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This seminar is on wars and militarism and how these effect and shape human lives. We will discuss whether or not wars and the concomitant militarization of human societies are inevitable aspects of our existence. Do wars and militarism reflect primordial human biological and psychological instincts and are therefore inevitable features of human existence? Or can these be traced to certain social, political, and economic contingencies and processes? Can wars be conceptualized only in terms of armed conflicts between nation-states or do wars encompass much more than is usually accepted or understood? This course is intended to blur several boundaries: normative understandings of wars and peace; differences between legitimate and unjust wars; and wars waged by nation-states and by insurgent and terrorist groups. Through an interdisciplinary lens that brings together insights from anthropology, security-studies, cultural-studies, feminist theory, political-science and history, we will try to define, identify, and understand the different kinds of wars that are being fought in contemporary times. The focus of the course will be to highlight the lived experience of wars and militarism, the strategies of survival that people employ in sometimes extremely adverse situations; the underlying assumptions of wars and militarism that are reflected in social institutions seemingly little connected to them; and most importantly, the power differences that underpin and drive contemporary wars. 

Required Readings

Enloe, Cynthia. 2000. Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women's lives. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Masco, Joseph, 2006. The Nuclear Borderlands: The Making of the Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New Mexico: Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Abufarha, Nasser, 2009. The Making of a Human Bomb: An Ethnography of Palestinian Resistance. Durham: Duke University Press.

All books are available at the University bookstore. Additional material is posted on library reserves.


Course Requirements
1. Weekly readings:

          Principal emphasis in the class will be on an elaborate and detailed discussion of the required readings/films. Students are thus strongly advised to come to class having done all the readings and prepared with questions or comments on specific readings.

2. Weekly Commentaries:

        Students are required to write a one-page commentary on the week’s readings. Students are expected to exchange their commentaries with other students prior to meeting for class. The commentaries are not expected to be polished write-ups. Students can turn in questions/opinion pieces or even poetry relevant to the content of the course. These will allow me to identify certain common themes or areas of general interest. These commentaries will not be graded individually but will count towards cumulative grades at the end of the semester. Post them on Moodle by 9.00 pm on Sundays. 
3. Current Event Discussion:

         Each student will get a chance to present a short discussion (not more than 25 min.) of any current event related to wars and militarization in any part of the world. Students will be expected not only to regurgitate information from the sources (news, magazines, internet, others), but review and analyze this information in relation to the course content. You are strongly advised to use the “S” center if you need to improve your presentation skills. You can set up an appointment by calling them at 658-4039. 

4. Leading Discussions:

Starting the third week of class, I will ask each one of you to lead weekly discussions on the readings. It is entirely upto you to frame the discussion and direct us to what you think are essential points/arguments in the readings. I STRONGLY recommend talking to me or emailing me your set of questions prior to class. You could bring in a set of questions, video clips, and/or images to supplement your discussion. I will select discussion leaders the first week of class. 

5. Assignments:

        All the students are expected to turn in three assignments during the course of the semester. If you want to write about an issue/question that is not listed in the syllabus, feel free to choose your own topic. These questions are intended as sample questions only. You can, however, choose a topic from the sample questions as well. Students are expected to write a coherent well-argued paper focusing on one theme. The paper should demonstrate a critical engagement with the course material. I will explain in class what I mean by this statement. 

6.Note Taking:

           Each week I expect two students to be responsible for jotting down detailed class notes and sending the entire class a coherent summary of what was discussed in class. This will ensure that we have systematic documentation for every class so that when you are writing your papers, you can draw from the dossier of notes that you will have. This will also ensure that you develop your note taking capabilities and learn from each other the very important art of processing in-class conversations. 

The overall grading system will be:
Assignment # 1:       20%
Assignment # 2:       20%


Research Paper:       25%


Commentaries:        10%


Class participation: 10%


Current Event:
        10%

Note Taking:           5%

Grading Scale:

A   94%+ A- 90-93%

B+ 87-89% B   84-86% B- 80-83%

C+ 77-79% C   74-76% C- 70-73%

D+ 67-69% D   64-66% D- 60-63%

F   59%- 

The following information will help you better understand the criteria for graded material:

A= exceptionally thought-provoking, original, creative in both content and manner of presentation, and a skillful use of concepts and/or materials which are fully supported.  

B= presents a solid understanding of the subject matter and an ability to handle the issues and materials encountered in the subject with only minor errors.   

C= demonstrates an adequate understanding of the subject matter with central ideas present, but too general, repetitious and not clearly supported or integrated with evidence and details.  

D= a minimally acceptable performance with a confusing central idea and lacking details.  Parts of the assignment are missing and/or incomplete.  

F= shows lack of effort and minimal comprehension of material with major mechanical errors, no thesis, and misuse of key concepts. 
       You have so much to choose from. Think of innovative ideas to present your  

       information. Don’t rely too much on power points.  

