POLS 390C: 

Trauma, Terror, Literature and Politics
Robert Geroux, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Political Science

Office: AH 107  

· Office Hours: MW 12:00-2:00, F 12:00-1:00

· and by appointment

robertgeroux@depauw.edu
Brief Description

This course focuses on the experience of trauma, viewed through the lenses of contemporary political theory. The twentieth-century bears witness to the fact that political forces are a major source of individual and collective trauma: from the experience of colonialism and post-colonial wars of liberation, to the Shoah under Hitler, to mass starvation, political purges and forced collectivization under Stalin and Mao, political leaders and regimes have imposed unprecedented suffering onto entirely innocent peoples. A more hopeful observation is the possibility that political action might also serve as a constructive forum for healing trauma. From commissions for truth and reconciliation, to international trials for war crimes, to forums for interreligious and intercultural dialogue, a variety of political arenas have opened up in recent years as a way of countering the damaging aspects of what may be the most traumatic of all human centuries.

· Learning Outcomes
· Successful students will:

· Demonstrate knowledge of historical and contemporary political events, both in terms of their traumatic nature, and in terms of their “healing” by means of political reconciliation.

· Integrate that knowledge into larger discussions and debates in the discipline of Political Science and other fields.

· Articulate and debate issues in a systematic and dispassionate manner.

· Demonstrate skills of critical thinking and analytical reasoning both verbally and in written work.

· Engage in rigorous and original research related to course questions and themes.
· Course Requirements and Assignments

· Participation (50 pts): please come to class every day having read the material. Be prepared to talk about it. I will also require an online/moodle segment for additional thoughts and comments throughout the semester. 

· Short Reflection Paper/Topos and Presentation (50 pts): each student will be responsible for presenting one short thematic paper to the class. This paper should not be read but summarized, and it should conclude with a question for discussion on that day. The presentation should take about ten minutes, and it should take place at the beginning of class for that day. I will provide a sign-up for the reflection paper/presentations at the beginning of the term.

· Essays (4 X 25 pts each): each student will design and complete four essays, which should be understood as a sophisticated reading of primary and secondary sources, combined with some original observations and a highly specific and provocative thesis.  Each paper will revolve around a response to a conceptual issue or debate. I will provide the prompts for the papers, and they should be 5-7 pages in length. The due dates for the papers are as follows:

Paper 1 ( Sep 16

Paper 2 ( Oct 07

Paper 3 ( Nov 06

Paper 4 ( Dec 13

· Total Pts Possible: 200/2=percentage score.

Course Readings

Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life (Stanford University Press).

Anchee Min, Red Azalea (Anchor).

Francois Bizot, The Gate (Knopf).

Hannah Arendt, The Trial of Adolf Eichmann: A Report on the Banality of Evil (Penguin).

Haruki Murakami, Underground (Vintage).

Additional readings as assigned.

Theorizing Trauma I: Modernity and Biopolitics

Aug 28  Introduction to the course.

Sep 02 – Sep 11 

· Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer (HS) Introduction.

· Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception (SE) (on moodle).

· HS Part 1, Sections 1, 3, 4, Threshold.

· HS Part 2 (skim), Part 3 (read all).

· Giorgio Agamben, Remnants of Auschwitz (RA) selections (on moodle).

Film: “Night and Fog.”

Film excerpts: “Shoah.”

Memoir, Memory, Testimony

Sep 16-25

Anchee Min, Red Azaleas.

Sep 25-Oct 02

Francois Bizot, The Gate.

Theorizing Trauma II: Representation and Justice

Oct 07-09

Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem.

Lim, “Breakfast with the Dictator” (on moodle).

Oct 14-16

Film: TBA.

Trauma and Terror
Oct 28-30

Murakami, Underground, selections.

Nov 04-06

Murakami, Underground, selections.

Additional readings TBA (on moodle).

Film: “A,” “A2,” selections. 

Nov 11-13

9/11 readings TBA.

Film: “9/11” (dir. Naudet).

Nov 18-25

Timothy Kaufman-Osborne, “We Are All Torturers Now” (on moodle).

Additional readings TBA (on moodle).

Dec 02-04

Film: “The Act of Killing.”

Dec 09-11

Evaluations, review.
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