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S & A 320 A: Protest, Activism and Change

12:30-1:30pm MWF, 317 Asbury

Course Description:

        This course investigates the men and women who have mobilized to change the shape of their society, often at great personal risk to themselves. We will examine what has motivated these activists and what has sustained them through hard times and difficult odds. We will look at their successes, as well as mistakes made along the way. We will examine how the contours of our society today are different as a result of their activism.

        The course traces the development of major movements of the 20th and 21st centuries:  communist, labor, civil rights, Black Power, student, feminist,  gay/queer, and environmental/human rights activism. We will look at what set these movements into motion, structured their form, and affected what they have achieved.  We will investigate the role of resources, strategy, ideology, culture and leaders in protest. 

      The first movement that we will explore is the American Communist Party that rose to over a million members in the 1930s and then collapsed in on itself by the 1950s.  We will then examine the American labor movement, including the sit-down strikes in the 1930s and 1940s that gave industrial workers a voice, the Hormel strike of the 1980s, and immigrant sweatshop activists, living wage campaigners and Justice for Janitors activists today. 
        We will investigate the struggle by civil rights workers in the 1950s and 1960s to end the racial caste society of the South, the transnational Black Power activism of Stokely Carmichael, Malcolm X, Huey Newton, and other lesser-known figures, and anti-racist struggles today. 
        We will study a variety of student movement:, New Left student activists in the 1960s that shut down American colleges across the country to protest racism, the Vietnam war and campus conditions, the sixties counterculture, the New Right and libertarian students who mobilized as Young Americans for Freedom, and the continuing struggle by students today against corporate greed, sweatshops, the WTO and globalization that ignores human needs. 
        We will explore women's movements: suffragists and Black Club Women in the early 20th century, feminists who ran illegal abortion networks in the days before Roe v. Wade, the 1968 protest against the Miss America pageant, campaigns for gender justice in the workplace, and the continuing feminist drive to create gender equity. We will look at the clandestine organizing by gay men and lesbians prior to the 1960s, the militancy of groups like the Gay Liberation Front that urged its members "out of the closet and onto the streets," and the attempts today by groups such as Queer Nation to celebrate life at the margins and challenge the gender and sexual categories used in the identity politics of previous generations of gay activists.
         The last movements we will examine are the resource rebels, environmentalists and indigenous rights activists in the U.S. and around the world who have challenged the ecological and human rights assaults of mining corporations. 
       Throughout the course we will consider ethical and tactical issues in activism, the risks and necessity of protest, and questions of  how ordinary women and men have come together to re-shape the societies in which they have lived, often facing difficult choices in the process.
Course Objectives:

–To understand why mass defiance and protest are so rare, even in periods of widespread   suffering and disadvantage.
–To uncover why some periods of time are more amenable than others to the development of social movements and what societal factors set such protest into motion.
–To discover how individuals become radicalized and identities transformed into activist identities.

–To appreciate the role of social movement organizations in mobilizing protest and 

sometimes in limiting its effectiveness.

–To recognize the role of movement ideologies, symbols, and culture in galvanizing protest and affecting its direction.

–To discern the organizational dilemmas and paradoxes that social movements face.

–To understand the role of societal elites and movement opponents in affecting the course of a movement and its likelihood of success.

–To uncover the reasons for the co-optation or demise of social movements–the reasons why large-scale protest is typically short-lived.

–To recognize the resources that even disadvantaged groups of people have and the power of social movements in changing the face of a society.
–To appreciate the ways in which American society is different today as a result of social movement activism.

Office Hours:

Feel free to drop by my office, room 331 in Asbury Hall. You don't need a crisis or a low grade to be welcome. My office hours are listed below. If they are not convenient, we can set up another time to meet. 

