Greeks at DePauw:
18451950

By: John J. Baughman 48

Senior Professor of History

University Historian
Since Professor Baughman was a fraternity member (ATO) of DePaisi ani-a
histarian interested in University history, his doing a Greek history article seemed like
a watural, His research, however, turned up several problems early on: there 15 no
one definitive history on fraternities nationally becayse of the organizations” basis in
secrecy, the guality and quantity of information on fadividual chaplers both nation-
ally and locally varies; records of fraternities have tended to be poorly maintained or
nave been lost or husbanded in archives in houwses; finally, savs Professor Baughman,
students didn't tend to write down why and how they orpanized their clebs. What we

hate here are not last words but the beginning of @ discussion,~Ed, &

The membership of Beta Theta Fi in 1900. Beta was the first fraternity founded at
Indiana Asbury in 1845, ;

a2

of the initial social society of Phi Beta Kappa

founded at the College of William and Mary i
1776, That original fraternity, in time, became a non-
secret honorary organization at American collepes
stressing scholarship. In 1825 the first collegiate
social fraternjity was founded at Union College, and
the nm‘.‘&m’;—r%\quil:kly spread,

DiePauw's first fraternity, Beta Theta Bi, ap-
peared on the campus of Indiana Asbury in 1845,
eight years after the University’s founding. DePayw
in 1845 was a small, isolated college for men with a
five-year-old, four-story college building, five profes-
sors, a large college preparatory department, a '
limited classical curriculum, a precarious budget, and
no provision for housing students whose ages ran red
from early adolescence to the mid-twenties, The
number of college students in 1843-44 was approx.
mately 50; including irregulars and preparatory
students the University total was 177; the college
class of 1845 had 11 graduates,

Means of instruction was the recitation; atten-
dance was mandatory at church and daily chapel: the
curriculum was set and rigid, A county seat depen-
dent on an agrarian economy, Greencastle was a
hamlet of several hiindred. The faculty were all
ordained clergy, limited in their academic resumes,
but evidencing intelligence, good sense and good
character. Most of the students were Methodist, All
this was to prove fertile soil for the growth of a strong
Greck svstem at DePaww, o

The unique American fraternity system grew ot

systemn began in the frst half of the 19th century

essentially as a reaction of naturally exeberant
youth to the rigid and inflexible curriculum and
decorum expected by college leaders and parents of
the time. Knowing voung men in their late teens and
early twenties in a society given to preaching
dempcracy, fraternities were a natural reaction to
what the young men found in the college environ-
ment, ’

What we now know as fraternities developed out
of and alongside the college literary societies of the
early 19th century. College faculty were not fools, and
at Indiana Asbury, as well as nationally, the powers
that be encouraged the formation of literary societies.
These groups held weekly meetings entirely under
student control in which the main order of business
was declamation, oratory and debate of subjects both
abstract and practical and of the students’ own
choosing. Here, unlike the classroom, the student
was his own man. These societies were extraordinar
ily popular, Naturally, close relationships grew up
among members,

In the first year of Indiana Asbury, the Platonean
Literary Seciety was founded and a vear later the
Fhilological Society. The University provided rooms
in the college building which the men were allowed
to furnish. For three-quarters of the 19th century the
literary societies thrived. After their admission to the
university in 1867, women formed their own society,
the Fhilomathean.

Twao realities at Indiana Asbury encouraged
formation of social fraternities at DePauw. One was

T]Le consensus is that the American fraternity
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the failure of the University to provide living accom-
modations for the students, Unlike other colleges
which had dormitories, the first DePauw dormitory
was not built until 1884, nearly 50 years after its
founding. Was the college too poor? Did the dormi-
tory not enter the mind of the trustess, faculty and
the Methodist Epizcopal Church? We do not know,
Many Indiana Asbury students lived at home in
Greencastle or in the county; others boarded and
roomed in local rooming houses where local landla-
dies were expected to monitor the lives of their
charges, This continued even after the arrival of
coeds; in fact, mixed sex rooming houses long
preceded mived dormitories al DePauw, Students
knew each other in class and in the literary societics
but eften led isolated lives outside the demanding
campiis routine,

