, yet in a context that reinforces traditional male roles. It is a campaign that
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attempts to disrupt and change gendered behaviors towards companion animals by taking
advantage of the gendered behaviors themselves. As we will see, it is a controversial, but
potentially transformative tactic.

What is key to glean from animal geography is that howhumans construct interactions with

animals is fundamentally connected to wherethese interactions happen. Whereand in what

placesdo we, as humans, build what Paechter calls? EOOOUOPUDPT Uwdi wx UEEUDPEIT ? wk
/ ET ET Ul UOwi OEUUDPOT wOOwWI 1 OET UOWEUT Ul UwUT EQw?pil WwEED
way of thinking about the formation and perpetuation of localized masculinities and
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? 1 U O Bebaviors towards animals. While animal shelters have traditionally served as
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associated with positive animal treatment have been clearly limited to those who actually go to

a shelter. If the problem of a lack of spaying/neutering can be attributed in part to a certain

construction of masculinity, and men that identify themselves in this way will not come to

shelters, then a new geographically-based strategy may be in order. If you change the place can

you challenge the masculine social construct that inhibits some men from acting to help solve

UT T wxl OwOYIl UxOxUOGEUDPOOwWx UOEQIUOPws OUT Uw?' OO0UI UUwi O
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effective way to target men. There was a thriving Hooters restaurant in Salt Lake City, and it

turned out the franchise owner was a great animal lover, so the two decided to come together to

2T 1 OxwUI 1 wWEODOEOU? wp%l Oropednits |ddabfchhcbisd avénéréke OUEUT wUUOUU
participate as contributing local corporate citizens in whatever ways they see fit. In fact, Hooters

does have a large commitment to charity work, and has raised over

$8 million for a variety of charities since 1992.
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in 2005 (see figure 2).
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men who have companion animals (Fell). The use of three white

men and one that appears to be Hispanic coincides with the

Figure 2
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demographics of Salt Lake City. We also see dog breeds that most people would consider
unknowni OUwWPUOUwWOOUT T 61 UUOWEUUDPUUET OWEOGEW?EUUI O UU? wi
fawning over both the men and dogs | clearly making everyone happy. The event and

advertising were designed to create an atmosphere of fun, sharing, and human-animal

community at a place where many men already enjoy being | a far cry from judgmental or

depressing.
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(see Appendix 1 for a complete listing). Maobile spay/neuter clinics have been brought to

restaurant parking lots, while car washes, bikini contests, yard sales, and dog washes have been

used on-site to raise money for local shelters. Thousands of dollars have been raised and

hundreds of animals spayed or neutered. The argument of animal advocacy groups is that this

is helping to control the pet overpopulation problem, assist local private and state facilities with

fundraising and reducing the number of animals they have to kill, and finally, it challenges men

tochangeP T EQwUT 1 PUWEOOET x UwOi w? OEET O2» wbUbw EEOUEDOT wl
definitely a mindset among some men about the importance of keeping males intact. We

wanted to take on that mindset and those myths head on. It is our belief that spay/neuter is the

answer to the pet overpopulation problem so we need to address myths and misconceptions

OP Ol wUT b U7Fardh® HdtErOrEstadaks, this is a way of getting publicity; it fits in with

their charity work on issues from childhood disease research and breast cancer awareness, to

supporting strong families and a sense of community.
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Angeles. Hooters approached L.A. Animal Services, saying they Ugri‘w”mnem
wanted to sponsor a bikini contest to raise money for spay/neuter Bikini Contest

¥ L

programs. L.A. Animal Services, overwhelmed and underfunded, Taiy 13, 2006

agreed and a flyer was posted to advertise the event (see Figure 3). HIGHLANDS

After seeing the flyers, local feminists brought it to the attention of it

city council members who proceeded to criticize the event for being A 2.

