

POLS 370

US FOREIGN POLICY

This is an interesting time to be a student of US Foreign Policy. But one should remember the (probably apocryphal) Chinese curse: may you live in interesting times. 

My goals for this course are three-fold: First, I hope you will leave with a better appreciation of the nature of the US engagement with the “rest of the world.” That is, I hope you will come to a better understanding of how the US acts (and does not act) on the world stage, the methods it employs to pursue policy objectives, how successful these methods have been in achieving stated aims and how its current posture fits in a historical context. Second, I hope you will leave empowered with a more sophisticated way of thinking about these things so that you will be in a better position to think critically about US foreign policy now and in the future. To achieve this aim we will explore various “source explanations” for the way the US seems to act (or does not act). These include such inquiries as, to name only a few, the role of interest groups and public opinion on US actions abroad as well as the impact of changes in the international environment on US behavior. 
We are headed into what has been labeled the “first global century.” What Henry Luce called “the first American Century” is now behind us. What lies before us is not yet clear. I hope, however, that we might begin to form some picture of what a global century might look like.
I seek not only to affect the way you think about the United States and its foreign policies but the way you think about thinking about US Foreign Policy. Another way of saying this is that I have theoretical and meta-theoretical interests here.  And while the latter may seem less relevant to our more obvious purposes (i.e., to learn something about US foreign policy) it is indeed the “meta’ that will stay with you longer after we part ways. 

A note to Conflict Studies majors: I conceive of conflict, the central conceptual problem in our interdisciplinary program, as an inherent component of politics and political life. In this course conflict manifests itself at the meso- and macro-levels. That is, I do not consider in this course micro-levels of conflict of an inter- or intra-personal nature. One might, however, incorporate micro-levels of analysis in one’s explanation of meso- (civil and sub-state conflict and war) and macro-levels of conflict, (interstate disputes, regional conflicts, global war, etc.). CFT majors should consult with me early on regarding program-specific interests including the research paper.  

Academic Integrity 

From the Student Handbook: 

“Academic integrity refers to the ethical standards and policies that govern how people work and interact in the academic enterprise at a college or university. These standards and policies attempt to do more than define and condemn what is wrong or unethical; they also attempt to provide a foundation for the mutual trust and individual responsibility necessary in a healthy academic community….

Academic integrity is not solely the responsibility of students. Rather, faculty members and administrators have the responsibility of creating an environment in which honesty is encouraged, dishonesty discouraged and integrity is openly discussed.”

Consistent with these remarks, please understand that I view academic integrity as the moral foundation of the university experience. In recent years, the presumption of integrity has suffered some very serious blows. A professor at Mount Holyoke College admitted he falsified information in his lectures regarding service in the US Armed Forces during the Vietnam War. He was subsequently suspended from the college. More recently, noted historian Stephen Ambrose admitted to using, without proper attribution, sentences and phrases from others’ work in his recent book The Wild Blue. So it would seem we have a problem of national scope. 

We cannot be responsible for what others may do, but we can see to it that our own efforts are of the highest caliber. To pursue such a course, we must be familiar with the University’s policy regarding Academic Integrity. In this, as in all my courses, I apply the University’s policy fully. In short, no violation of the integrity policy will be excused. If any of this is in the slightest way unclear, it is your responsibility to discuss this with me further. 

REQUIRED READING

Most of the reading for this class is found posted on the Moodle site. There are, however, two books for you to purchase. They are available at the University Bookstore and, of course, online. 

Allison, Graham and Philip Zelikow. Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis, Second Edition. New York: Longman Press, 1999 

Rutherford, Kenneth R. Humanitarianism Under Fire: The US and UN Intervention in Somalia. Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Test one 15%

Test two 15%

Final Exam 20%

Paper 25% (précis 2.5%, annotated bibliography 2.5% final paper 20%)

Mini-conference participation 10%

General class participation 15%

Tests

There are two tests and final examination. The final examination will heavily emphasize the final section of the course, but it will also selectively cover material from the first two sections. 
Research Paper

You will be required to submit a 15-20 page, double-spaced, typewritten research paper on any topic related to US foreign policy. I will discuss in class the specific requirements for the paper, including the process for gaining approval of your topic. However, it is important that you realize early that the project has three components. 