The second factor favoring fraternities at Indiana
Asbury would seem to be that voung men between
the ages of 16 and 25 seem to require “something
else” besides the formality of the classroom, the piety
of chapel and revival, and the cultural and intellectial
exercises of the literary societies. This was before the
age of organized athletics, before modern social
diversions and technology, and, until 1867, before the
availability of female companionship other than
highly protected town girls. Particularly for the older
college men in their junior and senior vears when the
first excitement of the literary socielies ebhed, there
seemed 1o be the need for social camaraderie ina
secret society with lofty ideals in the ceremony and
initiation rites, a club limited to Eke-minded soul
brothers.

University historian George A Manhart relates
in his DePauw Through the Years, the (likely apoery-
phal) story of fraternities coming to DePaww: *... from
time to time the furniture in Philo [the literary
society] Hall was found disaranged, and the fAoor
littered with scraps of food. Loud protests against this
indignity were uttered by some members of Phila,
who it was later discovered were the very ones who
had been holding midnight meetings there, estahlish-
ing the Indiana Alpha chapter of Beta Theta Pi” Beta
questions the veracity of this traditional version of its
DePauw origins. The story—whether truth or myth-
illustrates, though, that fraternities were both an
extension of and a reaction to the literary societies. i

ollowing Beta before the American Civil War,

two more fraternities formed on the campus: Phi

Gamma Delta in 1856; and Sigma Chi in 1859, In
the decade following the Civil War, five more
fraternities appeared: Phi Kappa Psi in 1865: Delta
Kappa Epsilon in 1866; Phi Delta Theta in 1868: and
Dielta Tau Delta in 1871, Early meetings of the

Alernities were usually in secret, but there is no

evidence of official University disapproval. The boys
seemed to relish the secrecy, and accounts tell of
€fforts to maintain a clandestine existence and to
Sutmaneuver real, or probably in most cases sus-
pected, disrupters. Often meetings were held out-of
ﬂ%{s; Betas remembered fondly gatherings under a
Particular beech tree in the modern Dells.

The early fraternites emphasized inftiation Tites,
Probably copied somewhat from the Masonic order

v

and usually permeated with Christian symbolism.
One needs to remember these were idealistic young

boys of reasonably good character associated in clubs  Attem ptsto
with hazy ties to chapters of like nature at other
institutions. While no national men'’s fraternity was cultivateintellec-
ever founded at DePauw, most of today's national
chapters from the Indiana Asbury period are among  tualand cultural
the very early chaplers of their nation®s,

Early on, fraternity membership was quite low in activitiesinthe
proportion to the total University enroliment. The
number of students in each fraternity varied, often fraternitiesin-
less than a dozen, and until the development of active
alumni, the chapters sometimes foundered and at cluded exercises
times virtually disappeared, particularly during the i
Civil War when only one or two freshmen in a anddebates
fraternity sustained the gmupl.nd ."’xsh

By 1884, the last year of Indiana Ashury, records r
indicate Beta Theta Pi had 18 members; Delta Tau sompoRico
Delta 16; Phi Delta Theta 22; Phi Gamma Delta 20 theliterary
and Sigma Chi 16, The other fraternities were not
listed. The position of preparatory students in the societies..,

fraternities was always controversial; for the most
part the fraternities showed no interest in the very
young boys, but surely those in the upper grades
were closely obzerved, “rushed” for later member-
ship, and a fow were initiated. |

Meanwhile, the non-Greeks on campus were
increasingly called “Barbs” (short for barbarians and
illustrating that young people have been corrupting
language since time immemorial). From time to time
the non-Greeks also organized clubs. Indeed, some of
these eventually bacame the nucleus for a national
fraternity. In later Ashury years, there was an
“Organized Bark” association,

As enrollment in the University increased after
the Civil War, so did the stability of the fraternities. 4
network of alumni, particonlarly in Indiana, meant an
adult interest and enthusiasm. Local business and
professional alumni meant support for social ameri-
ties not found in the large boarding houses where
students resided, With this help and growth in size,
the fraternities decided to rent rooms for their
meetings and social activities, usually on the second
floors of commercial buildings on the Greencastle
town square. Some of these chapter halls became
guite uxurious.