degrading to women | even though it was not city- :ﬂfw WA _

sponsored. " PUA w" OOUUOOOT Uw+ EVUUE W" | DE romemmn s Ul wbhil wl €
backward here? We are a city with all kinds of progressive of o pa TR

programs that empower women and end discrimination in the /ﬁ}ﬁ ‘[’4‘ o

POUOXxOEEI OWEOEwWOOPwWPI z Ul wEI DOT weimswicwesor PDOT WE W’
EOOUI U06w( OwbUOz OwUPT T U» wp UUOE ==sie—== (x3w" pUa
/' TUUAWUEPE wWUT T wl Y lib@0UAnmEISedvibes bnd w( ~  Figure 3 P

Hooters tried to appease the critics by changing the flyer from a
bikini clad woman to a dog in a Hooters shirt (see Figure 4), but the damage was done and
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Animal Services said they would not accept any funds that were raised for them by the event
(Pattanayak 2006).

In the end, the event was held, but all the proceeds went to a local private shelter, The Amanda
Foundation, instead of into the LA system, which euthanizes around 19,000 animals per year
(this number does not include privately run shelters in the area) (Hymon).

6 00T OwOxxOUI EwUOOwWUTT wi YT OUwPT Ul Oz OwUT 1|
vocal in taking sides on this issue. Playboycovergirls-turned-animal
rights activists the Barbi twins said that city leaders should take part

) Bk
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Biini Contesl  Hooters  IN the contest. They argued that men are historically less likely to
Talt 13, 2006 e have their pets spayed or neutered, so a bikini contest was the ideal
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A © g animal overpopulaUb 0002 WEOEWEEET EwUl EQw? Pl z EwU
sl Spay and mad at us for doing Playboythan get mad at Hooters for trying to do a

8" Neuter

@mes ow  youpes | OOEwWUT DOT Plaxeque have'thd érux of the issue t is this

saneoeer  campaign selling sex to help animals or is it a subversive and effective
ﬁ%; ¢~~ campaign that is helping animals AND challenging stereotypical male
bmescnss T behaviors towards nonhumans?
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Figure 4

' OOUI UUwi OUw- BUWUEGODEPOWUR®UD] w OO0U01I UUw" OUxOUEU
movement is important because it guarantees women have the right to choose their own

careers, be it a Supreme CourtJusticeorE w' OOU1 UU wi BBeityablegs d6 WHat youU A 6
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profoundly empowered by their jobs | they are able to feel beautiful, learn how to stand up for

themselves, and to earn a decent living (K.H.; Loh). But it is also a goal of the women's

movement to encourage women to have an empowered sexual identity. What counts as

empowered has long been up for debate and policing within feminisms.

The issue of sexuality has been a defining issue for feminisms. Many third wave (~1990s on)

feminists have argued that a woman can and should be empowered by her sexuality. This has

meant that the claim of second wave and/or more traditional feminists that the sexual

objectification of women and the focus on extreme sexual femininity (e.g., Marilyn Monroe

style) is part of the destructive system of patriarchy no longer holds as much sway as it once

EPESw( OUUI EEQwbPT EUwl EVWOEEUVUUUI EwPUwWUT T wUDUT woi wkl
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empowered by it (Levy 2005). These feminists are comfortable with pornography, attending

strip clubs, wearing sexually suggestive clothing, and focusing on beauty. They also, however,

see themselves as intelligent, driven, and with the capacity to do what they want with their

lives. Many feminists have responded to these claims by arguing that these women are

deluding themselves, and have so deeply ingrained patriarchal, sexist views of women that

they have learned to objectify themselves | viewing themselves only through their sexuality,

just like sexist men (Donovan and Adams). There is no doubt that women are objectified as

sexual objects over and over again in society. One can browse the newsstands for publications

like Hooters MagazingVlaxim, or Playboy turn to catalogs like 5 B E U O U b, Bramildly2pbpilexi O
softcore porn, like Girls Gone Wild That sex sells is certainly not a new idea, and therefore some

i1 OPOPUUUVUWEUT Ul wUT E0wPhOUUI EEwWOi wEOCRUOYWOEUI BIWODDR O
giving the patriarchal system what it wants. Male subjectivity becomes even more dependent

on objectifying women.