Mondays
 
1:30 - 3:30 pm

Wednesdays    1:30 - 3:30 pm

Fridays

1:30 - 2:30 pm

Readings for the Course:

Frances Fox Piven and Richard Cloward, Poor People’s Movements.  Vintage, 1978.  ISBN:  978-0394726977
Peter Rachleff, Hard Pressed in the Heartland: The Hormel Strike and the Future of the Labor Movement. South End Press, 1999. ISBN: 978- 0896084507
Peniel E. Joseph, Waiting til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black Power in America. Henry Holt, 2006. ISBN: 978-0805075397
Rebecca Klatch,  A Generation Divided: The New Left, The New Right, and the 1960s. University of California Press, 1999.  ISBN:  978-0520217140  
Liza Featherstone, Students Against Sweatshops. New York: Verso, 2002.  ISBN:  978-1859843024
Ruth Rosen, The World Split Open: How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America. Penguin, 2001.  ISBN: 978- 0140 097191
Al Gedicks, Resource Rebels: Native Challenges to Mining and Oil Corporations. South End Press, 2001/  ISBN:  978- 0896086401
Selected articles on Moodle e-reserves
Conflict Studies: 
This course is cross-listed with the Conflict Studies Program and may be used to help fulfill a major or minor in the program. The course examines the factors that generate and escalate conflict between groups (e.g., disparities over resources, denial of legal rights, lack of political power, denial of dignity and cultural expression, and lack of self-determination). It considers protest—both legal and extra-legal, planned as well as spontaneous—and the mobilization of social movements as one way in which aggrieved groups have worked to bring often-hidden conflict into the open where it can be discussed and redressed. We will investigate the ubiquity, dynamics and significance of conflicts around issues of class, race, gender, sexual orientation, war, and the environment and the ways in which activists have or have not resolved these conflicts. 
Course Assignments and Expectations:

First exam:   Tuesday March 13, 7:00-9:00pm in 317 Asbury, 30% of course grade

Research Paper:   Thursday April 19 by 3pm in my office, 20% of course grade
Class participation: Assessed each class session, 20% of course grade
Second Exam:  Thursday May 3, 7:00-9:00pm in 317 Asbury, 30% of course grade
The exams are essay in format; they cover assigned readings, documentary films, and materials discussed in class. The exams are in the evening and you will have two hours for each exam. The final exam is not comprehensive.
The research paper is a chance to explore a form of activism of interest to you. You might want to pick a topic not explored in class--e.g., climate change activism, living wage struggles, prisoners’ rights movements, tea party activism, mobilization to stop abortion, the urban gardening  movement, activism for third world debt forgiveness, human rights struggles in a particular country, activism on behalf of the disabled, the Occupy Wall Street movement, etc.  Your paper should be an assessment of a social movement involved in activism (its tactics, ideology, framing of issues, dilemmas and/or successes), and not an analysis of a social problem in our society or another society. The paper should be 9-10 pages in length and grounded in scholarly sources, movement documents, and conceptual ideas introduced in class and the readings. Sources must be properly cited and a bibliography attached to ensure academic integrity. The penalty for academic dishonesty is severe (see the Student Handbook and talk to me if you are unclear about what academic honesty requires). I will give out a more detailed handout on the research paper.
Class discussion: Class attendance and doing the readings before they are discussed in class are expected. Without this commitment by all of us, discussions will fall flat or be dominated by a few voices. It’s a good idea while doing the readings to jot down ideas that strike you as key, questions that you are left with or paradoxes that strike you, so that you can bring these up in class. I will assess the quality of your classtime comments each class period. Comments can take the form of highlighting central ideas in the readings, offering interpretations, raising questions, contributing fresh information to a discussion, taking issue with an author’s or classmate’s interpretation or elaborating on it, recognizing movement problems and successes, and connecting issues in our course to personal experience, other reading, or events in the news. At the beginning of each major movement, we’ll devote some time to discussing first impressions of the movement and where those may come from--to help you sort out your own feelings, beliefs and questions before beginning to read and study about a particular movement; it would be good to jot down these first impressions and questions before doing the reading and before coming to class that day. At the end of studying each major movement, we’ll discuss our sense of the contributions and problems of the movement, as well as new directions for this movement. 
Films:  Generally, the documentary films we view will be shown during classtime in the media classroom on the lower level of Roy O. West library. There are, however, two documentary films that are assigned for out-of-class viewing on the University’s cable channel 37 (dates and times are listed in the syllabus). Also noted on the syllabus are documentaries that are 90-minutes long that will be shown from noon – 1:30pm.  
Evening Classes: The two exams will be in the evening from 7:00-9:00pm in place of regularly scheduled classes. There will also be a celebration of the culture of in protest movements at my house on Weds. May 2 from 7-8pm.  Dates for these are Tuesday March 13, Weds. May 2, and Thurs. May 3.
Course Outline: Readings should be done by the day listed so we can discuss them in class. 

