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Although new forms of Hinduism can be found 1n the early modern period, it 1s during the British colo-

MODERN HINDU

nial period that educated Hindus become firmly acquainted with modernity. Calcutta, the then capital of PERSONALISM
the Briish Empire in South Asia, will become for more than a century the fertile ground for new reform
and revivalist movements that would have a great impact i the genealogy of modern Hinduism. One of s
those movements was the Gaudiya Math and Mission, founded by Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati (1874-
1937). The Gaudiya Math opened centers in London and Berlin during the 1930s and gained the pat-
ronage of important political figures both 1 India and in Europe. Bhaktisiddhanta’s 1dea about the per-

son as a foundational element of reality echoes today within several new Hindu movements and chal-

lenges a number of conventional perceptions of Modern Hinduism.
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