61T 1T Owl0T T wOUT woOi wOT T w?Ul RwObUUI O?2wOUwW?OPxUUDPEOQuwIi T O
animal advocacy the result is the same. Instead of learning to see and understand the whole

woman and the whole animal, both remain objects under the male gaze, because the

presentation style reinforces sexist practices rather than challenges it (Adams). Ecofeminists,

those who combine their environmental and feminist concerns, have worked hard to

demonstrate the link between the patriarchal oppression/domination of women to the human

domination of animals (Adams; Donovan and Adams). Their main argument is that all systems

ofoppUl UUDPOOYwWEOODOEUDPOOWEUI wbOUI UOPOOI EQOWEOEwWUT EUw
all. For example, in their view one cannot, as a feminist, work to liberate women if one is

simultaneously a racist or engaged in animal abuse. It is the very hierarchical and dualist

mindset that essentializes distinctions such as man/woman, human/animal, white/black, which

leads to discrimination, mistreatment, objectification, and violence, which must be

dismantled. To argue, as many lipstick animal activists do, that? D1 wbOwl I Ox UWEOBOEOUO
NOUUDI Pl E?2weUl T wOl ROwUI EUPOOAWPUWODPOI wEUT UPOT wlT E
justified. From this ecofeminist perspective neither is justifiable. We cannot fight animal

exploitation without challenging patriarchy, and we cannot challenge patriarchy without

i BT T UDPOT WEOPOEOQWI RxOOPUEUDPOOS W4 UDOT wUl RPUOWUOW? UI
reinforces social power systems that harm people and animals.

There has already been a history of controversial ? Ul RPDUU? WEEOXxEDT OUwbbDUT POwUI
advocacy community, with People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) as the key

instigator. For several years now, they have provoked feminist outrage with a slew of

campaigns about fur, meat eating, and cosmetics testing, using scantily clad and/or naked

celebrities who volunteer their time and bodies. Some of the more famous women include

model/actresses Pamela Anderson, Eva Mendes, Charlotte Ross, and Alicia Silverstone (see

Figure 5).
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While PETA points out that they are 1) willing to do anything
to help animals, 2) use only people who volunteer their
services| which includes both men and women, and 3)
believe using celebrity and sexuality for a cause is better than
using it for nothing, critics argue that their actions do nothing
to help animals and everything to reinforce sexism as a social
norm (Moore). For example:

The Maxim-like PETA ads, the Vegan Vixens, the strip
club: All are saying it's okayto buck the stereotype of
Real Men Eat Red Meat, because here are some naked
ladies to reassure you that you're still a superhetero
manly man! Almost as if they're saying, you won't
even miss eating meat, because you'll get to look at so
much of it! (Ann)

Figure 5

3T 1T wOGOOa w? Ol U U E politiralsPeaking, lis thit inwhE @uts@t of

promoting vegetarianism/animal rights and encouraging people to stop

OENI EUPI a0l wEOPOEOUOWPUZUwxIT Uil EUOCAawWwOOwWUOWOEN
possible. (Ruxandra in Ellie)

But more than that, what do naked celebrities do for the animals? If it were so effective, why are

celebrities not stripping to end the genocide in Darfur or for other causes? No one is

Ul UUPOOPOT wWOT T wUPTT OwWUOWET wOUET w( Uz UwEwW@UI UUDPOO
(Ellie)

30UOPOT WEEEOQwWUOWUT T w?' OOUI UUwi OUw-1 001 UU?2uwl YiI 6OUuO
are seen as sexist and part of the same gimmicky practices that have long been considered

problematic within the feminist and animal advocacy communities. ? ' OOUIT UUwi OUw- 1 V0T U
following the feminist criticisms here, is not a placeof gender transgression, but instead one

EPDUI EUOawUOOUl EwPOwUT T wxEUUDPEUET EOQOWODPOEUI UwOi whOO
itisaplacewheUl wp OO OwWEUI wOT T w? 0l EU?2wNUUUWEUWOUET wEUWUI
literal meat being served to the male clientele by the women, even as they come to spay/neuter

their animals ¢ all objects and all there for male enjoyment.