W1:  INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE: SOME THEORIES ON WHAT SETS PROTEST INTO MOTION (Monday Jan. 30) 
James Jasper, “Basic Dimension of Protest” ch 3 in The Art of Moral Protest, 1997, on Moodle e-reserves.
RECRUITMENT INTO SOCIAL MOVEMENTS:  THE ROLE OF MORAL SHOCK, SYMBOLS & COGNITIVE RE-FRAMING (Wednesday Feb. 1)
Arlene Stein, “Revenge of the Shamed: The Christian Right’s Emotional Culture War” Pp 15-31 in Jeff Goodwin, James Jasper and Francesca Polletta, eds., Passionate Politics, 2001, on Moodle e-reserves
James Jasper, “Recruiting Animal Protectors: Cognitive Dimensions” ch 7 in The Art of Moral Protest, 1999, on Moodle e-reserves.
 BREAKDOWN THEORIES OF MOBILIZATION IN THE GREADEPRESSION:  THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (Fri. Feb. 3)

FILM in the library media classroom:  "Seeing Red" (90 minutes); noon – 1:30pm. 

Piven and Cloward, POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENTS, Pp. 1-32.

W2:   EXPLAINING MOVEMENT COLLAPSE:  ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROBLEMS IN THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (Mon. Feb. 6)

Piven and Cloward, POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENTS, finish ch 1.

SECTS AND SECTARIANS:  SOCIAL MOVEMENTS THAT BECOME GREEDY INSTITUTIONS (Weds. Feb. 8)

Lewis Coser, "Sects and Sectarians” in GREEDY INSTITUTIONS, on Moodle e-reserves.
RESOURCE MOBILIZATION THEORY:  ORGANIZING THE HOMELESS AND REBUILDING BOSTON’S DUDLEY STREET (Friday Feb. 10)

  FILM in the library media classroom: "Holding Ground" 

Daniel M. Cress and David A. Snow, "Mobilization at the Margins: Resources, Benefactors, and the Viability of Homeless Social Movement Organizations" AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW 61 (December) 1996: 1089-1109, on Moodle e-reserves.

W3:  MOVEMENTS OF THE UNEMPLOYED DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION (Monday Feb. 13)


Piven and Cloward, POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENTS, ch. 2, "The Unemployed Workers' Movement."  

ORGANIZING INDUSTRIAL WORKERS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY (Weds. Feb. 15)
FILM:  Union Maids (in the library media classroom)
Piven and Cloward, POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENTS, Pp. 96-146.

FROM LABOR MILITANCY TO LABOR ORGANIZATION (Friday Feb. 17)
      Piven and Cloward, POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENTS, Pp. 147-175.

Peter Rachleff, ch 1 in HARD-PRESSED IN THE HEARTLAND: THE HORMEL STRIKE AND THE FUTURE OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT.

W4:  REJECTING BUSINESS UNIONISM AT HORMEL (Monday Feb. 20) 

Peter Rachleff, ch 3-5 in HARD-PRESSED IN THE HEARTLAND: THE HORMEL STRIKE AND THE FUTURE OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT.

