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Office: 234 Julian • Phone: x4105 • e-mail: jpope@depauw.edu 

 

Course Description: 
 

In a finite world, the needs of our ever-growing population and rampant consumption strain the 
resources of the earth and threaten both the natural environment and society.  Due to their 
complex and global nature, modern environmental problems like climate change, water scarcity, 
or mass extinctions can be overwhelming and really, really scary.  Many individuals who care 
both about other people and the planet around them are left wondering:  “What am I to 
do?”  Fortunately, the practice of sustainability – which balances the needs of people today with 
those of people in the future – can provide solutions to these challenging problems.  
 
This seminar will explore the theoretical concepts that support the emerging discipline of 
Sustainability Studies and consider how to put these ideas into practice.  To do so, we will 
discuss ideas from your textbook (Robertson’s Sustainability:  Principles and Practice) and other 
academic sources (e.g. Sustainability, the Journal of Record; Science; government reports and 
websites, etc.).  We will link these ideas to DePauw by engaging in applied class projects during 
the second half of the semester.   
 
Throughout the semester, you will develop and refine your ideas through by actively 
participating in class discussion as well as completing informal and formal writing assignments.  
Writing is an important skill for professionals in all fields.  Further, it will help you develop your 
thoughts and effectively communicate them to other people.  Writing is a process that takes 
practice to develop over time.  Therefore, you will be writing a lot over the course of the 
semester; please plan on bringing a dedicated notebook with you to class every day that you 
can use in and out of class to develop your ideas.  There are no quizzes or tests in this course; 
your grade will be based on the way that you prepare for and contribute to our class learning 
environment, the quality of your papers, and your contributions to a group project (see more 
below). 
 

Course Goals: 
 

As you will soon learn, DePauw professors set very high expectations because we know that 
challenging you is the best way to help you develop and grow; the hard work that you invest 
this semester will set a solid foundation upon which you can build a successful, fulfilling life.  
During this class, you will 
 

•  Interpret and explain the fundamental concepts of sustainability; 
•  Compare ideas to identify the strengths and flaws in different approaches; 
•  Demonstrate your understanding of fundamental ideas by applying them to on campus 

problems; and 
•  Critically evaluate ideas presented in class readings and other sources so that you can 

articulate your own beliefs and ideas. 
 

Please know that I am committed to you and your learning; I will be here for you to help you 
developing the skills and habits that will enable you to be successful in this class as well as the 
rest of your college career.   



 

 

Course Schedule: 
  
This class is divided into the following four sections: 

• Introduction to Sustainability (3.5 weeks):  A broad introduction to the principles of 
sustainability, including its history in society and higher education, as well as foundational 
ideas in environmental science.   

• Sustainability Problems and Solutions (4 weeks):  The science and theory underlying six 
specific environmental & societal problems and how sustainability can be used as a 
framework to develop solutions. 

• Campus Sustainability Projects (4.5 weeks):  Group projects investigating problems and 
proposed solutions that will advance DePauw’s sustainability. 

• Sustainability & You (2 weeks):  A reflective period to integrate the ideas from the semester 
into your lives going forward. 

We will use a course management system called Moodle for assignments and announcements. Our 
daily schedule, including reading and other assignments, will be posted there.  All out of class 
work must be submitted through Moodle unless otherwise indicated in class.   

 
Course Policies & Information 

 
It is the policy and practice of DePauw University to provide reasonable accommodations for 
students with properly documented disabilities. Written notification from Student Disability 
Services is required. If you are eligible to receive an accommodation and would like to 

request it for this course, please contact Student Disability Services. Allow one week advance 
notice to ensure enough time for reasonable accommodations to be made. Otherwise, it is not 
guaranteed that the accommodation can be provided on a timely basis. Accommodations are not 
retroactive. Students who have questions about Student Disability Services or who have, or think 
they may have, a disability (psychiatric, attentional, learning, vision, hearing, physical, medical, 
etc.) are invited to contact Student Disability Services for a confidential discussion in Union 
Building Suite 200 or by phone at 658-6267. 

 
Your attendance and active participation in class are essential for you to learn the material, 
and therefore, attendance is required.  If you need to miss a class because of sickness or 

personal emergency (see student handbook), please try to let me know ahead of time so we can 
arrange a time for you to make up the material missed.  If I do not hear from you within 24 hours 
of a missed class, your absence will be considered unexcused.  Your participation grade will 
decrease at least 3% for each unexcused absence.   
 

This class relies heavily on your participation and undivided attention.  Except in the case of 
assistive technologies permitted under the Americans with Disabilities Act, laptops are to 

remain closed and cell phones away unless we are specifically using these devises for a class 
activity.  Violations of this class policy will negatively affect your participation grade.      
 

**Academic Integrity**  It is critical that you are familiar with DePauw’s Academic 
Integrity Policy, which is defines academic dishonesty defined as any activity which gives one 

student an unfair advantage over other students.  Please know that it is possible to violate this 
policy without intending to do so.  Also, DePauw’s policy states that “all cases of academic 
dishonesty must be reported by faculty members and settled through the process outlined in the 
academic handbook.”  Resources, including FAQs on academic integrity and how to properly cite 
sources and information, will be discussed in class and are included on the Moodle page for this 
class.   
 