2" OO0UI UUwi GUw- 1 001 UU? wEakkdiAninkalAdvotaty WWhBeXHe ab&ve OE 1 U
EOOEI UOUWEOEWEUPUPEPUOUWEUT wYl UawUOUOOT Ow( wEUT Ul w
-1 001 UU? WEUWEWUUEQUWPBIOOWEDIWWUE POMBRAWOBDWIEUDDUW? webH
larger context of gender-based animal advocacy by both men and women to link to the role of

place in creating new communities of practice with respect to gender and gender and animals.

SOwWEI 1T POOwW( Z EwOD Ol wUdapdotrietesd banlinedebatesbdutHo@esO Ul Uwi U O
sexism, and animal advocacy:
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Although some may find a bikini contest distasteful (Idonot. 81 UOw( z Owi I OEOI Ow
and yes | consider myself a feminist). | find that the number of sentient,

dependent, choiceless creatures Killed daily in shelters across America is the real

obscenity. (Ameme in Ellie)

You might find it interesting to consider that it is the societies that allow women

to wear revealing clothing in which women have the most rights and the most

power. Likewise, it is the societies that punish women for wearing revealing

clothing in which women have the fewest rights and the least power | they are

considered chattel who must do as they are told. Should women only be allowed

to participate in activism if they promise not to show their bodies or use their

bodies as a political statement? If a person chooses to use his or her physicality

ECEwWUI RUEOPUAWUOWEOOYT awEwWOI UUET T woOi wi PUwWOU wI 1
would censor him or her, even if their motives are good, also somewhat guilty of

disrespect and repression? (Vegswimer in Ellie)

Ul POI OQUET OI OUwOIl wUI RPUOGwW3TT awUEPUIT wlT T wpUOWUIT woi w
OOUEOQWEOOXEUUOWEOEwWOOI zUwOPOODOT woOi wOT 1T wOpP OB w( Owi
defined empowered sexuality as an explicit part of their animal advocacy work. Three such

examples include the Vegan Vixens, the Barbi Twins, and the Suicide Girls who did an anti-fur
campaign for PETA (see Figure 6).

The Vegan Vixens are a group of four
i1 OEOHUWRUIIBEKXUEDOI UU?
OT1 Ol Uwbl OGw?1 EVUEE!
about health and fitness, animal
issues, planet stewardship and climate

)b

ETEOT 1 wbOwWE wi UOOwI L7
Vixens)(Figure 7). They have made
multiple music albums, have an eco- | \
friendly fashion line, and are in the < THE VEGAN VIXENS %
process of developing a pin-up style EVERGREEN
# cookbook. Their views of men include: i
Figure 6 2&UaUwpi Gwi BT T OWEOT 77 Fyiesr ~ IE.

or who hunt are not sexy to me, but

Ol EO651 TEOwWOl OwEUI wUIi RAaOWEOOXxEUUDOOE UbiduE OE u
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371 w! EUEPwWUPDPOUWEUI w?bOUI UO Ehify Gedlth €pakeswane UP Ua wOOE |
UOUUOI EWEOPOEOQWEEUDPYPUUU? wuEOCEWEOOEUEUWUI I PUWEODPOED
the Kitty Liberation Front (KLF)(Figure 8). These women have posed for Playboy but have also

publicly struggled with eating disorders and have published cookbooksE EY OEEUDOT wEQuw? 1 E
anti-EDIT U8~> w31 1 w2UPEPET w&PUOUWEUT wEOwWOOOPOI w? YPEUEOU
community of women (and O1 O A2 wi OUOET Ewb Ow Thenn|
belief that creativity, personality and intelligence are not
incompatible with sexy, compelling entertainment and millions
Of wx1 OxO1 wET Ul 1 Suididp BidEpEsbabdtasi & D U ¢
themselves and develop their own views and practices about
sexuality regardless of mainstream conceptions and/or
judgments. The website has been so successful that they receive
over five million hits a month and have a clothing line and a
new book of nude photos. In 2008, a few dozen Suicide Girls
teamed up with PETA to do a print campaign to raise
awareness about the cruelty offur| UT T w? DPOOwOOU upx
campaign sayingUE O U OO U wE Ul wiab\kebrin@dedd O Ol U ?
animals (Eubanks).