SWEATSHOP WARRIORS TODAY (Weds.  Feb. 22)

Miriam Ching Yoon Louie, “La Mujer Luchando, El Mundo Transformando: Mexican Immigrant Women Workers” ch 3 in SWEATSHOP WARRIORS: IMMIGRANT WOMEN WORKERS TAKE ON THE GLOBAL FACTORY, 2001, on Moodle e-reserves.
STATEMENT OF PAPER TOPIC & BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE:  Thursday Feb. 23 in my office (331 Asbury) by 3pm

NEW DIRECTIONS IN LABOR ACTIVISM (Friday Feb. 24)

Dan Clawson, “New Tactics, Community, and Color” in THE NEXT UPSURGE, 2003, on Moodle e-reserves.

Peter Rachleff, ch 6 in HARD-PRESSED IN THE HEARTLAND: THE HORMEL STRIKE AND THE FUTURE OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT.
W5:  EARLY CIVIL RIGHTS MOBILIZATION: THE WORK OF THE NAACP, CORE, SCLC AND SNCC (Mon. Feb. 27)
View “Eyes on the Prize: Awakenings” (1954-1955) on University Cable Station 37 on Sunday Feb. 26 at 7pm  or 10 pm or Monday Feb. 27 at 7pm or 10pm (1 hour long)

Peniel E. Joseph, Prologue and ch 2-3 in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.

MOVEMENTS FOR RACIAL EQUALITY:  SNCC & SCLC MOBILIZING IN ALBANY, GE. & BIRMINGHAM, AL (Weds. Feb. 29)

FILM in the library media classroom: "Eyes on the Prize - No Easy Walk” (1962-63)

Peniel E. Joseph, ch 4-5 in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.
"Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, “Founding Statement," p. 113 in Judith & Albert Steward,  THE SIXTIES PAPERS, Moodle e-reserves or at: http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML_docs/Resources/Primary/Manifestos/SNCC_founding.html
CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISM IN MISSISSIPPI:  FREEDOM SUMMER, ATLANTIC CITY, AND GROWING TENSIONS AMONG MOVEMENT ORGANIZATIONS (Friday. March 2)

View: "Eyes on the Prize - Mississippi: Is This America?” (1962-64) on the University’s cable channel at 7pm or 10 pm on Weds. Feb. 29 or Thurs. March 1 (60 minutes). 
W6:  “IF AMERICA DOESN’T COME AROUND, WE’RE GONNA BURN IT DOWN” (H. RAP BROWN):  BLACK POWER, MALCOLM X & THE NORTHERN MOVEMENT (Mon. March 5)  
Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet,” on Moodle e-reserves under Historical Documents.com as the volume title or at: http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/speeches/malcolm_x_ballot..html  


Peniel E. Joseph, ch 6-7in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.

GOVERNMENT BETRAYALS ANDWHITE VIOLENCE:  REASSESSING MOVEMENT STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHERN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (Weds. March 7)

FILM in the media classroom: "Eyes on the Prize - Bridge to Freedom” (Selma 1965) 

Peniel E. Joseph, ch 8 (and start reading ch 9) in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.

Optional: Stokely Carmichael, "What We Want," at: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/stokelycarmichaelblackpower.html  
THE BLACK PANTHERS: POLICING THE POLICE AND EACH OTHER (Fri day March 9)

        “The Black Panther Platform and Rules,” at: http://www.nathanielturner.com/blackpantherpartyplatpro.htm  or on Moodle e-reserves listed under Nathaniel Turner.com (as the volume  title)
Peniel E. Joseph, ch 9-10 in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.

. 

W7:  ACHIEVEMENTS OF BLACK POWER AND CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISM AND REMAINING ISSUES (Monday March 12)
DVD clip:  Every Mother’s Son (HV8141 .E94 2004), in our classroom 
Peniel E. Joseph, ch 11 and Epilogue in WAITING TIL THE MIDNIGHT HOUR: A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF BLACK POWER IN AMERCA, 2006.