 



 

 

 
 
Campus Sustainability Course Assignments & Expectations 
 
A college seminar may seem very different from your high school classes because you will not be 
tested on a regular basis to see what you have learned or what you know.  Instead, your learning 
will be assessed based on the quality of your work in the following areas.   

 
Discussion:  This class is based on the active participation of everyone!  Grades will be assigned as 
follows: 

A Range:   You attend every class, show evidence of having read and thought about 
the reading assignment ahead of time, listen well to others, are fully 
engaged during discussions and class activities, and help focus our 
discussions with thoughtful comments and questions about the broader 
impacts of the reading. 

B Range:  You participate at times and are always in class.  You occasionally help to 
direct the discussion. 

C Range: You attend class regularly, but rarely offer a contribution.  The contributions 
that are made may not show active thinking about the topic or readings. 

D Range:  You attend class but do not show evidence of having done the reading or 
are not engaged, you are regularly late to class, or you have excessive 
absences (even if excused). 

F:  You have three or more unexcused absences. 
 

At midterms, I will provide you with an estimated discussion grade based on your progress at that 
time.   

 

Reading assignments:  Prior to each class, I will assign reading from one of our books or papers.  
This will be the basis of class discussion for the day.  Please make sure that you have read the text 
and noted important points or passages prior to the start of class.  I also encourage you to look 
for connections between the current text and other material that you have read, either for this 
class or another one.  The schedule of reading assignments is posted to Moodle in the “Class 
Information and Schedule” section.   
 
 

Moodle responses:  For almost all class periods, you will respond to a question on Moodle by 
writing a short (typically 300 – 500 words) response.  These responses will both demonstrate your 
understanding of the readings and help organize your thoughts for the discussion.  Any questions 
that you have about the articles should be listed at the end.  Your work must be posted to Moodle 
by the posted deadline for you to get credit.  Grades will be awarded on a scale of 0 (did not 
complete on time) to 5 points (provided a clear and well-supported response that indicates that 
you are prepared to engage in discussion).   
 

 

Formal writing assignments:  Throughout the semester, you will develop your informal writing into 
polished prose during four different writing assignments.  We will discuss the topics and 
expectations for these papers in class and additional information, including due dates, is available 
on Moodle.   
 

 

Group and class Projects: Throughout the semester, you will work in teams with your peers to 
investigate a specific topic or problem and share your findings with the class.  Before fall break, 
this will involve different types of sustainability problems.  After fall break, you will work on a 
campus project.  Additional information about these assignments will be posted to Moodle and 
discussed in class.   



 

 

Course Grading Policies (aka How You Will Earn Your Grade) 
 
Your final grade in the course will be based on the quality of your work as follows: 
 

• Class participation (20%) – The expectations and grading criteria for these assignments are 
listed above.  This grade will be calculated based on your final discussion grade and the 
average score of your reading responses.   

 
• Sustainability Problems & Solutions Group Work (20% total) – Because there is not enough 

time to thoroughly investigate all global sustainability problems, the class will be divided into 
groups that will collectively research and present information to the rest of the class for an 
assigned topic.  Detailed expectations for these projects will be posted to Moodle and 
discussed in class.   

 
• Formal writing assignments (40% total) – Over the course of the semester, you will write 

and develop four pieces of polished prose in the following areas: 
- Paper 1:  What is sustainability? 
- Paper 2:  Sustainability Problems & Solutions 
- Paper 3:  Campus Sustainability Project 
- Paper 4:  Personal Sustainability Manifesto 

By “polished,” I mean that these papers may develop from something informal (for example, 
an in-class free write or a reading response) and will go through multiple drafts before you 
submit it for evaluation.  Additionally, you will have the opportunity to re-write each of the 
first three papers if you are unsatisfied with your initial grade.   

 
•  Campus Sustainability Project (20% total) – The majority of the second half of the semester 

will be dedicated to contributing to DePauw’s ongoing sustainability efforts by investigating 
and offering recommendations for a particular campus need.  In addition to readings, 
research, and class discussion on this project, you will work in groups to develop an 
academic poster that you will present in a public viewing on the last day of class and a 
summary paper discussing your work and findings.  Additional information, including 
deadlines and expectations related to this project, will be distributed right after fall break.   

 
Please note that deadlines for the major assignments described above are posted to Moodle.  
Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each 24-hour period after 

the deadline.  (For example, an A paper would drop to a B after 24 hours, a C after 48 hours, 
etc.).  The two exceptions to this policy are if a) you use your “Get out of Jail Free” card (see 
below) or b) you make arrangements in advance (extensions will only be granted in the case of 
serious illness or other extraordinary circumstances.) 
 

You may get an automatic 48-hour extension for any major project by using a “Get Out of 
Jail Free” card, which can be downloaded from Moodle.  You may only use this once and the 
card must be turned in by the time the assignment would have been due.   

 
Though I will provide more detailed grading criteria and expectations for each assignment, 
you should know that I award grades in the B range for good quality, which means that you 

met my basic expectations.  A project or paper will only receive an A grade if the quality is 
excellent.  A grade of  C or lower means that the quality of the work was below my expectations.   
 

I am happy to discuss the grading of all your work.  However, please know that the 
responsibility rests with me to explain grades lower than the B range whereas it is on you to 

justify reasons for grades higher than the B range.  