r'we we
fur we

Figure 8

What all three of these groups have in common is their commitment to female sexual

empowerment and animal advocacy. These women enjoy feeling beautiful, feel empowered by

their feminine sexuality, and want to be able to use it for a good cause; all of them agree that

changing male attitudes towards animals can be very effectively done through more sexuality-

EEUI EwWEEUPOOUWEOGEWEOOZzZ UwUIT T whT E0wWUT 1 awEUTI wEODPOT wE

A second point to consider here is that there is a larger
I PUOOUA WOT wh OOl Oz Uw?EOE a wh
Ul YI UEQWET EEET Uwpkil wi EYI wUlI
political actions based on practices that are
stereotypically feminine, such as weaving yarn during
Uil T we OO1 Oz Uw/ 1 OUET OOwxUOUI
weaving yarn through trees and logging equipment to
protestIOT T BOT w1l El OUGaOowlUpPOu
in California have taken the tactic that getting naked
gets results (see Figures 9 and 9a). Breasts Not Bomb is
Ewl UEUUUOOUUWOOYI! OI OUB w311 auJEUI LuEI EPEEUI EwUOOwWI 0x0O
that remembers what is sacredandT OOOUUwUT 1~ ° Figure 9

(Sglaser).

JPOOUwW

They use political street theater and bare their breasts in public, which, they argue,
serves as an excellent forum to speak about the vulnerability of humanity and the earth.
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Unreasonable Women Baring Witness has also been using nudity to protest the war in
Irag.

The justification, according to the organizer,

PUwUT E0w?PU0wWl | EOLwOZ0wbOY Pk
(Sheehan). Albeit the women in these

campaigns are not dressing or posing

provocatively,we still see the same

?20ENI EUPI PEEUDOO? wOi whbOOI C
UEOIT wOPOEUI OwUT E0w?UI BwUI C
not find any documented public examples

of feminists or anti-war activists who felt

Figure 10 that the tactic of stripping went over the line.
Why would it be acceptable in one case and not
another, when in all cases the women are proactively stating their dedication to the cause and
consenting to using their bodies as political statements? For example, on a blog by Breasts
Not Bombs, a member writes:

Though some critics may say that we are acting inappropriately, indecently,
immorally, we say that it is our right, guaranteed by the constitution to express
free speech, using our bodies as signs and symbols as long as we pose no danger.
We believe that breasts symbolize the most non-violent representation of the
world at peace. Our breasts never hurt anyone and never will. The juvenile
response of the police, media and socially retarded audiences are other reasons
to restore respect and protection to women. (Sglaser)

And Donna Sheehan states in her vision of baring witness that:

It is no accident either that women would choose to get naked for the sake of
peace and justice. For Baring Witness is about using the greatest weapon women
have, the power of the feminine, the power of our beauty and nakedness to
awaken our male leaders and stop them in their tracks. In this way Baring
Witness is about heightening the awareness of human vulnerability. (Sheehan)

Should we also read these two campaigns as sexist and reinforcing sexist stereotypes of women
as objects, or claim that these women are somehow deluded by internalizing a patriarchal
mindset? These women, like those doing animal advocacy work, recognize that there is a need
to try different approaches to reach into a masculine mindset, which they argue is rooted in
violence, and to make space for new male behaviors | behaviors rooted in concepts of
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compassion and caring for all living things. In essence, these women are doing the same thing

as the Vegan Vixens and Barbi Twins: choosing to use an empowered femininity and

celebraUD OO wOi whp 001 Oz UWE OE D1 U-miSitywdmPaipBsabdigurie@ OUEDOUUOIT U
The third point to make here regarding gender-based animal advocacy work has to do with two

other examples of targeted outreach to men, neither of which has suffered rejection or criticism

for supporting stereotypes of men in specific ways. The first example comes out of Los Angeles
through a program of the California-E EU] Ew%UD]I OEUwi OUw OPOEOUWEEOOI Euw
11 UEUI 62 w. UPT POEOOaAwWUUEUUI E wE éseare@uthein @nin@lU ] wOOwi 1 Ox
companions, the program has expanded to include low-income areas such as Watts. + OU D z U w

special affinity for pitbulls, a breed popular among both groups for protection, and used by