· First, a one-page, single-spaced typed written précis will be submitted no later than October 15. By this date you will have already discussed with me your preliminary ideas about where you might want to go and how I think you might want to proceed. The précis will lay out the research question you plan to explore, what types of materials you expect to use and how these materials will help you answer the question. The précis is my opportunity to give final approval of the topic you have chosen.  

· Second, you must submit an annotated bibliography covering the sources you have been exploring in preparation for the final paper. This is due no later than November 22. 

· The final paper is due on the last day of class. 

Mini-conference Participation  During the final week of the course we will have a series of roundtable discussions in which we will engage with the issue of “The Global Century and America’s role in the world.”  I’ll provide more detail as we approach the final weeks of the course. 

Class participation This is required. We seek to construct a discourse in this class. We cannot do so if you do not participate. Your views on the issues matter. Most importantly, your informed views matter. What I mean by this is that successful class participation is that which reflects a familiarity with the material for which you are responsible (the assigned reading). There is a considerable difference between speaking up in class and “participating.” Participation in the class is worth 15% of the final grade.  Please come to class and come prepared. 

DATE, TOPIC AND READING

	
	Aug 25 Introduction to US Foreign Policy

“Why do you treat Cuba that way?” 
	8/27 

Historical Context
The long durée 

Meade, W.R. “The American Foreign Policy Legacy”

Dueck, C. “Hegemony on the Cheap: Liberal Internationalism from Wilson to Bush”

	8/30 

Historical Context
Cold War

Kennan, G. “The Sources of Soviet Conduct”

Schlesinger, A. “Origins of the Cold War”

Allison and Zelikow, “Introduction”
	Sep 1

Historical Context
Post Cold War Ontological Insecurity

Rutherford (Intervention in Somalia), “ xii-37

Brinkley, “Democratic Enlargement: The Clinton Doctrine”

Krauthammer, “The Clinton Doctrine”


	9/3

Historical Context
New World Order? (Intervention in Somalia)

Rutherford (Intervention in Somalia), 38-89

	9/6

Historical Context
New World Order? (Intervention in Somalia)

Rutherford (Intervention in Somalia), 90-142
	9/8

Historical Context
New World Order? (Intervention in Somalia)

Rutherford (Intervention in Somalia), 143-191
	9/10

Historical Context
Empire for a post-Imperial age

Ignatieff, “The American Empire; The Burden”

Hobsbawm, “War and Peace in the Twentieth Century”



	9/13

Historical Context
W.

Deller and Burroughs, “Arms Control Abandoned: The Case of Biological Weapons”

Gregg, “Crafting a Better US Grand Strategy in the Post-September 11 World: Lessons from the Early Years of the Cold War”


	9/15

Historical Context
A Nobel Peace Laureate at War

Brzezinski, “From Hope to Audacity: Appraising Obama's Foreign Policy
	9/17

Test 1
Begin work on précis

	9/20

Theoretical Frameworks for Foreign Policy Analysis

Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories”

Snyder, “One World, Rival Theories”

Allison and Zelikow, “Model I: The Rational Actor”


	9/22

Theoretical Frameworks 

Realism Applied

Mearsheimer, "China's Unpeaceful Rise,"

Mearsheimer, "Hans Morgenthau and the Iraq War: Realism versus Neo-Conservatism,"

Mearsheimer, "Clash of the Titans," A Debate with Zbigniew Brzezinski on the Rise of China”
	9/24

Theoretical Frameworks 

Liberalism applied

Ikenberry, “Rethinking the Origins of American Hegemony”


	9/27

Theoretical Frameworks 

Constructivism Applied

Sjöstedt, “Discursive Origins of a Doctrine: Truman and Bush”


	9/29

Theoretical Frameworks 

Critical perspectives

Tickner, “Man, the State and War: Gendered Perspectives on National Security”
	10/1

Instruments of USFP

Security and Defense Policy 

Dept. of Defense, “Nuclear Posture Review Report” 

DoD, “Quadrennial Defense Review”

