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Welcome to Intermediate Microeconomics with Microsoft Excel®!
The materials in this folder are composed of Microsoft Word (.doc) files and Microsoft Excel (.xls) workbooks.  You need Excel 97 or greater to use these files. All Excel workbooks are saved as .xls files so that they are compatible with old versions of Excel (all the way back to Excel 97). Here are a few of the file formats for Excel:
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Excel Macro-Enabled Workbook (*dsm)
Excel Binary Workbook (*xisb)



xlsx is modern Excel’s basic workbook with no macros
xlsm is modern Excel’s workbbok with Visual Basic macros 
xlsb is binary format, good for large, pure data files (rarely needed)
xls is the one that is compatible with old versions of Excel, it does not distinguish between macro and no macro files—they are all simply xls.
When you save a completed workbook that you opened in xls format, Excel automatically keeps it in xls format. If compatibility is unimportant to you, save as in xlsm format (to preserve the macros).  
The Excel workbooks are the delivery vehicle for the content.  The fundamental pedagogical principle at work is that concrete, visual presentation of abstract ideas is an excellent way to learn.  By clicking on buttons or changing cells, you see how the solution changes.  In addition, Excel’s Solver and the Comparative Statics Wizard add-in are used extensively as a complement to conventional, analytical methods.
To make sure that Excel is able to access and run the Visual Basic macros in the workbooks, security must be properly set. When you open a workbook, you must be sure to enable macros. For help, visit support.office.com/en-us/excel.
I am ready to start, where do I go next?
Open the book and go to work. Read the preface and follow along as directed by the book. You will be directed to open the Introduction.xls workbook and you will be well on your way to learning Excel, mathematics, and economics.
Contact me if you have questions or problems. Enjoy!

Humberto Barreto
hbarreto@depauw.edu 
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