OEQawi OUwi PTT UDPOT WEOE wi &lediteExdwolikkvithEpéoplendho Ea@O D O1 U U O»
very different ideas than hers about what an animal is for and how to relate to it. She has noted

Ul ECOWET U1l UWEOOOwW?UT T Ul wEUT wxi Ox Ol whpl OwoObPOOwx1 O0x 0O
they give a shitaboutdOT Uy 2 wep6 1 PUI A6 w( UwPEUWEx xEUI OUagedOw+ OUDbu
white woman coming into these neighborhoods and telling people what to do was not going to

work. After connecting with local trainers and community leaders, Lori became a trusted,

legpUDOEUT wx Ul Ul OET wOOwWUT T wUOUI T OUB w211 wEOCEPOUWUT EUC
she mostly listened and shared her stories.

funding from a variety of UOUUET UWEOQE wWUT 1 w" PUA WOl w+OUw O1T1 61 Uz Uu
she was able to bring together a temporary community of people who owned pitbulls and other

big breeds. While the city itself and many local animal advocacy groups were worried about

gang violence, this event, and events since then, have all

T 001 woOi i wpbUT OUUWPOEPEI OUOwWUT EOOU
EOOOI EUPOOUWPT Owil OxwxUOYDPET wUl EU
OUU>2 wOT EVUwWUOT 1 Ul wi YT OUUWEUT wUx1 EPE

3T 1T w?/ POxw8OUUwW/ U2 wi YI OUwPEUWE wx
MTV show Pimp My Ride,on which mechanics would give
N x] OxOl ZUWEEUW?EOOO? wOEOI OYI UUG w31
%‘ A 107/ clear| Bi wOi 1 Ul wWEOEEOwWO]I OWEEOQwW?i DR~ wl
2 A — be cool, then so can you. Subsequent events continued the
CENABLU I @Y A NBEVA @RNNEY <« OE A wOOwx Ox UOEUVUWEUOUUUT wep? &1 DwwbR
RSN TI 6f f wUExx] UwkYw" 1 00z Uwi POwWUOOT Ow? 6
e " playing off of the popular West Coast Choppers brand), as
well as to the idea of family in the African-American
EOOOUOPUDI UwbPUT WUUET wi YI OUUWEUwW?
12).317T 1T wOl UUET 1T woOi w? %EODPOa w# O 2 wb U wl
Figure 11 care of his whole family, and that includes the animals.
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These events and the daily work of the organization
have resulted in the spaying/ neutering of around

1500 animals each year and have provided a different
sense of community and human-animal relationships
for those who have worked with the group. ( Qw+ O
view, what has made these events successful is their
openness. She does not force people to get their
animals into surgery; instead, people (mainly men)

can mingle together and learn from her and from one
another. In essence, these events provide a place
where a new community practice can potentially take B o St St

hold | inaway very similar to the Hooters events. ﬂﬂ T0UR DOG_A PART OF TOUR P.ﬂm

Get your dog Fixed & Vaccinated & Microchipped FREE

oy Saturday Maech 1at / You must have an cintment
_Should these events_be stopped because they play " Ragpan farpeebiothi Lot el g A
into a hyper-masculine gang culture and incorporate |} tocated at Mother of Sorows Church | 33

Ul UOUwWODPOT w?xbOx2y w6l DOI EQwbOwbU
possible to make this case, she believes that it would
El w?Dl 6O0UODU ardwd iwUiET WEOO Figure 12 |
working with | a reality rooted in gangs, poverty,

and urban survival, where just pulling off an event without violence is a victory in its own

right.