Atternpts to cultivate intellectual and cultural
activities in the fraternities included exercises and
debates comparable to the literary societies: there
were special reunions and programs at Commence-
ment Week and participation in the all- University
celebration. However, despite good intentions, the
fraternities seemed to fall back more on sponsoring
social activities, which in a period of restricted social
possibilities, consisted of suppers {ovsters were a
favarite), picnics, disorzanized sports, and what more
genteelly might be called “loafing,” horseplay, “trips
to the big cities,” and what those outside suspected as
such sinful activity as drinking, shooting dice, playing
cards, smoking and discussing girls. S0 what else is
new! .

when she suggested she be allowed to join her

C oed Bettie Locke, rebuffed by Phi Gamma Delta
brother’s fraternity, was urged by her father,
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Fictured above is the
membership of Kappe
Alpha Theta sorority in
18598 gr IR99. Four coeds
on the Asbury camprs
fniffated themselves on
Janwary 27, 1870 and
became “the first Greek-
letter sociely organized
with frrinciples and
methods akin to those of
men’s fraternities.” The
original house was on
Sowuth College Street. At

" right: The members of

Fappa Kappa Gammi in
1891, Kapba was the
second sorority fo gets ifs
charter on Indiang Ashury
University’s campus, in
1875,

Professor John W. Locke, to join with three other
young ladies to establish a sorority which quickly,
grew on the Indinna Ashury campus and expanded
throughout the country, So, Kappa Alpha Theta,
founded at Indiana Asbury in January 1870, can claim
to be the “first Greek-letter society of women
organized with principles and methods akin to those
of men's fraternities” in the United States, Women's
societies had appesred a few years earlier on other
campiises but not with so blatant an imitation of the
male fraternity.

Briefly from September 1870 to the withdrawal of
its charter in 1877, L C. Sorosis, later to become Pi
Beta Phi, was on campus. In 1875 Kappa Kappa
Gamma appeared at Asbury, and for many years
Theta and Kappa enjoyed pleasant but intense rivalry,

Sorority numbers at first were small, but so was
coed enrollment. The girls sought intellectual and
cultural, as well as social friendship; in 2 period of
student piety there are records of meetings being
adjourned for praver services.

By the "80s the literary societies were on the
wane. The fraternities and sororitics are accused of
responsibility for their slow demise, and there is
some truth to this since student interest was giving
priority to the fraternities and sororities, But other
factors should be considered, When the coeds
arrived, more inter-literary society socials began, and
intellectual acliviies were increasingly subordinated
to social events.

Control of the literary societies by rival fraterni-
ties, sororities and barb organizations, or coaliions of
them, turned them into competitors. In reality, as a
resource for extracurricular activities, the literary
societies were losing their appeal as students turned
to the fraternal systern and more specialized interests
such asathletics, religious clubs like the YWCA, and
other siudent activities such as publications and
oratorical contests, &

DePauw University with wealth and enthusiasm

provided by enfrepreneur Washington C,
DePauw. The campus tried to expand info a true
university with attached professional schools, more
specialized and varied curriculum with professional
teachers, maore buildings and facilifies to service the
school. While national economic conditions and the
premature death of Mr. DePauw forced refrenchment
of some of these goals in the 1890s, the University
definitely expanded from its parochial past, This
vitality meant two important changes for the fraternal
system. One was the rapid growth of University
enrollment. The other was the first decision to build
dormitories.