MIDTERM EXAMINATION:   Tuesday March 13, 7:00-9:00pm in 317 Asbury
No Class:  Weds. March 14
RUMBLINGS OF 1960s STUDENT ACTIVISM ON NORTHERN CAMPUSES (Friday March 16)


FILM in the library media classroom: Berkeley in the 1960s:  Part I (40 minutes)

Rebecca Klatch, “The New Age” ch 1 in A GENERATION DIVIDED, 1999, Pp. 17-36.

Doug McAdam, "Applying the Lessons of Mississippi," Pp. 161-98 in FREEDOM SUMMER, on Moodle e-reserves.
W8:  THE MAKING OF NEW LEFT, NEW RIGHT, AND LIBERTARIAN ACTIVISTS IN THE SIXTIES (Mon. March 19)

Rebecca Klatch, “Backgrounds” and “The Making of an Activist” in A GENERATION DIVIDED, Pp. 59-96.

COUNTER-CULTURAL CURRENTS IN THE SIXTIES:  LEFT AND RIGHT VARIEITIES (Weds. March 21)

Rebecca Klatch, “The Counterculture: Left meets Right” ch 5 in A GENERATION DIVIDED. Start reading ch 7.

STATE RESPONSES TO ANTI-WAR ACTIVISM (Friday March 23)
Bud Schultz and Ruth Schultz, “Harassing Antiwar Demonstrators” from THE PRICE OF DISSENT, on Moodle e-reserves.
Alexander Bloom and Wini Breines, “Cointelpro” from TAKIN’ IT TO THE STREETS, on Moodle e-reserves.
SPRING BREAK:  Sat. March 24 – Sun. April 1
W9:  CONFLICTS WITHIN SDS AND YAF BY DECADE’S END:  PREDICAMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS (Monday April 2)

Rebecca Klatch, “Paradise Lost” and “Picking up the Pieces,” ch 7-8 in A GENERATION DIVIDED, Pp. 186-279.

STUDENT ACTIVISM TODAY AGAINST THE CORPORATE GREED AND THE WTO:  SEATTLE 1999 (Weds. April 4)

FILM in library media classroom:  “This is What Democracy Looks Like” 

William Finnegan, “Affinity Groups and the Movement against Corporate Globalization” in Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper, eds., The Social Movement Reader, 2005, on Moodle e-reserves.  
Dorothy Kidd, “Indymedia.org: A New Communications Commons” in Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper, eds., The Social Movement Reader, 2005, on Moodle e-reserves.  

TODAY’S ANTI-SWEATSHOP ACTIVISM BY STUDENTS (Friday April 6)

Liza Featherstone and United Students against Sweatshops, STUDENTS AGAINST SWEATSHOPS (read book, except for the foreword)

W10:  THE RISE OF RADICAL FEMINISM FROM THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND NEW LEFT MOVEMENTS (Monday April 9)

Ruth Rosen, “Dawn of Discontent,” ch 1 in A WORLD SPLIT OPEN: HOW THE MODERN WOMEN’S MOVEMENT CHANGED AMERICA.
REFRAMING THE ISSUES: RAISING CONSCIOUSNESS ABOUT UNEQUAL PAY, FEMALE BEAUTY, COMPULSORY HETEROSEXUALITY, ETC.  (Weds. April 11)

Ruth Rosen, ch 3-4 in A WORLD SPLIT OPEN: HOW THE MODERN WOMEN’S MOVEMENT CHANGED AMERICA, Pp. 63-140.
FEMINIST MOBILIZATION FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS (Friday April 13)
     FILM in the Library media classroom:  “When Abortion was Illegal” 

Ruth Rosen, “The Hidden Injuries of Sex” ch 5 in THE WORLD SPLIT OPEN: HOW THE MODERN WOMEN’S MOVMENT CHANGED AMERICA, Pp. 143-195

W11:  DIVISIONS IN THE SISTERHOOD AND THE BIRTH OF MANY FEMINISMS (Monday April 16)

Ruth Rosen, “Passion and Politics” and “The Politics of Paranoia” ch 6-7 in THE WORLD SPLIT OPEN: HOW THE MODERN WOMEN’S MOVEMENT CHANGED AMERICA, Pp. 196-260.