On the other side of the country in New York City, is an organization called Rescue Ink (see

Figure 13). The following self-description comes from their website: ? 8 OUWUE Ol WE wOOOOwE U
maybe your first reaction is to cross to the other side of the street. Just remember to look both

ways before you do. We're not a gang, V|g|Iantes ora somal organlzatlon but we do have that
EIUUEDOwsDOwaOUU
DUWEOOI UwUOwWEODQ(

These men came together based
on their love of tattoos, various
vehicles, and animals, but as the
image makes clear they are very
20EO0O0a? woOl Od w3l
to do whatever it takes to help
animals, even if it means
pushing the limits of the law.
They see themselves as working
in conjunction with other animal
advocacy organizations, because

Figure 13
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UT T awEl OB YI w? Ul hbuse &hd kegldct®as Grovwn BeydddtEedasources of the
I RPUUDOT WEOPOE Oubm). Of EUI weT I OEDI U? wp

(UOz0wl0T PUwWT UOUx wUl DOl OUEDOT wUT 1T wUUI Ul OUaxT woOi wUi
charge Hooters, the Barbi Twins, and the Vegan Vixens with reinforcing the stereotype of

POOT QOWEUW?RUI BRxOUU2 yw3T 1l awEPUxOEawUI T wUEOI wUODPI OUO
EPT wOUUEOI UOwIl YI OWEWEDPOI Uw?2U0PI OUO? AwUT EVwPT wUIT T w
sexy/slightly slutty uniform | unless they are naked). There are no skinny men, men without

muscles, or men in frilly clothing. There is an obvious heterosexual norm as the undercurrent

beneath all of these gender-based animal advocacy groups/events. So this group, like

Downtown Dog Rescue, is playing into, and arguably promoting, stereotypes of men that have

not been known for their compassionate behavior towards any living thing. But this, in my

argument, is even more of a reason to read these gender-based animal advocacy projects as

transgressive. While they might be fulfilling the stereotype of male biker in appearanceaheir

actionsUOwUIl UEUI wEOPOEOUWUUEOUI OUOwWUT ECwPET OUPUawbOUO
more than a stereotype| OPUUI OwUOOwbT E0w( wEOQwWUEaADPOT RiMO®E WEODOT 8t
8O0UUwW/ PU?2 wEOEwW?' OOUI UUwi OUw-1 00T U prcebrédhe@htlOwl | UEU
identity | a literal and figurative place. Rescue Ink are saying that yes, you can be a biker and

look as scary as you want, andstill have compassion towards animals. For example, Big Ant

states in his online self-description:

Big Ant feels that having a house full of wonderful creatures provides an
environment that is both stress free and nurturing. Big Ant is an old school guy
who loves Harleys and hotrods. He's a guy who can be warm and funny, or (if
the situation merits) can be a scary and menacing presence. Big Ant believes that
animal abusers are weak, and he will not tolerate them. (Rescue Ink)

It is in fact no long acceptable to be the stereotypical OE O1 wgEDOI Ux1T EOT UUI Uwbkbil OQwWEOD
about anyone else | human or animal.

based animal advocacy practice out there. Not only are there a variety of men and women using

their own notions of empowered masculinity and femininity to influence human treatment of
EOPOEOQUOWEUUWOUT T Uwpb OOl OwWEUT wUOUDOT wUOT T w?2xOPT Uwoi w
the male culture of violence as it is related to war and environmental destruction. In the case of

the gender-based animal advocacy, they may be drawing on stereotypical views/practices of

masculinity and femininity, but they are also demanding new behaviors from those around

UT 1 O6w, I OWEUIT wb O U w?dnfudlessithe@dvevatirhal-acorhdadsiéhéreudn @ Br

11 UEUTl w( OOWEEUUDLYI!T wlOl OwWEUT wOOUwW? Ol 02 wWEUWEOOB3 w3 Owh
to hear their political message about animals, and thereby see them as more than their
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appearance, whetherone PEOQU U w0 OwOU wOOUS w( OwlUT DU ustd placeabed] Ow? ' OC
men can test out new, animal compassionate, practices of masculinity.