In 1884 there were 532 in the University with 231
in college classes; by 1920 enrollment was aver 1,000,

I n 1884 Indiana Asbury University became



The preparatory department had closed in 1814, The
doubling of student population in the 30 years after
the change to DePauw resulted in an increase in the
number of mermbers in fraternities and sororities. The
University raised no ebjection: by now most faculty
and administrators were themselves alummi of the
system and viewed it as a positive assat for votthful
energy as well as idealism,

With the growth in numbers came a new kind of
student at DePauw. Competitive and Eregarious, he
or she made high priority the “collegiate style” and .
social life, These students saw the fraternal sysiem
and its opportunities for leadership and camaraderic
as more important than the demands of the class.
room. The new DePauw students were eager o pour
time and effort into their fval social organizations.
Since most of the faculty and administration belonged
to fraternities and supported healthy competition, the
societies received approval unless they exceeded the
bounds of University propriety. For instan ce, while
the church and University officially disapproved,
dances were held in downtown halls while adininistra-
tors looked the ather way-after all the fraternities
were independent enfities, and adult chaperones were
present.

At the instigation of Mr, DePauw, who had been
impressed by the English residential colleges, the
University built dormitories in the late '80s, The first
was Ladies” Hall, later renamed MansBeld in 1815,
built in 1885, However, it only housed 80 women, That
Same ¥ear came a twin to Ladies’ Hall, lmown as
Men's Hall, to lodge 100 nales, but it was soon
converted to classroom use and became known as
Middle College. Florence Hall accommodated 60
men, essentially theological students until the demise
of that school in the Jate '90s,

Initially, all women were to live in Ladies’ Hall,
but soon the numbers overran the facilities, and
annexes had to be used. The financial precariousness
of the University particularly in the 1890s, as well as
the preference of men to live out in town, prevented
further University sponsorship of dormitories unt
World War L Thiz meant that Greencastle was
EXpected to provide the bullk of student livin I°J
accommodations, e

Alpha Chi Omega sororily was founded in 1885 for
music students. Later, the sorority expanded to inchede
other fpeds
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For some famili

founded in 1855 with the encouragement of

Dean Howe of the School of Music who saw the
need for an organization for the women in the new
professional school, Alpha Chi Ormega soon became n
national erganization, and its emphasis on participa-
tion in music receded. Thus, two na®onal sororities
were founded at DePanw,

The fraternity Delta Upsilon, priding itself on
being non-secret, came in 1887 Alpha Phiin 1888;
and Sigma Nu in 1890. Membership was also
expanding, and Manhart reported that in 1891 men's
fraternities had between 16 and 29 members with

q t the new DePauw, Alpha Chi Omega was

membershipin:
particular frater
nity or sorority

became a matte

of course,

o from one to seven pledges, and the women's groups

from 11 to 36 with three to seven pledges.

The "90s saw diminished University and frater-
nity growth and no permanent organization was
introduced, although Delta Chi, then a strictly legal
traternity, had a brief period during the existence of
the Law School,

The first decade of the 20th century saw four
new sarorities founded: Alpha Omicron Fiin 18907
Deelta Delta Delta and Alpha Gamma Deltain 1508;
and Delta Zeta in 1909, Only one permanent frater-
nity, Lambda Chi Alpha, was added betwedn 1880 and
1820, in 1915. During this period severa] local
fraternities and sororities formed and then disap-
peared.