FEMINIST ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES TODAY (Weds. April 18)

Ruth Rosen, “Sisterhood to Superwoman” and “Beyond Backlash” ch 9 and Epilogue in THE WORLD SPLIT OPEN: HOW THE MODERN WOMEN’S MOVEMENT CHANGED AMERICA, 2000, Pp 295-344.

RESEARCH PAPERS DUE:  Thursday April 19 in my office by 3pm
GAY ACTIVISM IN THE FIFTIES:  FORGING A GROUP IDENTITY IN HOMOPHILE ORGANIZATIONS (Friday April 20)
FILM in the library media classroom:  “The Times of Harvey Milk” (90 minutes) noon - 1:30pm
Allan Bérubé, "Why We Fight" Pp 1-7 in COMING OUT UNDER FIRE, on Moodle e-reserves.
Allan Bérubé, “The Legacy of the War” Pp. 255-79 in COMING OUT UNDER FIRE, on Moodle e-reserves.
W12:  OUT OF THE CLOSETS AND ONTO THE STREETS: THE GAY LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND LESBIAN FEMINISM (Monday. April 23)

John D'Emilio, "A New Beginning:  The Birth of Gay Liberation" and “Conclusion” Pp 223-49 in SEXUAL POLITICS, SEXUAL MINORITIES, on Moodle e-reserves.
Steven Epstein, “Gay and Lesbian Movements in the United States: Dilemmas of Identity, Diversity, and Political Strategy” Pp. 30-52 in Barry Adam et al., THE GLOBAL EMERGENCE OF GAY AND LESBIAN POLITICS, on Moodle e-reserves.
 AIDS ACTIVISM AND QUEER MOBILIZATION IN THE 1980s; MOVEMENT DILEMMAS AND LGBTIQQ ACHIEVEMENTS TODAY (Weds. April 25)
Steven Epstein, “The AIDS Crisis and the AIDS Movement” and “Social Movement Organizations and their Antagonists in the 1990s” Pp.52-76 in   Barry Adam et al., THE GLOBAL EMERGENCE OF GAY AND LESBIAN POLITICS, on Moodle e-reserves.
Randy Shaw, "Direct Action: ACTing up and Sitting in" Pp 212-50 in THE ACTIVIST'S HANDBOOK, on Moodle e-reserves.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS STRUGGLES IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD (Friday April 27)

FILM in library media classroom:  “Delta Force” on Ken Sara Wiwa and MOSOP in Ogoniland, Nigeria
Al Gedicks, “Introduction: A World Out of Balance” and ch 3 “West Papua” in RESOURCE REBELS:  NATIVE CHALLENGES TO MINING AND OIL CORPORATIONS, 2000.

W13:  MOBILIZING AGAINST MINING DISASTERS IN LATIN AMERICA, WEST PAPUA AND WISCONSIN (Monday April 30)

Al Gedicks, “A Multiracial Anti-Mining Movement” and “Silencing the Voice of the People” ch 4 and 5 in RESOURCE REBELS:  NATIVE CHALLENGES TO MINING AND OIL CORPORATIONS, 2000.

THE CULTURE OF PROTEST:  ACTIVST MUSIC, ART, AND HUMOR (Weds. May 2, Evening class, 7 pm at my house:  2696 Putnamville Road (or 2696 S County Rd 25 W on Mapquest or GPS systems)
If you wish, bring an example of humor, music, art or other cultural form from a social movement of your choice 
 SECOND EXAM:  Thursday May 3, 7:00-9:00 pm in 317 Asbury
