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On Hazing
he Risk Management Policy of the FIPG, Inc. shall apply to all member men's and women's fraternity entities and all

levels of fraternity membership. The policy specifically addresses the issue of hazing as follows:

FIPG Policy on Hazing
No chapter, colony, student (pledge or member) or alumnus shall conduct nor condone hazing activities. Hazing activities are defined as:

Any action taken or situation created, intentionally, whether on or off fraternity premises, to produce or causes

mental or physical discomfort, embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule. Such activities may include but are not limited
to the following: use of alcohol; paddling in any form; creation of excessive fatigue; physical and psychological

shocks; quests, treasure hunts, scavenger hunts, road trips or any other such activities carried on outside or inside of
the confilles of the chapter house; kidnappings, whether by pledges or active members; wearing of public apparel

which is conspicuous and not normally in good taste; engaging in public stunts and buffoonery; morally degrading or
humiliating games and activities; and any other such activities that are not consistent with academic achievement,
fraternal law, ritual or policy, or the regulations and policies of the educational institution, or applicable state law.

Education is our goal

The purpose of fraternity education is just that - education about the fraternity, about the chapter and about the college or university. It
is education about past and present members of the fraternity, and it is education about what makes a good member. The goal of

fraternity education is to develop the future leaders of the chapter.

It is the responsibility of every member to educate in a constructive and harmless way. Each member must watch out for new members,

whether pledged member, new or provisional in nature. It is the responsibility of every member to see that the anti-hazing standards of
FIPG are not violated.

Areas of concern
The senseless act of hazing not only creates liability risk for the chapter and the entire fraternity, but also hinders the development of the

friendships that are the basis of brotherhood and sisterhood.

In recent years, a number of states have enacted laws that make hazing an illegal act. This means that, in those states, a lawsuit resulting

from a hazing activity might exclude insurance coverage for members who were aware of or condoned a hazing activity. This exclusion
would result because you cannot be insured for an illegal act.

Therefore, hazing carries a number of risks, including:
1. A civil lawsuit

2. Criminal prosecution for an illegal act;
3. Discipline by the fraternity;
4. Discipline by the college or university; and
5. Possible loss of insurance coverage.

But what we do is not hazing

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. So is hazing. What you may consider to be a perfectly harmless way of making your pledged members
learn their lessons in education, may, in the view of others, be an act of violence that can be criminal. Hazing is a felony in more than 38

states. In addition, no college administration or fraternity condones nor accepts hazing as a normal part of fraternity education.

A major concern with certain activities is that, although the goals may seem lofty and the activity harmless, the chapter is approaching a
slippery slope towards more violent and dangerous activities. The "fun" activities today turn into the disasters of tomorrow. There is no
such thing as "Minor" or "Harmless" hazing.

('- The biggest danger in hazing is that it gets out of hand. What begins as an innocent prank can lead to disaster. You are familiar with the

apocryphal story of the pledge who was tied to the railroad track, after the chapter carefully checked the timetable for that particular
route - only to discover to their horror that trains do run late.
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