¥ the end of the 19th century the national
B organizations of fraternities and sororities were

changing. What had been local dvalries had
become national rivaldes. Fraternities were ETOWing
in national numbers and influence; they maintained
national offices with executive secretaries and held
regular conventions with elected national, chapter
and alumni representatives, To enhance their
reputations, the national organizations strengthened
their standards, expecting the local chapters to
adhere 1o thern, carrying out local inspections,
creating more formal relations with the host colleges,
and establishing standards for membership and
chartering of new chapters. The National
Interfraternity Conference was established in 1909,

At DéPauw there was now increased participa-
tion in Iocal chapters by alumni, introducing second
and third generations, the legacies. For some
DePauw families membership in a particular frater-
nity or sorority became a matler of course, Likewise,
the network of alumni of fraternities and sororities in
towns and cities, particularly in Indiana and the
Midwest became assets in the growing business and
professional milien of the late 19¢h and early 20th
century. Fraternity alumni, not always from the same
school, knew each other, enjoyed association and
continued the rivalries of college days while sharing a
COMITON university experience,

Until 1889 fraternities and sororities had used
rented halls, but that vear Phi Kappa Psi rented a
whale building for a chapter house: the following vear
Beta Theta Pi rented 3 departing facully member's
home; by 1905 the fraternities owned or rented nine
homes and the sororities six. Why this change? If one
really wanted true brotherly spirit away from home
and at college, was it not logical to move beyond a

35
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Until 1889
fraternitiesand
sorcritiesused

rentedhalls...

Until 1889, fraterniifes
and sororities used renfed
halls for their meetings.
Fictured here are Sigma
Chi'’s rogus, probably in a
rented hopte tn the 1890s,
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weekly meeting hall to an accommedation for all
members Lo live together? Since most were living in
separate rooming houses anyway, why not come
together and have one house for the unit, rented or
owned, which could be under student management?

Growing enroliment, imited dormitory space for

men and upperclass women, and larger memberships
made new housing arrangements financially feasible.
The argument was that students could create their
own homelike situation and develop a more “kindred
spirit” by living topether in dailvy and hourly contact
rather than with a weekly club meeting, Upperclass-
men, 5o the argument ran, would be ahle to oversee
and develop the best qualiies of the underclassmen
by their interest, influence and model. Alumni
heartily agreed and jumped in with moral, and even
moare importantly, inancal support.

It was soon obvious, though, that Victorian
mansions, originatly buit for one-family use, were
really inadequate for several dozen men or women.
These homes provided a hodgepodge of conditions—

built on sleeping dormiteries, inadequate kitchen and

dining facilities, poor bathing and toilet areas. Asa
result fraternities began to build houses especially

designed for fraternal living. Thus, in 1909 Sigma Chi

became the first fraternity to build its own entirely
new houge i

I
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groups increased for both prestige and mem-

bers. This was further enhanced by the rise of
organized competiive sports; hence the desire to
initiate the football hero or the other extracurricular
leaders inpublications, debate, departmental clubs
and, indeed, top scholars. Dean of the College Edwin
Fost encouraged rivalry among groups to encourage
scholarship. Groups of fraternities, sororities and
independents organized themselves into combina-
tons or parties to conirol student government,

All this made fratemities and sororities focus on
acquiring members, What is today called rushing wag
known in earlier times as spiking, and there were no,
rules. Every unit was on its own. Organized men
would even hoard the trains bringing naive freshmen
to campus in the fall so that by the time they reached
Greencastle they had been pledged to a particular
fraternity. The length of pledgeship before initiation
was irregular, and the amount of indoctrination
varied.

Certain duties around the living units, offen
oherous, were assigned to freshmen before initiation

I t was only natural that competition among living

vin-order to encourage “loyalty” and further bond the

pledmes. Among men, hazing, whether mild, embar-
rassing, or righteningly physical, increased among
adolescents in an age that accepted social