Conclusion.? ' OOUI UUwi OU w- I-Hdsed campaign Bas naigedihacklEsardound the

?xUO0Ox1 U?2 wOUT woOi wUI RUEOPUAWEOCEwWI 1 OET UwPEIT OUPUDI Uwi
Hooters Restaurant, we see a variety of identities coming together | on the surface we have the

stereotypical gendered male and female roles, along with animal advocates trying to raise

money to get people to spay/neuter their animals to avoid having to euthanize so many. This

can easily be read as a continuation of both stereotypical roles| women as objects and men
O00awWwEODOT wUOOI U1 POT wUOWUT T AawEEOQW?TT UwUOOI 02 wEOEO
to promote animal advocacy is valid to a certain degree. However, simply claiming that

2" O00UI UUwi GUw- 1 U Udniydireeonfpindarndpade nimalk dbdvesomen in a

hierarchy of oppression reinforces categories of men and women as good/bad andreinforces

identities as static, rather than as evolving, shifting, or self-defined. The Hooters girls are

actively choosing a life that they want. Many consider themselves subversive feminists and

choose to be empowered to use their sexuality just like the Vegan Vixens, Barbi Twins, or

Unreasonable Women Baring Witness. The men who attend these events and have their animals
spayed/neutered can do so among other men and see that it is not so traumatizing to their egos

OOwi EYI wUT 1 PUWEOOXxEODPOOUW?RI PRI Ed~>w3iT 1 awEEOQwWUI 1 wEO
EOOXxEUUPOOwWI OUWEODPOEOU? wpOEAE]I WEOOXxEUBIDGE Ul WOEUE
out there they can be a part of.

Feminists, animal advocates, and animal geographers alike have written about the importance

Ol wETl YI OOxPOT w?l UT PEUwWOI wEEUI wEOEwWUI UxOOUPEDPODPUAG
new forms of gender-based actions and identities echo the ultimately losing early spay/neuter

campaigns. How can new identities and practices be created without a placefor them to be tried

out in? If communities of ethical animal practices are the goal, then policing and controlling

how those communities come about seems counterproductive in the face of the alternative.

Appendix1: + DPUUDOT wOi w?' OOUI UUwi OUw-1T UUI UU~> w$sYI OUUWEa w
CA: 1) City of Sacramento Animal Care Services
(www.cityofsacramento.org/generalservices/animal-care/documents/VolNews_Nov07.pdf)

2)?' 0001 UUwi OUw-1 00Tl UURWEOEwW+ w ODPOEOw21 UYDPEI U

IL: Illinois Humane Society (www.illinoishumane.orq)

KY: KY Humane Society (www.Kiss989fm.com/cc-
common/news/sections/newsarticle.htmli?feed=283307&article=5630382 )
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OK: OK Alliance for Animals
(www.animalsheltering.org/publications/magazine/back issues/asm mar apr05.pdf)

NJ: NJ Aid for Animals (www.njafa.org/homeindex.htm);

NM: NM No More Homeless Pets Coalition
(www.bestfriends.org/allthegoodnews/nmhpnews 081504.cfm)

NV: Heaven Can Wait Sanctuary (www.nootersclub.org/documents/)

OK: OK Alliance for Animals
(www.animalsheltering.org/resource_library/magazine_articles/mar_apr_2005)

SC: Humane Society of North Myrtle Beach
(http://www.humanesocietynmb.org/NewsandEvents.html)

TX: 1) Feral Friends Animal Rescue (www.feralfriends.org/specialevents_recent.php)
2) Animal Aid Humane Society Waco (Suzie Wiseman, personal communication, 14
April 2008)

3) Greyhound Adoption League of Dallas
(www.pegasusnews.com/events/2008/jun/21/102432/)

UT: No More Homeless Pets (www.utahpets.orq)

VA: Prince William County SPCA (www.pwspca.org/events.htm)

Note

1. This is not to say that gonadectomies are without controversy. For example, Clare Palmer and

Yi-Fu Tuan have thoughtfully explored the connections between spaying and neutering and
OOUPOOU WOl wi UOEOQwx ObI UwE OE wHRHIGE owdvay @ Wdt U w? x 1 U2 wE
focused on the debate over gonadectomies but on the strategies used by those who support this

as one of the solutions to excess companion animals.
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