	10/4

Instruments of USFP

Security and Defense Policy 

Berger and Tiedelmann, “The Drone War”
Cimbala, “Transformation in Concept and Policy”

Müller and Schörnig, RMA and Nuclear Weapons – A Calamitous Link for Arms Control”
	10/6

Instruments of USFP

Covert Activities

DNI, “An Overview of the U.S. Intelligence Community” (skim this document)

Berkowitz and Goodman, “The Logic of Covert Action”

Johnson, “Blowback”
	10/8

Instruments of USFP

Foreign Economic Policy

Kirshner, “Triumph of Globalism: American Trade Politics”

Collins, “Can America Finance Freedom?”


	10/11

Instruments of USFP

Foreign Economic Policy

Economic Statecraft -- 

The Sanctions Debate
Elliot, “Sanctions Glass: Half Full or Completely Empty?”

Pape , “Why Sanctions Still do not Work”
	10/13

Instruments of USFP

Soft (and Smart) Power

Nye, “Soft Power”
Keilson, “Public Diplomacy and U.S. Foreign Policy”
Nye, “In Mideast, the goal is ‘smart power’
	10/15

Test 2
Précis due by this date

	10/25 

Sources of USFP

International (structural/material)

Waltz, “The United States: Alone in the World”

Skidmore, “Understanding the Unilateralist Turn in U.S. Foreign Policy”


	10/27

Sources of USFP

International

(Cultural/ideational)

Finnemore, “Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, the Social Structure of Uniploarity”
	10/29

Sources of USFP

State as actor
Allison and Zelikow, “The Cuban Missile Crisis: A First Cut”

	Nov 1

Sources of USFP

State

Presidency, Congress and Separation of Powers

Mallaby, “The Bullied Pulpit”

Ornstein and Mann, “When Congress Checks Out”
	11/3 

Sources of USFP

State 

Policy in Institutional Context

Armstrong, “Hitting Bottom in Foggy Bottom”

Atwood, et. al. “Arrested Development: Making Foreign Aid a More Effective Tool”


	11/5 

Sources of USFP

State 

Policy in Institutional Context
White House, “Presidential Policy Directive – 1: Organization of the National Security Council System”
Miller and Pincus, “Blair's resignation may reflect inherent conflicts in job of intelligence chief”

Adams, “The Politics of National Security Budgets”


	11/8 

Sources of USFP

Organizational Behavior

Allison and Zelikow, “Model II: Organizational Behavior”


	11/10 

Sources of USFP 

Organizational Behavior

Allison and Zelikow, “Cuban Missile Crisis: A Second Cut”


	11/12 

Sources of USFP

Domestic Politics (Groups)

Haney and Vanderbush, “The Role of Ethnic Interest Groups in US Foreign Policy: The Case of the Cuban American National Foundation”

Mearsheimer and Walt “The Israel Lobby



	11/15

Sources of USFP

Domestic Politics (public opinion)
Mueller, J. “The Iraq Syndrome” 
Gelpi, C. and J. Mueller, “The Cost of War
	11/17

Sources of USFP

Domestic Politics (Media)

Livingston, S. Beyond the "CNN effect": The media-foreign policy dynamic
	11/19 

Sources of USFP

Governmental Politics model

Allison and Zelikow, “Model III: Governmental Politics”

	11/22

Sources of USFP

Governmental Politics model
Allison and Zelikow, “Cuban Missile Crisis, the Final Cut” 

annotated bibliography due by this date

	No class
	No class


The final two weeks are currently in reserve for possible development in the Global Century initiative. 

	11/29


	Dec 1 


	12/3



	12/6


	12/8
	12/10

Final paper due by this date


Please note. I reserve the right to change, amend, or otherwise transform the syllabus in order to meet courser objectives.
� Please note: I am participating in an emerging initiative here at DePauw University that seeks to promote reform of the liberal arts curriculum in such a way that students are prepared for the so-called First Global Century (Henry Luce Foundation and the American Association of Colleges and Universities). Depending on, first, the pace and rhythm of this course, and second, the nature of the developing initiative, we might adopt a third book for use in the final two weeks of this course.  Announcements to follow…