Darvinism and “survival of the fittest " For those
‘DePauw sindents not in tune with this social svstem,
the caly alternative was not to join in, to deactvate,
depledge or leave the University. For many indepen-

dent students, lacking satisfying alternate lifestyles in
Greencastle, this could resuit in bitterness, Some-
“times the “standards” established by the units for
membership seemed particularly cruel,
Hence, by the time of World War I the fraternal
gystemn had begun to show an ugly side, and while
i[Jniversity leaders still gave them the benefit of the
Idoubt and tried to emphasize the professed idealism
of the organizations, there grew to be some question
of directions, particularly under President Geprge
Grose (1912-1924), He voiced the eriicism that the

reduction in University enrollment. Facing horren-
dous indebtedness with alumai also under stringent
financial restraints, the units were desperate for
initiates who could help pay the bills. It was indeed
quite fortunate that the new Rector Scholarship
Program allowed the quality of admitted students to
remain high. To add to these pressures, the young
men and women were faced with new responsibilities
of financial management, a practical learning
experience, although much of the routine was turned
over to local Greencastle accountants.

The early 20th century brought to the fore the
new emphasis on University concern for the whole
life of the student: the University had to become
involved in the extracurricular scene. Evidence of this

fraternities were becoming mainly social clubs, rather «, concern was the employvment of deans whose major

aimless and encouraging student loafers,

The students made some efforts themselves to
develop an interfraternity relabonship. In 1890,
Skulls, made up of two seniors from each fraternity,

. began and continued under later names. The women

+ of like nature formed the DePauw Ribs and Jawbones.

“ These groups were known for their rowdiness. In
1902, Kappa Tau Kappa was organized as a pan-
fraternal group end throughout our later history took
on responsibility for some selfregulation of the
systerm, o8

fler 1820, the expansion of permanent fraternities
and sororities leveled off, and only three
3 appeared before World War I1: Alpha Tau Omega
|in 1924; Delta Chi again in 1928; and Pi Beta Phi in
1942, The procedures were virtually the same, A
group of infimate iIndependent students would
.organize a local fraternity for a year or so, apply to a
national for a charter, which after examination and
acceptance by University officials, would be granted a
charter and be initiated by students from neighboring
college chapters.
Post-World War [ America was a period of
- progperity, particularly in the 1920s, that encouraged
+ building, Tn 1919, only Beta Theta Pi and Sigma Chi
- had built their own fraternity houses; in 1920 only
* Alpha Phi and Eappa Alpha Theta among the
: sarorities owned their homes. But the building boom
% Was on, and all fraternifies and sororities cither built
:new houses or renovated newly owned houses. The
felumni were more than ready to participate and
«formed house corporations to take over the fiscal and
smznagerial operations legally disallowed for minors.
i For the most part the alumni provided the seed
money and the banks lent generously, President
Murlin spoke of “large and expensive houses
 leovered with large, elegant and gilt-edged mort-
i Eages).” But he had additional concemns. Gifts which
i the university and campus needed as a whole to
i Provide for ongoing expenses were being diverted by
i 2lumini to beautiful and large fraternity and sorority
{houses,
i These new houses were impressive to entering
Eﬁﬁshguen, particularly when compared with the
{Sormitories, But they were costly and raised the
¢ Zpenses for organized students in comparison with
ithe unorganized. Even more worrisome was the
carval of the Great Depression and the consequent

miterest was with student life and 1ssues outside the
classroom, The frst true professional was Katherine
5. Alvord, Dean of Women from 1915 to 1936,
someane more than & caretaker for girls In the
women's dormitery. [n 1925 came Louis H. Dirks as
the first and only Dean of Men. Both these individu-
als and, after 1536, Helen Salzer and Leots Colpitis
heavily determined the relations between the
University and fraternity system. While from the '20s
on the wormen deans shared responsibility for
dormitory life with sorority living, Dirks worked
mainly in fraternity relations, "1

Since the administration insisted that all
freshmen women live in University dorms, the push
was for a new women's dormitory. The answer came
with the Anancial donation of Edward Bector, who
financed Rector Hall (mamed after his father), It was
completed in 1917, Immediately after his death and
financed by his estate were Lucy Rowland Hall in
1928 and Longden Hall for unaffiliated men in 1927,
Old Mansfield Hall burned in 1933 to be replaced in
1940 by Mason Hall, thus comnpleting the women's
quad. Hence, by World War 11 and with reduced
Depression enrollments the University had reasan-
able controt ever its housing needs for students, but
this of necessity included the fraternities and
sororities with heavily indebted houses. If the
University was to accept responsibility for the living
conditions for the students, it had no choice but to
accept the fraternity system,