       You must try to get others involved by asking them questions or providing them  

       material to engage with. Don’t rely on Wikipedia for your information. I will ask you   

       submit a bibliography of sources to me after your presentation. I STRONLY  

       recommend that you meet with me to go over your topic and sources.

Grading for your current-event presentation:

Topic:             20%

Bibliography: 30%

Presentation:  20%

Creativity:      10%

Synthesis:       20%



Topic One:
Biology, Culture & Political Economy.

9/1 
            Malcolm Potts and Thomas Hayden, “Sex and War: How Biology 

                        Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer World.

                        Carolyn Nordstrom. “Deadly Myths of Aggression.” 

Samuel P. Huntington. “The Clash of Civilizations?” 


Hugh Gusterson. “The Seven Deadly Sins of Samuel Huntington.” 



 

Topic Two:
What is Militarization

9/8                 Cythia Enloe. Maneuvers (chapters TBA)



Topic Three:  Militarization of the Home front

9/15
            Pershing and Yocom, “The Yellow Ribboning of the USA: Contested          

                        meanings in the construction of a symbol”



 Marcus Power, “Digitized Virtuosity: Video War Games and Post 9/11  

                         Cyber Deterrence”

                         Film: The Women Outside



Topic Four : Militarization of Masculinities and Femininities.

9/22
Lesley Gill. “Creating Citizens, Making Men: The Military and Masculinity in Bolivia.” 
Carol Cohn. “How can she claim equal rights when she doesn’t have to do as many push-ups as I do?” 
Maria Olujic. “Embodiment of Terror: Gendered Violence in Peacetime and Wartime in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina.”



Topic Four : Creating the Other: Suspects and Dangerous Bodies.

9/29
Lynn Stephen. “The Construction of Indigenous suspects: Militarization and the Gendered and Ethnic Dynamics of Human Rights Abuses in Southern Mexico.” 

Mahmood Mamdani. “Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: A Political Perspective on Culture and Terrorism. 

                        Lila Abu-Lughod. “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and its Others.”
Film:               Kill Capture: A PBS documentary.



Topic Five:        The Military-Industrial Complex

 10/6               Peter Singer, “ The Private Military Industry in Iraq: What have we learnt  

                        and where to next?” CHECK CORPORATE WARRIORS AS WELL.
Jeremy Scahill, “Blackwater: The Rise of the World’s Most Powerful  

Mercenary Army”

Film: Iraq for Sale.

Assignment #1: Based on Cynthia Enloe’s extensive discussion of militarization, choose any object from your surroundings that to you represents what militarization entails and embodies. You can pick a partner for this project. Come up with a way the two objects (can be anything….a piece of cloth, toys, tv ads. etc.) you picked relate to each other and to the themes of the course. Although  percentage of the grade will depend on the way you come up with a common narrative linking the objects, a huge portion of the grade is based on your individual four-to five-page write-up about the significance of the object vis-à-vis the themes of the course. I will look for synthesis, analysis, and coherence in your writing. More instructions to follow. 



Topic Five : Nuclear Weapons Continued….
10/13
              Hugh Gusterson. “Nuclear Orientalism”


  Carol Cohn. “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense    

                          Intellectuals”. 
                           Read Masco’s The Nuclear Borderlands

READ MASCO OVER FALL BREAK



 Topic  Six : Poetics and Politics of Nuclear Weapons
10/27
             Read Masco’s The Nuclear Borderlands



Assignment # 2:

Write a four to five page paper on any of the following concepts engaging critically with at least three to four readings from the course.

Orientalism; Suspects; Hegemonic Masculinity; Citizenship; Terrorist; Culture Talk; Comfort Women; Private Militias (Details will be discussed in class)



Topic Seven:  Suicide Bombers/Terrorists/

11/3
            Read Nasser Abufarha, “The Making of a Human Bomb”


           Assignment # 2 due in class.

11/10
            Read Nasser Abufarha, “The Making of a Human Bomb”

11/17          Richard Jackson, “The Ghosts of State Terror: Knowledge, Politics, and Terrorism Studies.” 

                        The Drones of War

                        Cynthia Mahmood, “Writing the Bones.”



Topic Eight: Adolescent Soldiers and the Militarization of Schools.

12/1           Julia Dickson-Gomez. “Growing Up in Guerilla Camps: The Long-Term Impact of being a child soldier in El Salvador’s Civil War.” 

Gina M. Perez. “How a scholarship Girl becomes a Soldier: The Militarization of Latina/o Youth in Chicago Public schools.” 



Topic Ten: Obscure Wars

12/8
Leslie Butt. “‘Lipstick Girls’ and “Fallen Women”: AIDS and Conspiratorial Thinking in Papua, Indonesia.

                       Paul Farmer. “Pestilence and Restraint: Guantanamo, Aids, and the Logic   

                        of Quarantine.” 


 Research Paper due. You can base this paper on your current event presentation. 8-10 pages.  You will be expected to use at least five to six readings from the course in addition to external sources. 