In dpeo parestis was stll the rule, and most
University people, the national organizations, the
parents and townspeople, and to a large extent the
students themselves, accepted and approved social
oversight Gy the University, But the "20s and '30s
were eras of increasing social liberalization so that
slow modifications were in order, Policies on dancing
and parties, closing hiours for units, limitations on
visiting hours between the sexes and automohiles
were relaxed, but still overseen by the omnipresent
deans. Although some students claimed administra-
tive repression, hindsight indicates that a limited
autocracy did no really permanent damage to the
students.

The methods the administrators used were to
win the confidence of the student body by encourag-
ing congenial faculty-administration-student relations.
In all his DeFauw career until his death, Dean Dirks,
for example, never missed a home foothall game.

Katherine 8. Alverd ea
to DePawie as Dean of
Wemen dn 1915, She u
the first representative
the new profession of
stedent affairs af DePa
She also laught history
the University,

Lowts H Divks came to
PePouw in 1826 as De
af Mewn and worked wa
in froternal relations.
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Rushing:...no
ready and truly
workable solu-
tionhasever
been found,
althougheach
generation
comesup with
what it considers
anequitable

solution.
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While presidents, other administrative officers and
most faculty were barely known, Dirks and Alverd
could call virtually every student by his or her first
[T,

To add to this maedified superdsion was the
introduction with relative ease of housemothers to
women's units shortly after World War I It was not
until 1925 that President Murlin introduced them for
the men as well, and they were slowly accepted. The
University policy was that each housemaother “shall
be considered a representative of the University™ and
woild be selected by the Dean of Men or Dean of
Women in conference with committees from the
units: Many remained a long time with their houses
although they were forced to retire at age 65, Most of
these women had responsibility for managing the
dining roomis and service personnel. Perhaps more
important, they were considered members of the
University community and maintained a presence in
the houses which encouraged control and decorum.

The University continued Lo worry over peren-
nial fraternal issues. A major one was hazing, which
was extremely difficult to get a grasp on It did go on,
and some members considered ita posilive way of
creating class and house unity; still 1t was an intoler-
able situation. One preblem was that *Hell Week”
before formal initiation became the responsibility of
sophomores, who in most cases had limited leader-
ship responsibility and maturity in understanding
vouth psychology and a great deal of pentup energy
at the end of winter. The issue was never satisfacto-
rily resalved.

A second major concern was rushing. Timing,
whether immediate or delayed, was again unresolved
because of vocal adherents on all sides, The different,
and conflicting, points of view on rush including
protection for entering freshmen, interests of
fraternity and sorority members, and the demands of
scholarly pursuits ensured divided opinion. Increas-
ingly the administration made efforts to work through
Kappa Tau Kappa and the Pan-Hellenic Organization,
but no ready and truly workable solution has ever
been found, although each generation comes up with
what it considers an equitable solution. -

Finally, the deans and the University and
students concerned themselves with the unaffiliated,
particularly those disappointed in rush, The early.
cruelty in the college situation could be life damag-"
ing; the DePauw experience of anthropologist
Margaret Mead seemed to make her bitter about it all
her life as she wrote in her autobiography. A premise
of the fraternal organizations was selection; the
fraternities and sororities defended this position. It
became particularty awkward during the Depression
years when University enrollment would determine
how many students could be pledged to houses with
limited accommodations, In lean vears more could be
pledged, but rivalry and “dirty rush” ensued. In heavy
enrollment years there was often bitter disappoint-
ment This was a major failure of the University to
provide desirable alternative living to the fraternal
svstem. Foratime, a Men's Hall Association became
important in the dormitory and was virtually recog-
nized as a fraternity within the hall e

orld War 1T had a dramatic effect on the

fraternities, while the sororities had less

disturbance. It was impossible after the Spring
of 1943 to keep the men's houszes open and solvent
Here the University came to the rescue. The introdye.
tion of a V-1& naval unit at DePauw meant many
fraternity men remained for awhile in residence oy
the campus, if not in the houses; further, there were 4
few civilian men, those under draft age, and finally:
new students in the V-12 program who were allowed
to join fraternities. All fraternities survived the war,

The housing situation was reselved since the
naval programs needed the freshmen women's dérms
and a few men's fraternity houses, Hence, the \
Uni'.rcrsizy.relnted the fraternity houses for freshmen
women and civilian men. By 1948 the houses were
returned to the fraternities with fittle or no fnancial
loss, This was & workable plan in which both hoyse
corparations and the University cooperated in
maintaining the fratemity svstem.

The period immediately following the war saw
two major events: one was again a new rapid increase
in enrollment, particularly of veterans who joined the
Greelk system, which meant that the existing units
resorted to annexes to house their members, This
was not to be a permanent solution; by the '50s and
"G00z, having reduced or paid off their indebtedness
from the "20s, the units were ready for new mort-
gages, remadelling or enlarging existing houses or
building larger establishments. In some cases the
new houses came closer to small dormitories than the
traditional fraternity or sorority house. This expan-
sion in turn created new management problems and
internal questions on whether it had diminshed
camaraderie and social discipline.

In 1949, a new fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
and a new sorority, Delta Gaming, were both char-
tered. These were to be the last on the campus for the

- Dext 42 year=_In 1948 with the retirement of Dean

Dirks, there was a dramatic change when the former
deans and their responsibilities were reorganized
uader the administrative leadership of a Dean of
Students, Lawrence A. Riggs. The professionalization
of the administration—student leadership and its
gnsuing bureaucracy and acceptance of new responsi-
bilities meanta rethinking of the University-fraternity-
worority system. It meant new solutions and new

prablems,

So fraternities and sororities have been a part of
the fabric of DePauw University almost from the
beginning. Certainly their high-minded ideals were a
product of the Romantic Age in which they began.
And just as certainly they represented that American
impulse toward democratic selfdetermination on the
part of young people. Sociologically, fraternities and
sororities are microcosms of the larger society,
representing bath its successes and foibles, While the
modern history of fraternities and sororities at
DePavw still remains to be written, the Greek
experience remains deeply embedded in University
lore and in the memories of its alumni and alumnae.
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cludes z chapter on the early history of DePauw chapter

5 written by a participant.

Malgliesch, Elizaheth Fhodes, The History of Alpha Chi Omege,
1EB5-1945. Published by Alpha Chi Omegs Fraternity,
1945, Ansther good history emphasizing the founding of
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ward,
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atonal Inferfraternity Foundation, 1972 While inlimss,
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date or at least hack in print.

Melntosh, Bruce H. Lambda Chi Alpha at DePomw, Volwme |
1812794 1968, Alengthy and detailed account, Melntosh's
work could be a model for other DePauw fraternities, Tia
second volume exists, it is not at Boy 0. West Library,

Manhart, George B, DePayw Through the Years, 18371962,
18368, Two volumes. DePauw fraternities in the contest of
the definitive University history.

Phillips, Clifton J. and John ], Banghman. DeFasee 4 Pictorigl
History, DePauw University, IQE?.Themcust'recenthistary
of DePauw with 2 pictorial induding all the Greek houses)
as well as a narrative emphasis.

Rabb, John. A Shart History: Delta Chi at DePases, 1965, Apood
small history.

Rudolph, Frederick. 7he American College and University,
Athens; University of Georgia Press, 1591, Recentiv backin
print, this is a standard history of the American university,
Well-written, interesting with provocative insights about
how and why American colleges are what they are. Excel
lent bibliagraphy.



